GOD’S JOY





Luke 14:1-15:32


Key Verse 15:23,24a





“Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For 


this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”





	In today’s passage Luke the gospel writer records some of what Jesus said to the religious leaders of his day. He records what Jesus said at a banquet. Luke then records Jesus talking to the crowds that followed him about discipleship. The last part of the passage tells of three parables Jesus taught to Pharisees and teachers of the law. Underlying Jesus words in this passage is the theme of banquets and celebrations. Through this we can learn of God who is joyful and who celebrates when a sinner repents.





I.  Jesus Eats at the House of a Prominent Pharisee (14:1-24)





	One Sabbath, Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent religious leader of his day. At a previous dinner with a Pharisee he rebuked both his hosts and the other guests (Luke 11:37 ff.). Since that time the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely ……. waiting to catch him in something he might say. (Luke 11:53b,54). Thus at this banquet Jesus was being carefully watched. However while the other guests where looking for the best chair or looking to accuse Jesus, Jesus was looking at a man in the wedding banquet who was suffering from dropsy. Dropsy is an accumulation of fluid that indicates illness in other parts of the body. Jesus was in a situation with people waiting to catch him, now there is a man with dropsy whom everybody expected him to heal. What would Jesus do?





	Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” (Luke 14:3). Healing on the Sabbath was viewed by the religious leaders as work. God’s commandment said the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, (Exodus 20:10b). In addition to that law there was the regulation of uncleanness which could prohibit touching the man with dropsy. The experts in the law remained silent when Jesus asked them a question about the law. To the religious leaders the law was for the accusation and condemnation of others. Jesus knew that they wanted to accuse him, but Jesus healed the man anyway. Jesus asked his question to point out that the law was for the healing of mankind. 





	Jesus took hold of the man who should not be touched, healed him, and sent him away. Jesus declared his authority over the regulation of uncleanness, God’s desire for the use of the Sabbath, and his concern for the man by sending him away from the accusations of the religious leaders. 





	Jesus asked the people at the banquet “If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?” (Luke 14:5b). These people had concern for their own children, even their own animals on the Sabbath day. In saying this Jesus reveals God’s work of rescue of his own people that is shown especially in the Sabbath law. The guests had nothing to say.





	When he noticed how the wedding guests picked the places of honor at the table, he gave them an example. He said “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this man your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. (Luke 14:8-10) He taught people to let their host exalt them. Jesus then concluded For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 14:11). More than just giving the people an ethical teaching to be humble, Jesus brings them to trust God to exalt them. Jesus does the work of God to call these people from self-exaltation to trusting God for their honor.





	He also taught his host. He said “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” (Luke 14:12b-14). What the host does seems natural. Who gives a dinner and does not invite his friends? Yet in doing so the host misses repayment from God. Again this is not just an ethic of inviting poor people, but rather a seeking after God through inviting those who cannot repay. Jesus is teaching his host to repent and seek God and his blessing through even a simply matter of inviting people to a banquet. 





	When one of those at the table heard Jesus’ saying these things he said “Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 14:15b). This man was awaken to the invitation to feast in the kingdom of God. Jesus’ word had an effect.





	Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. (Luke 14:16). Jesus then went on to tell how the guests who accepted the initial invitation rejected the actual call to attend. Why did they reject? It was because they had something of their own to do. They did not value the invitation to the banquet. The man at the table had heard the invitation to the feast in the kingdom of God. Jesus awakens him to his own rejection of this invitation. In doing so Jesus makes an even stronger invitation to the man. 





	When the guests in Jesus’ parable rejected the invitation, the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’“ (Luke 14:21b-24) Beyond just being angry at the rejection of the invited guests we can see the owner’s intense desire for his house to be filled. 





	In the tense environment of the banquet at the Pharisees house, Jesus opens their eyes to see their lost condition and he teaches of God Who is seeking them.





II.  Discipleship (25-35)





	Around this time there were large crowds traveling with Jesus. Jesus turned to them and said “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:26,27). These people were doing good. They were following Jesus. Yet they did not know what where Jesus was going and so they didn’t really know what following Jesus was. Jesus was going to Jerusalem. There he would suffer, be crucified, buried, and raised. He would then ascend to heaven. Jesus helps the crowd know that they were following Jesus to the cross, the resurrection, and ultimately heaven. He helps them to count the cost. 





	Jesus continued “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ (Luke 14:28-30). One of the first thing an architect in designing a building is to do a cost estimate. One of the biggest complaints of builders is that the architect did not accurately estimate the cost of his building and thus makes it difficult to be able to finish the building. Here Jesus calls the people to consider if they can follow him to his finishing point. 





