JESUS SETS OUT FOR JERUSALEM

Luke 9:51-10:24

Key Verse: 10:11

“Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off

against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.”

    
Jesus sent out the twelve apostles in the previous chapter with his authority to drive out demons and to cure diseases, and to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. Jesus so much wanted to harvest the world for the kingdom of God. In chapter 10, he sends out seventy-two others with the purpose of raising harvest workers for the kingdom of God.  He wanted these disciples to prepare the people in each town and place to receive his message. Jesus spent his last few months on earth before his crucifixion making disciples and sending them out. At this time Jesus is beginning to move steadily toward Jerusalem; we are amazed at Jesus’ wholehearted desire to preach the nearness of the kingdom of God. We are amazed at Jesus’ determination to go to Jerusalem to be crucified on a cross. Through this passage, may God open our hearts to see how Jesus brought the kingdom of God and how his journey to Jerusalem testifies to it. May we go and proclaim the kingdom of God like Jesus did as he went to Jerusalem.

I.   Go and Proclaim the Kingdom of God (51-62)

     
Look at verse 51. “As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.” The appointed time for the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus was now approaching, and Jesus was fully determined to go to the cross. The time for Jesus to go back to heaven was now approaching him. On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus had to cross through Samaria. From Galilee, Jesus would cross through Samaria to Jerusalem. Verse 52 says, “And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him…” Jesus prepared his coming to Samaria by sending messengers to prepare the way for him. 

     
Look at verse 53. “…but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem.” The fact that Jesus was going to Jerusalem made him not welcomed in Samaria. Jesus was going to be hung on a cross in Jerusalem to fulfill God’s purpose but the Samaritans could only despise him and reject him. They saw what they wanted to see in Jesus. This made the disciples, James and John, very angry and they said to Jesus, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” Here was a self-righteous call for instant judgment. The disciples were more concerned about Jesus being rejected than the will of God. They were no different than the Samaritans that rejected Jesus. Jesus had been rejected and the disciples wanted to burn up the town. Unlike the disciples, Jesus’ way is different. Jesus went to Jerusalem to proclaim the kingdom of God. Jesus turned and rebuked them and they traveled on to another village. 

    
In verses 57-62, we have the account of three men who were prepared to be disciples of Jesus. After carefully looking at them, we learn that each one wanted to do something first before they took up their cross of following Jesus. 

    
Jesus meets a very confident disciple on the road. Look at verse 57. “As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” He made a great short-lived promise to follow Jesus wherever he would go. Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” It is strange that Jesus would say that he did not have even a foot of dirt on this earth to lay his head. Jesus did not try to make following him attractive at all. Jesus would have failed if he were a salesman. Jesus helped this self-confident man to see the truth of the Son of Man while he lived on earth. The kingdom of God does not fit into our way of thinking. Jesus’ response to this man seemed totally ridiculous to me at first until I began to think about the Son of Man. Jesus teaches the man that he should reexamine what the truth of the Son of Man means to him. I found that many of us follow Jesus for the wrong reason. This self-confident man thought he was able to follow Jesus, but Jesus taught him the truth about himself, for the Son of Man had no place to lay his head. When we follow Jesus, we are not guaranteed a nice easy going life and a warm bed but a life like Jesus who called us. Last night, I had to stay up just about all night to prepare two messages; I wanted to lay my head but God kept me up through the night struggling to write a message for CBF and this message.   

Jesus met another man and said to him, “Follow me.” But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Here was a man who loved his father and wanted to bury him. He thought that his duty to his father would excuse him from following Jesus. Jesus gave him a greater mission than burying the dead; he invited him into the kingdom of God. Jesus’ answer was: “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Jesus wanted this man to proclaim the kingdom of God. Jesus did not condemn burial. Even the great prophets were buried in the tomb. Jesus saw that life for this man could only be found in his obedience to God and his command to, “Go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Over the last few years, I have met the biggest challenge of my life trying to manage a family and attend school and just plain pay the bills. But in light of Jesus teaching here, these things are only of the dead if I leave God out. We can learn from Jesus that he helps us who can only take care of the dead to grow as his obedient servants. In our obedience to Jesus’ words we find our life in Jesus. We learn from Jesus that it is about one’s obedience to God rather than our schedules. This man needed to find room in his life to proclaim the kingdom of God instead of using the death of his father as an excuse. 

Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family.” It seemed like a reasonable request to go home and say good-by to his family. All he wanted to do is say good-by. Jesus replied to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” This man allowed his worldly cares to distract him from the kingdom of God. When a man follows Jesus, he puts his hand to the plow. A plow is used to break and turn the earth for the harvest work. When Jesus calls us, we are called forth to do his harvest work. There is no room to look back for those who follow Jesus. When Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem, he taught all three of these men the life of following him. Jesus was never taken off course in the work of proclaiming the kingdom of God. Jesus teaches us to set our hearts on the kingdom of God and to go proclaim it to the world.  

II.  The Harvest is Plentiful  (1-24)

     
“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go.” Jesus sent his disciples out two by two so that they may strengthen and encourage each other. Co-working is a necessary part of gospel work because God’s people are sent like sheep among the wolves. 

     
In verses 2-3, we learn how Jesus viewed the world in which he was sending them out. “He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.” Jesus was sending out lambs to harvest wolves. How can a lamb harvest a wolf? It seems like it should be the other way around. But Jesus knew that the harvest was plentiful. He knew that God could change the hearts of those who would crucify him to be the very children of God. He was not discouraged because the world would soon crucify him, but he was all the more eager to save the world. When Jesus saw the world, he saw it as a harvest field, somewhat like a farmer sees his crops. He saw the real problem in the world was that there was a shortage of gospel workers. He gave his disciples two prayer topics: 1) To pray for the harvest. 2) To send out workers in the harvest field. Prayer is the most potent weapon and requirement for being a harvest worker. Nobody can change a person’s heart. God must work in each person and must raise up harvest workers. We must learn from Jesus to ask the Lord for the harvest. We can learn from Jesus that he saw the great need for the harvest. Verse 16 helps us to see what the harvest is: “He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” The harvest is the people who listen to Jesus and welcome his kingdom into their lives. When Jesus our Lord went to Jerusalem, he saw the harvest work of God.

Jesus gave those he sent out very specific instructions.“Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.” They were not to depend on anything but the Lord who sends them out. They would focus their work on proclaiming the kingdom of God. They were bound to the task of preaching the good news of the kingdom of God. They must not get side tracked by those who greet them on the road. They would learn to obey Jesus’ words and to dwell in his grace. The road would direct for them. Like we witness in Jesus himself who went to Jerusalem, he kept his focus on God not the dust of the road or the well-wishers on the road. 

In verses 5-8, we learn how we are to greet others and what our attitude should be when we go out into the world. “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’” We are to bring a message of peace to others. Christ’s church was very much like a house church where people met in their homes to share the peace of God. We are to invite people into the peace of God. If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. Verse 7 says, “Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.” Those who receive the gospel message will receive you and treat you with hospitality. We learn here that we should be thankful for whatever we eat even if it is not to our liking but we should not move from house to house to look at a better menu or abuse the grace given to us. We must learn to accept what God gives us and be thankful for the peace of God that is with us.

The message we are to bring to other is that the kingdom of God is near. Verse 9 says, “Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.” We are to bring Jesus to the world. The message, “The kingdom of God is near you” is the whole point of gospel work. After the disciples healed the sick, they are to tell them, “The Kingdom of God is near you.” This truth never changes. Verses 10-11 teach us what we should do when people reject us. “But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, “Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.” The one sure thing is that the kingdom of God is near. Everything else is only the dust on our feet. For those who reject the message they are under the judgment of God. But the kingdom of God is very near to them as well. Jesus brought the kingdom of God to us through giving us his commands to obey. A disciple must learn to listen to Jesus and obey him as he goes out. When the apostles are rejected, they must have an absolute faith in the kingdom of God. They must recognize that God’s judgment falls on those who reject their message and that they are there by the command of God. They must not compromise their message or become apologetic to anyone. Rather, they should learn to shake the dust off their feet as a testimony against them. Verse 12 says, “I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.” The people of Sodom rejected Lot’s warning when he warned them that the city would be destroyed by fire, but rejecting the gospel message is a far more serious offense against God.

