JESUS REVEALS HIS GLORY

Luke 9:1-50

Key Verse: 9:35

“A voice came from the cloud, saying, ‘This is

my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.’”


In today’s passage, Jesus gave his power and authority to his disciples to heal people everywhere. He opened their eyes to the compassion of God by feeding five thousand. He brought his disciples—namely Peter—to the confession, “You are the Christ of God.” It would seem like the culmination of Jesus’ ministry, but it is instead the turning point. It is the time when Jesus began to teach the truth of the Son of Man who must suffer many things, and who is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. It is the time when Jesus called his disciples to follow him in those things.

I.  The Son of Man Must Suffer (1-27)


Jesus had been teaching his disciples that the word of God is the secrets of the kingdom of God. This truth was witnessed powerfully when Jesus calmed the storm, when he healed a demon-possessed man and a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, and when he raised the daughter of Jairus. After raising Jairus’ daughter, Jesus began to give this authority to the Twelve. Verses 1-2 say, “When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.” The power and authority that Jesus gave the Twelve was the power and authority he worked with—the power and authority of God. The message they preached was the message of the kingdom of God.

Verses 3-5 are the instructions Jesus gave the Twelve when he sent them out. He told them: “Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them.” When Jesus sent them out, he didn’t equip them with anything for the journey. They went out equipped only with what Jesus gave them—power and authority. They had to depend on Jesus’ word only. For this journey, Jesus sent them out as the testimony of the authority of the word of God. They were a collection of some fishermen, a tax collector and others. But when the word of God came to each of them, they were new people. They were the testimony of the authority of the word of God, who drove out their sins and gave them new life. For those who welcomed the Twelve, they welcomed the kingdom of God; for those who did not welcome the Twelve, the testimony became the testimony against them. Jesus commanded the Twelve to shake the dust of such a town off their feet. The testimony was not a matter between people. It was the testimony of the kingdom of God.

Verse 6 says, “So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.” As Jesus’ ministry in Galilee was nearing its end, the ministry of the gospel was going on. Through the Twelve, and through the testimony of the kingdom of God in them, the gospel went out from village to village healing people everywhere. Through the gospel message, the kingdom of God has come. (2,6) Verses 7-9 say that even Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed, because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life. But Herod said, “I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?” And he tried to see him. The message of the gospel reached Herod. It even penetrated his heart and mind after he beheaded John. The message of the kingdom of God is healing for some, the testimony against others, and some like Herod are perplexed. Whatever the response of people, the gospel began going out everywhere at this time. As Jesus’ ministry in Galilee reached its conclusion, Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority of the kingdom of God.

Verses 10-11 say, “When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing.” Jesus wanted to withdraw with his disciples after their successful mission trip. So they went away by themselves. But the crowds followed him. They came uninvited. But Jesus welcomed the unwelcome crowd. He spoke to the uninvited about the kingdom of God, and he healed those who needed healing. By welcoming these people, Jesus begins to open our eyes to the beauty of the kingdom of God. Jesus had given power and authority to his disciples. Now he began to open their hearts to his compassion.

Verse 12 says, “Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, ‘Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here.’” It was getting late. The crowd had come with no provisions for their own food and rest. The disciples seemed to be thinking about the well being of the people at this time. But the summary of their well-intended idea was: “Send the crowd away.” What was Jesus’ reply? He replied, “You give them something to eat.” (13a) It was an impossible command. The disciples protested, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd.” There were five thousand people to feed with five loaves of bread and two fish. They had no time so late in the day even to find so much food, let alone money to buy it. At this time Jesus told them, “You give them something to eat.” 

What did Jesus do? Look at verses 14b-17. “But he said to his disciples, ‘Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.’ The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.” Jesus fed the people. Jesus fed five thousand with five loaves and two fish. And Jesus involved these disciples, who were not necessarily willing participants. Jesus didn’t send this crowd away—even the uninvited. And Jesus didn’t despise what the Twelve brought to him—even though it was nonsense. Jesus magnified the blessing of God at this time. The kingdom of God is more than power and authority. In these verses we see the compassion of Jesus given to the people and especially to the Twelve. Jesus invited the Twelve into his compassion.

