ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW DOOR





Luke 13:1-35                                                                                                   


Key Verse: 13:24                                                                                             





“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many,


I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.”





Jesus meets some people on the road to Jerusalem who tell him a bizarre story.  He responds to this story by telling a parable of a fruitless fig tree. Later, Jesus heals a poor sick woman on the Sabbath. After this, Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a mustard seed and yeast. Jesus afterwards answers the question concerning the number to be saved. He refers entering the kingdom of God like that of a narrow door. He concludes this chapter by expressing his deep sorrow for the people of Jerusalem who were not willing to accept the truth of the kingdom of God. Jesus urges his people to enter the kingdom of God through the narrow door.





I.  Unless You Repent (1-9) 





Look at verse 1. “Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.” Evidently, Pilate had brutally slaughtered a number of Galileans and used their blood to mix with their sacrifices and defile the most Holy place in the Temple worship. Some who had witnessed this cruel event came to report it to Jesus. According to verse 2, the people who told this story to Jesus related the fate of these Galileans to their sin problem. Verse 2 says, “Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way?” In other words, when they saw the tragic event that happened, they saw that these Galileans suffered this way because of their sins. They were only relieved that God did not punish them in the same way. The gospel of Jesus is left out. People find false relief at the expense of the sins of others.  





How did Jesus see the fate of these Galileans? Look at verse 3. “I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you to will perish.” Jesus opposed their idea that suffering has to do with sin or that they were better sinners because they did not suffer as much as those Galileans. People only compare degrees of sin instead of repenting. My wife thinks that I am a worst sinner than she is because I am poor dishwasher and she is only a poor housekeeper. Of course, I think just the opposite. But Jesus urges his people to repent or they will perish. When we see the dishes or the house cleaning, we fail to see God. When we see God, we can repent and accept each other in God. Jesus so much wants us to find our lives in God. Jesus helps us to see our need for repentance by teaching us a short story and a parable in the following verses. 





First, Jesus teaches them about an accident that happened in Siloam. Eighteen people were killed when they erected a water tower in Siloam. What a tragic story! These 18 people were working hard to make a living and they did not expect to die. Look at verse 4. “Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them-do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?” Jesus saw that this was nothing more than an accident. Jesus was not trapped in the thinking that bad things were the cause of one’s sin. Instead, he used this story as a call for their repentance. Verse 5 says, “I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 





Second, a man planted a fig tree. Jesus teaches a short parable about a man who planted a fig tree. Let’s read verses 6-7. “Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, “For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?” This parable teaches us that Jesus’ people are living in God’s vineyard. We are the fig trees that are required to bear fruit. The very fact that we are planted in God’s vineyard is a mark of God’s favor. The man in this story relates to each of us. God gave us each a fig tree. A fig tree should eventually bear figs. The owner’s expectation is to see fruit, so he went to look for fruit on his fig tree. Christ came into this world, came to his own, seeking fruit. When he came, he saw no fruit. He even complains to the man looking after the vineyard: I came, seeking fruit for 3 years, but I found nothing. The owner waited patiently for three years. Here we see Jesus’ long suffering and patience with us who enjoy the gospel benefits but don’t bear fruit. God our owner is only looking for some fruit. 





Look at verses 7-8. “Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” How does the owner of the vineyard help this man to bear fruit on his fig tree? He gives him another whole year. We learn from God how he leads us to repentance. He gives us one more year.  Notice that eventually the fig tree will be cut down if it does not bear fruit. It is God’s kindness that leads us to repentance. He is so tolerant and patient with those who are unfruitful so that they may eventually bear fruit. The words, “If it bears fruit next year, fine!” indicate to us how well-pleased God will be with us if our fig tree bears fruit. We learn in Jesus’ story that any barren tree can be saved, if it repents. God gave this fig tree more time to repent in his great mercy. From this story we come to see Jesus’ mind and heart. Jesus wants us to see God’s loving care of us and his long suffering for us so that we will not perish but turn to God. The words, ‘leave it alone for one more year’ remind us that God’s mercy is that he gives us a period of time to repent. I thank God that I did not die in my sins when I was 21. Jesus knew I needed more time to repent. Thank God that are barren trees are not cut down immediately. Jesus really tolerates us as a loving father but we should never expect him to bear us if we are unfruitful, for the barren tree will soon be cut down. Praise and thank God that he gives us the gracious warning, “Repent or perish.” Praise God that he came to us to lead us back to life in God. 





II.  Jesus Heals a Woman on the Sabbath (10-17) 





Let’s read verse 10-12 together. “On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.” When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” Then he put his hand on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. Jesus taught this woman that he had set her free from her infirmity. When crooked souls are made straight, they will show it by glorifying God. Jesus came to free us from our infirmities on the Sabbath.