	Jesus gave another example: “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  (Luke 14:31-33). Just as a war costs the soldier to give up everything to be able to fight in the war, so following Jesus costs a person everything they have. 





	Jesus speaks to the crowd: “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. (Luke 14:34). Salt starts out as salt. Yet if it becomes diluted, it becomes useless. These people did good to start out with Jesus, yet they must complete what they began to do otherwise they will become useless. 





	“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” (Luke 14:35). Jesus gave three calls for people to follow him completely. In these we can again hear the invitation of God to discipleship.





	What is discipleship? Here we learn it is imitation of Jesus who died on the cross, was raised, and went to heaven. 





III.  God’s Joy (15:1-32)





	Many people who the religious leaders considered as sinners were gathering around to hear Jesus as he was on his way to Jerusalem. They responded to the invitation to the banquet in the kingdom of God. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” (Luke 15:2). Their accusation accurately sums up the work of God that Jesus was doing. Eating with a person indicated acceptance and recognition. Jesus accepted sinners who came to him. The Pharisees avoided sinners fearing that they would be contaminated by them. 





	Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ (Luke 15:3-6). Jesus had the joy of God in him when he saw the tax collectors and sinners coming to him.





	I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. (Luke 15:7). Jesus uses their joy of finding a lost animal to help them understand the joy of God. The Pharisees never considered God as being joyful. Yet God is joyful over his people. However he is more joyful when one person repents. Jesus invites them to share in the joy that God has when he sees tax collectors and sinners coming to Jesus and eating with him. 





	Jesus continued “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? (Luke 15:8) Each coin was worth a days pay, however her searching goes beyond the value of the coin. If all she cared about was its worth, she should limit her sweeping to less than a day. But she searches until she finds it, however long that will take. Her searching is not based on the value of the coin. One of her precious possessions is missing and she will not rest until she finds it. This is God’s mind.





	And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ (Luke 15:9). The woman rejoices before all her neighbors because she found her lost coin. 





	Jesus said In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” (Luke 15:10). God himself rejoices before all his angels when one sinner repents. 





	Neither the lost sheep nor the lost coin did anything to be found. The finding was all done by the one who was looking. Here a person’s repentance is revealed as the work of God just as the shepherd did the work to find the lost sheep and the woman did the work to find the lost coin. Jesus enables us to see God at the coming to him of the tax collectors and sinners.


 


	Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. (Luke 15:11b-12). This was an unusual request to ask for his share of the estate before the death of his father. The father did not try to hold onto his son.





	“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. (Luke 15:13). The son separated himself from his father as much as he could and lived contrary to his father’s way of living. The father worked his whole life to develop his estate, the son squandered the wealth in his youth.





	After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. (Luke 15:14-16). Only when he had spent all his father had given him, could he come to his senses to envy the unclean pigs. God has been working to build his kingdom, but only when a person sees that they have squandered 





	In his low position and hunger he was brought back to his senses. he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ (Luke 15:17b-19). With his newly found senses he realized himself as a sinner first before God and then before his father. In his seeing that he was not of sonship material, he was realizing the value of his father that he had rejected. Yet he hoped for his father’s mercy to hire him as a worker. 





	So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. (Luke 15:20). This father had been scanning the horizon. Everyday he watched hopefully for the return of his son. This is a picture of God that the religious leaders did not know. This is a picture of God that Jesus taught the Pharisees at the banquet and the crowd on the way to Jerusalem.





	“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. (Luke 15:21-24). All the mercy the son hoped for was a job. But the father welcomed this son who came to his senses with the best party he could give. The best robe, a ring, a fattened calf and more. The fattened calf was reserved for a guest of honor like a king. The son’s return was was like a resurrection, a finding of the impossible. The father’s joy was overflowing. 





	Yet all was not joyful and rejoicing. the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. (Luke 15:25b-28a). He sees his father’s attention being given to his brother. 





	His father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’“ (Luke 15:28b-32). The father invites the older brother into the joy he has at the return of one who was lost. Jesus calls Pharisees and religious leaders to celebrate along with him at repentance of the sinners around Jesus. 





	Jesus taught the host and guests at the wedding banquet of God who wants his house to be full. Jesus invited the crowd who followed him to become like him. Jesus invited the Pharisees and the teachers of the law to see God’s joy at sinners coming to Jesus. May we here the invitation of Jesus to share in God’ joy.