After recalling the sending out of the Twelve and helping them feed five thousand men, Luke tells of a very private meeting with his disciples. Verses 18-19 say, “Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, ‘Who do the crowds say I am?’ They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.’” After Jesus sent out the Twelve, he asked them what others were saying. From their responses, everyone thought Jesus was a great man of God—either a prophet or even a resurrected prophet or John the Baptist. It isn’t a small thing that Jesus was so great to so many. But Jesus asked his disciples the question personally. “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” (20) Peter’s confession was the fruit of his following Jesus. From a fisherman to a fisher of men, Peter followed Jesus. He was sent out with Jesus’ power and authority, and witnessed Jesus’ tender compassion firsthand. Jesus had been revealing himself to his disciples so that they may recognize God. Now Peter confessed who Jesus was to him. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” It was an amazing confession. But this was not the end point for Peter. He had a personal confession that Jesus is the Christ. But that was the starting point for him as an apostle, not the ending point. Now he was ready to learn the truth of the Son of Man. Verses 21-22 say, “Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. And he said, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.’” Right after Peter’s personal confession Jesus opened to his disciples the truth of the Son of Man who came to suffer many things, to be rejected and even killed, then raised to life. Jesus is the Christ of God; at the same time, this Christ of God is the Son of Man who must suffer. Jesus revealed his glory to Peter and his disciples until they could confess, “You are the Christ of God.” Now they were ready to learn the glory of the Son of Man who must suffer many things. It was the new beginning of their life of following Jesus.

What did he teach them about the life that follows Jesus? Verses 23-27 say, “Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.” Jesus would reveal the glory of God through his disciples—those who follow him. The life that follows Jesus means denying oneself, taking up his cross daily and following Jesus. It is a daily process of taking up one’s cross. Every person has his cross. Every person reveals God’s glory—the glory of the gospel—uniquely. To take up his cross daily means to lose his life, but to lose his life for Jesus. It means gaining God’s life. The life in this world pursues gain in this world—even up to the whole world. But the cost of worldly pursuit is forfeiting one’s very self, that is, the God-given life. To follow the one who suffers, is rejected and killed is shameful from the point of view of the world. But that is the glory of the Father. God’s glory is eternal glory in the kingdom of God. The worldly life ends in death; the life that follows Jesus ends in eternal life in the kingdom of God. When Jesus gave his power and authority to the Twelve, when he opened their eyes to the compassion of God in the gospel, he brought them to the confession, “You are the Christ of God.” It is the starting point of learning the glory of the Son of Man. Jesus said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” Jesus called his disciples to follow this Son of Man. It is the beginning of eternal life in the kingdom of God. It is how God is made known to men.

II.  Jesus is Transfigured (28-36)

Verse 28 says, “About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray.” At this time Jesus took only three disciples with him. “As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.” (29-31) Here Jesus was revealed in heavenly glory. He had the appearance of the glorious Lamb from the book of Revelation. With him were Moses and Elijah, God’s servants who suffered in this world more than any men for the sake of God. But they did not appear as suffering servants. They appeared in glorious splendor. As they stood in radiant beauty, they spoke about Jesus’ departure. They spoke about the fulfillment of the will of God for Jesus to die on the cross. Jesus’ ministry in Galilee was coming to a close, and he was about to set out for Jerusalem to be crucified. How amazing that the three appeared in glorious splendor, and talked about Jesus’ suffering. But that is how God is revealed in all his glory in this world. What was the response of Jesus’ disciples? Verses 32-33 say, “Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ (He did not know what he was saying.)” The three disciples were not yet fully awakened. But when they were, they saw Jesus’ glory. Jesus’ glory transcends even that of Moses and Elijah. Jesus’ glory is the glory of God. Peter wanted this heavenly glory to stay with him forever. They could live like that on the mountain. But he did not know what he was saying. Jesus said that the Son of Man must suffer. He did not come to dwell on earth in heavenly glory. He came to call men to follow him, who suffered and was rejected and killed.