Surprisingly, Jesus’ actions made the synagogue ruler indignant. Look at verse 14. Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” This synagogue ruler criticized Jesus because he healed on the Sabbath. He had no spiritual eyes to see the work of God. 





What did Jesus call this man who had no eyes to see God’s work? He called him a hypocrite. Verse 15-16 say: The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should not his woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” The work of God is setting people free from Satan who bounds us. The Sabbath was given to man so that he may be set free from whatever bounds him so that he can worship God. It is a day to rejoice in God and his mercy. Jesus wanted to set this synagogue ruler free from his hypocrisy. Even the synagogue ruler untied his ox and donkey on the Sabbath from the stall to take them out to drink water. He violated the Sabbath Law by working on the Sabbath. He knew God’s mercy that God cares about the ox and donkey and it would be cruel to give them no water on the Sabbath. But when it came to this woman who God healed on the Sabbath, he showed no mercy. What he knew about God and what he did came in conflict? Jesus exposes his hypocrisy so that he may be set free to worship God. We are always tormented by our hypocrisy after we learn the truth in the Bible. But when we repent, we are made free in the grace of God, and we find God’s rest. The Sabbath was made to free us into God. Jesus used the Sabbath day to show mercy and bring life.





Look at verse 16 again. “Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath from what bound her?” What did Jesus see when he saw this woman on the Sabbath? He saw that this woman was a beautiful daughter of Abraham who was bound by Satan for 18 long years. He saw the whole Bible from the very beginning of the creation of the world. He saw the promise of God and the children of Abraham. Verse 17 says, “When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.”  Jesus’ mercy on the Sabbath brought those who didn’t repent to be painfully humble and rebellious against God. While others who saw God were rejoicing in the wonderful things he was doing. We must learn to rejoice in God’s mercy. We learn here that this synagogue ruler had a choice to repent or perish in his hypocrisy. This offer is given to all of us on the Sabbath. Thank God that he gave the Sabbath day so that we may rest in his mercy. Thank God that the Sabbath was made for man’s repentance and to restore him to God. 





III.  What is the Kingdom of God Like? (18-30)


 


Jesus helps us by comparing the kingdom of God to a mustard seed and to yeast. Look at verses 18 and 19. “Then Jesus asked, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? It is like a mustard seed, which a man planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches.’ It is quite different than what we expect. We expect it to appear great. But it is a little tiny thing like a mustard seed. Jesus tells us that it is buried in a garden. In fact, we do not even know that it is there. It promises little to us. This tiny mustard seed would somehow grow into a tree and even the birds will take rest in its branches. This tiny thing somehow grows in the world. I found out a few weeks ago that we now have a mustard seed fellowship in Cincinnati. It is tiny compared to the many students at the Xavier University. But we have hope in time that it will grow like a tree. 





	Look at verses 20-21. “Again he asked, ‘What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough.” Yeast is a little piece of dough that makes the dough grow. How is the kingdom of God like yeast? It makes the dough expand. Yeast works very silently that you are always surpised when it makes the dough grow. In the same way, the kingdom of God expands. Both with the mustard seed and the yeast it takes time to grow. When the yeast is planted and mixed in the dough, it makes the whole lump of dough grow bigger. In the same way, when the good news of the kingdom of God is planted in one’s heart, there is always an invisible but gradual work of God going on in that person. It is a very tiny work and it never appears to us as great. During the summer, I visited the late Dr. Samuel Lee’s original home in Korea. How a family could live in such a small place and how the gospel work could spread all over the world despite how small and insignificant was it’s beginning in Korea. Jesus knows that the mustard seed and the yeast will grow in men’s hearts when it is received with repentance and faith.





Look at verse 22. “Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.” This verse teaches us that Jesus was still headed for Jerusalem, and he was still teaching the good news of the kingdom of God. Look at verse 23. “Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” Probably this man had heard Jesus’ message, “But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” How does Jesus help us to enter the kingdom of God?





First, Jesus teaches us to make every effort to enter the kingdom of God. Look at verse 24. “He said to them, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.” Making every effort to enter the kingdom of God means to struggle to seek God. Jesus was going to Jerusalem to the cross. His struggle was to seek God. Jesus teaches us what Satan does not want us to know. It is painfully hard to enter the kingdom of God. Paul the Apostle describes it like running a race to win the prize. In light of what Jesus was saying earlier in this passage, it is the way of seeking and turning to God. 





