JESUS REVEALS THE KINGDOM OF GOD





Luke 10:25-11:54


Key Verse 11:2





“He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: “Father,


hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.”’”





	Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. We have seen in past weeks how the kingdom of God was being proclaimed. May God bless us to learn of the kingdom of God through Jesus in today’s passage.





I.  The One who had Mercy (10:25-37)





	On one occasion a man who whose profession it was to know the law of Moses stood up to test Jesus. He wanted to know how he could inherit eternal life. 





	Jesus asked him “What is written in the Law?” ….. “How do you read it?” (Luke 10:26). The expert in the law answered Jesus’ question by quoting from the law: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’ ; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’“ “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” (Luke 10:27b,28).





	At this point the expert in the law knew that he couldn’t obey the law even if it meant his life.  So he wanted to justify himself. He asked Jesus “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29b). In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. (Luke 10:30). Jesus told of other religious leaders like this expert in the law who simple passed by the wounded man on the other side of the road. 





	But a Samaritan, whom the Jews despised, took pity on the wounded man. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ (Luke 10:34,35)





	Jesus then asked the expert in the law “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” (Luke 10:36,37a). The expert in the law perceived the practice of the godly quality of mercy in the one he despised as a godless spiritual half-breed. Jesus gave him the direction to practice the same mercy. In this he learns the core of the law that God gave. The expert in the law comes to know God himself. 











II.  The Lord at the Home of Martha (38-42)





	As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. (Luke 10:38). This required a lot of cooking, cleaning, and setting up. During all of this activity Martha’s sister Mary sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. (Luke 10:39b). 





	The Lord himself had come to visit But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:40-42). Martha chose to be busy for the Lord but Mary chose the Lord.





III.  Jesus Taught his Disciples to Pray (11:1-13)





	One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. (Luke 11:1). His disciples had seen John the Baptist teach his followers to pray and they wanted Jesus to teach them to pray. Jesus taught them to call God as their holy Father, whose kingdom they wish to come. Jesus taught them to pray for the provision, forgiveness, and protection of all of God’s people. 





	After teaching them what to say in prayer, Jesus tells a story of a bold disciple who asks to borrow three loaves of bread at midnight. The disciples’ boldness gets him what he wants. Jesus taught his disciples Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. (Luke 11:9b). Prayer is neither passive nor timid. It is a bold action. With boldness in the forgiveness of sins the disciples call God as Father. With boldness they seek his holiness and his kingdom. Jesus’ prayer is not a matter of words, but an attitude of boldness of asking, seeking,  and  knocking. What is given to such a person? For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. (Luke 11:10). 


 


	Jesus concluded “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:11-13). The best and boldest request of all is to receive God Himself through prayer.





IV.  Jesus Drives out a Demon (14-28)





	Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. But some of them said, “By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.” Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven. Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? (Luke 11:14-18a). If Satan gave power to Jesus he would be supporting an attack upon himself. 





	Even the followers of these people claimed to drive out demons by the power of God. So to accuse Jesus of using Satan’s power was to condemn there own followers and thus themselves. 





	What is seen in Jesus’ driving out the demon? The biggest and worst thing the people could come up to was Beelzebub. However Jesus showed them that this was God, and just the finger of God at that. And if even the finger of God came to them, then the kingdom of God had come to them. 





	Satan is like a strong man, guarding his own house and keeping his possessions safe. In driving out the demon Jesus shows that he is stronger than Satan. More than that he shows that he has overpowered Satan because he takes away the people whom Satan had possession of.  Jesus said “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters. (Luke 11:23)





	Jesus then addresses the man from who the demon was driven out. He was now like a cleaned up but empty house. If the man remains empty of the kingdom of God, seven other spirits more wicked than itself go and live in the man. 





V.  The Sign of Jonah (29-54)





	As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. (Luke 11:29a). Wicked is to be evil in principle and practice. How were these people wicked? Jesus said it was because they asked for a miraculous sign. Jesus said that no sign would be given them except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. (Luke 11:30). Jonah had preached repentance to the Ninevites. Jesus, who is greater than Jonah, is now calling these people to repentance. 





	Jesus continued “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead he puts it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. Your eye is the lamp of your body. (Luke 11:33,34a) The sign of Jonah, repentance, are the good eyes that open to the light of the lamp to bring brightness to a person’s whole body.  Non-repentance is having bad eyes that bring only darkness to our inner being. See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines on you.” (Luke 11:35,36)





	When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. (Luke 11:37). To the surprise of his host Jesus did not perform the traditional ceremonial washing prior to eating the meal. 





	Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? But give what is inside the dish to the poor, and everything will be clean for you. (Luke 11:39-41). 





	What did the Pharisees do? They obeyed the law of tithing even to the point of giving to God a tenth of what grew in their gardens. But they lived to have the most important seats in church and to have people recognize them. Like unmarked graves they made unsuspecting people unclean. Their eyes were bad and they were full of darkness. They were bringing on themselves many woes. Jesus called them to repent that they had neglected justice and the love of God. 





	One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us also.” (Luke 11:45). Jesus also pronounced woes upon them. The experts in the law added rules and regulations to the law of Moses that were only a burden to people. They did nothing to help the people with these burdens. 





	The experts in the law built tombs for the prophets that their ancestors had killed. In building the tombs they were inadvertently testifying that they approved what their forefathers did. Neither these people nor their ancestors repented at the teaching of the prophets. 





	God in his wisdom would send them prophets and now apostles. They would kill some of these and others they would persecute. This generation had the One greater than Jonah among them and they will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the world. 





	The experts in the law went beyond bringing woe to themselves. They took away the key to knowledge. They themselves did not enter, and they hindered those who were entering.





	In keeping with the sign of Jonah, it can be understood that Jesus was saying these things to the Pharisees and the expert in the law that they may repent. However, when Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, waiting to catch him in something he might say. 





VI.  Conclusion





Jesus’ prayer reveals who he is. Jesus lived with the holiness of His Father and his kingdom foremost in his thoughts. He also lived with all of God’s people’s well being in mind. In him can be seen the kingdom of God. Jesus is in stark contrast to the people in today stories. The expert in the law only had his justification and his life in mind. Martha had pots and pans in her mind. The crowds were obsessed with miraculous signs while the Pharisees with their religion. Still Jesus gave the sign of Jonah that these people might repent like the ancient Ninevites and enter the realm where he is. Through Jesus’ prayer he invites his disciples then and now into his existance, the kingdom of God. 