Verses 34-36 say, “While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. A voice came from the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.’ When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen.” Peter thought it would be good if they put up shelters. But the voice of God said, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” Jesus is the Son of God. He is the chosen Son. From this point forward, Jesus would resolutely set out for Jerusalem. There he would bring to fulfillment the will of God for him—to be rejected, crucified, and on the third day, raised to life. God said, “Listen to him.” For a moment Jesus was revealed in glorious splendor with Moses and Elijah. But the glory of the Son of Man would be revealed in the gospel. When the voice had spoken they found that Jesus was alone. It is Jesus alone that they must listen to. Jesus alone—who they found before them now as a man, who must suffer many things—God said, “Listen to him.” Jesus appeared in glorious splendor; Jesus is the Son of Man who must suffer many things. Both represent God’s eternal glory. How can a person see the glory of God in these two opposite things? God said, “Listen to him.” When we listen to him, the gospel comes to us in glorious splendor.

III.  The Son of Man is Going to be Betrayed (37-50)

Verses 37-40 say, “The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. A man in the crowd called out, ‘Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him. I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.’” Jesus and the three disciples stayed on the mountain for one day. It was like a glimpse of the heavenly kingdom. But when they came down from the mountain they saw a different scene. There was a large crowd, and among the crowd was a man whose only son was tormented by an evil spirit that was threatening to destroy him. To make matters worse, the disciples that Jesus had left behind—the same ones who had been sent out and had healed people everywhere when Jesus sent them out—could not drive out the spirit. The man was desperate, the crowd was anxious, and the disciples were probably frustrated. What did Jesus say when he saw all of this? Verse 41 says, “O unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.” Jesus called it an unbelieving and perverse generation. It is a contrast to the scene at the top of the mountain. When Jesus came down from the mountain, he came to the unbelief of men. He came to the perversion of God’s creation, where an evil spirit could rule a man’s one and only son, where even the disciples of Jesus were unable to do anything. When Jesus came, he came to dwell in the midst of such a generation. He came to stay and put up with it all. But in the midst of the unbelief and perversion, Jesus said, “Bring your son here.” Jesus bore all of it to heal one young boy. Verse 42 says, “Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father.” Jesus rebuked the evil spirit and healed the boy. Jesus rebukes this unbelieving and perverse generation to heal it and give it back to the Father. May God bless us to listen to Jesus’ rebuke and be healed.

Verses 43-45 say, “And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples, ‘Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.’ But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it.” When the crowd saw what Jesus did they were amazed. They marveled at the greatness of God. But Jesus did not let his disciples marvel. While everyone was marveling, Jesus told his disciples to listen carefully to the gospel of the Son of Man. Jesus repeated the truth of the Son of Man who was going to be betrayed. Just as Jesus came down from the mountain to dwell amid the unbelieving and perverse generation, the Son of Man came from his heavenly glory to this world and was going to be betrayed into the hands of men. The people saw the greatness of God in the miraculous healing; Jesus wanted his disciples to see the greatness of God in the gospel of the Son of Man. Verse 45 tells us that this is not a matter of human ability. A man cannot see things of God by himself; it is God-given. Right now it was hidden from the disciples. In God’s time he would reveal the full glory to them. In his epistle Peter recalled the time he saw Jesus’ glory on the Transfiguration mountain. But he wrote to help the suffering Christians to see Jesus’ glory. He encouraged them to suffer in order to learn Jesus’ glory. For now Peter couldn’t grasp it, and was even afraid to ask Jesus about it. But when he listened carefully to the gospel, he saw the glory of God there and testified to it. It became the greatness for him even as he suffered in this world.

Verses 46-50 tell of an argument that started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest. What did Jesus do? Look at verses 47-48. “Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him. Then he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least among you all—he is the greatest.’” Jesus knew that their thoughts were concerned about their relative greatness. They had no time for a little child. They had no time to welcome a little child in Jesus’ name, or even Jesus or the one who sent him. Jesus stood beside the little child. To welcome anyone in Jesus’ name is the greatest.

 At this time John spoke up. “Master,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop him, because he is not one of us.” “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not against you is for you.” (49-50) Jesus taught here to be for Jesus, not against others.

Luke 9:50 represents the turning point of Jesus’ ministry. From this time Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. From this point Jesus began revealing the glory of the Son of Man to his disciples. Here Jesus is revealed as the Christ of God and the Son of Man. He is revealed in glorious splendor on the Mount of Transfiguration, and as the one who is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. In all these things God revealed his glory. They seem like opposite things. But when God is revealed, that is the glorious thing. In 9:35 God said, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” When we listen to the Son of Man in this life, the gospel comes to us in glorious splendor.