Second, away from me, all you evildoers. Look at the response of the owner to such people. Verse 25-27 says, “Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers.” Notice how these people tried to enter the kingdom of God. They tried to get in by knocking and pleading with the owner to let them in. The door of God’s mercy and grace are now opened for us. It is now time to repent and enter in. It is time to celebrate and to take our places at the feast in the kingdom of God. These people who are left knocking on the door of heaven, seem to be very confident, ‘Sir, open the door for us, we ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ Their hope to get into heaven even carried them as far as heaven’s gate. What was the grounds for their confidence? They ate and drank with Christ and heard his word. But this self-confident religion will not get them into the narrow door. Jesus repeats these words twice, “I don’t know you or where you come from.” He even calls them evildoers. The Lord surely knows those who belong to him. He knows those who hear his words and put them into practice. We learn from the content of this chapter that a person must learn to repent that he is a evildoer and learn to live in Christ and his mercy. To those who do not know him, there will be only weeping and gnashing of teeth. When they see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and they themselves thrown out. We learn that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are already there because they believed God. 





Third, those who enter through the narrow door will participate in feast in the kingdom of God. Look at verses 29. “People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.” Jesus lets us know that those who are in the kingdom of God are from all parts of the world. He invites everyone to come to the kingdom of God. He invites all of us today to enter his presence. The gospel of Jesus is our invitation to come. For those who only enjoyed the world and their association with the church but did not repent, will be thrown out. Jesus so much wants us to make every effort to enter through the narrow door. We learn from Jesus that they only way to enter the kingdom of God is by knowing the owner and this is an ongoing effort of repentance. Look at verse 30. “Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” There are many who seem to be progressing well towards the kingdom of God, but will fall short. And still others who seem to be left behind but will be first. Therefore, it should concern us to make every effort to enter the kingdom of God. The narrow door to the kingdom of God is open for us. Let us enter in and feast with Jesus and all the prophets.  





IV.  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem...  (31-35)





Look at verse 31. “At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” Herod, the king of Israel, already killed the righteous man John the Baptist. Now he wanted to kill Jesus. Jesus was not shaken from proclaiming the kingdom of God. He longed to see the Holy City, of Jerusalem, repent and be gathered to God.





Jesus’ response to this threat is his coming to Jerusalem. He saw that he would keep on going until he would die in Jerusalem. Look at verses 32-33. “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!” In calling Herod a fox, Jesus saw his true character, that he was subtle as a fox, ready to pounce on God’s servants and kill them. But Jesus saw his journey to the cross as driving out demons and healing the sick. Jesus saw that his painful death would be the only way to heal people from the grip of Satan and provide the ultimate way for his people to enter the narrow door to the kingdom of God. His goal was to be united with God his father. 





As Jesus approached Jerusalem, he wept for her. He wept because the people of Jerusalem never repented. Let’s read verse 34.“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!” This was the Holy City. But this was the place where the prophets were killed and he would be killed. His words, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! are so moving because they reveal his broken-hearted love for this city that completely destroyed all of his servants whom he sent there. Jesus was so willing to receive the people there in the kingdom of God if only they would accept his love and repent. Jesus speaks about his longing to gather them together as his very own children. 





He describes his love for his people as a hen that gathers her chicks under her wings. As the chicks crawl under the hens wings for love and protection, Jesus wants to gather his people up with such love and tenderness. Jesus’ whole work on earth can be summed up in this warmth and tender love for his people to come back under his wings. How he longs for his people to repent and find his love! May God help us to crawl under his wings and be gathered to God who is willing to receive us who are not willing. 





Jesus does not take great pleasure in deserting us. Look at the final verse. “Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” The Holy City was left deserted when Christ was kicked out. It was left to the people of Jerusalem who were not willing to repent. Jesus can only eventually withdraw from those who drive him out. They are only left to perish in their sins. Imagine the Holy City without the dwelling of God. We know from our study of revelations that in the new Jerusalem, God will once again dwell there. Once again they will here the words, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.” (Revelations 21:3b) Jesus only wanted God to be their God. Only in the final day, will they wake up and say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” Jesus will become our God. 





Luke Chapter 13 opens our hearts up to the will of God for us. Jesus reveals to us in this chapter his heart’s desire to gather his people to the kingdom of God. We learn that Jesus’ love for “sinners” is  like a hen trying to gather her chicks under his wings. Through this passage, we learn our need for repentance is the same thing as our need for God to be our God. Jesus reveals to us his long-suffering and patience with us who are not willing. Jesus’ patience is his kindness and love for us in the gospel. May we all be gathered to God and learn to live under his wings. 