Jesus gives us a vivid example of those who rejected his message, those who knew of him most. Let’s read verse 12-16. Jesus laments over the cities of Korazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum where his mighty works were done but the people rejected the gospel message. They were under God’s judgment for not hearing and accepting Jesus. Jesus says, “Woe to you”, a deep and powerful sadness. Capernaum was Jesus’ home base in Galilee. He taught repeatedly in their synagogues and drove out evil spirits. They enjoyed greater privileges than Tyre and Sidon but they did not repent. These cities were lifted up to the skies; that they came more near to heaven than any other cities but did not repent. God’s intention of showing them favor was that they may repent in sackcloth and ashes. Instead, they abused the grace of God. Jesus was so sad that they rejected the message of God. He was so sad that they listened to his message but did not repent. He knew that they were on their way to hell. On the day of judgment, Tyre and Sidon would be better off. We must ask God’s mercy to help us to accept the message, “The kingdom of God is near.” We must learn to repent before God.

The seventy-two came back with joy and said to Jesus, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” They were very surprised that even the demons submitted to them in Jesus’ name. They obeyed Jesus’ command and they were full of great joy. But they were joyful for the wrong reason.  They wanted to brag to Jesus about all of their achievements. They were especially moved by the demons who submitted to them. They were happy to be exorcists but ignored the kingdom of God. They definitely needed God’s help here. Let’s read verses 18,19. Jesus helps them to see that their authority comes from God. It is not their own. He teaches them to see the kingdom of God in everything; not the works they performed in his grace. 

Why should they rejoice then? Verse 20 says, “However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” The real cause of a disciples’ joy should be that their names are written in the book of life in heaven. It is there that we have our hotel reservations and have approval from God that we belong to him. Jesus teaches us that we should rejoice because the kingdom of God has come to us. We have real reason to rejoice everyday in Jesus. 

After the disciples returned, Jesus was full of joy through the Holy Spirit. Even though his coming crucifixion was near, Jesus only praised his Father. “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.” Jesus rejoiced in God who was working in his disciples who seemed to live like children, with simple faith in God. He saw God who revealed himself to his disciples through their obedience to the gospel message. Let’s read verses 22-23 together. Jesus reveals that only him and his Father can reveal the things of God to us. The disciples success only brought them to glory in themselves and the Samaritans who did not welcome him only brought judgment on themselves. But Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God has nothing to do with any of these things. Until Jesus responds to us, we are helplessly lost in one thing or another, we only thank and praise Jesus who opens our eyes to see that the kingdom of God is near.   

Jesus turns to his disciples and tells them privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” Jesus saw that his disciples were the truly blessed people in the world because of what they saw and heard in Jesus. They had the privilege to see and hear the things of God and to participate in the harvest work of the kingdom of God. Many kings and prophets wanted to see and hear what they did, but could not. The kings and prophets were truly great people, but they did not have the blessed privilege of hearing the gospel message. They could not see or hear the words of Jesus. We learn that the acceptance of the gospel of the kingdom of God is the work of God in us. We learn that Jesus sent the seventy-two out so that they might be the workers of his harvest field. We learn that the true mercy of God is that Jesus opens our eyes to see and hear the things of God. May we praise Jesus who reveals the hidden things of God to man who can never cross the gap with all his wisdom and learning. The death of Jesus on the cross can never be seen as the mighty work of God to those who are wise and learned. It can only be revealed in Jesus who chooses to reveal this glory to us. When we obey Jesus’ words, “Go and proclaim the kingdom of God” are eyes will be opened to see and hear the things of God for it was God’s good pleasure to send Jesus to us. 

