JESUS TEACHES THE WORD OF GOD

Luke 8:1-56

Key Verse: 8:10

“He said, ‘The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom

of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in

parables, so that, “though seeing, they may not see;

though hearing, they may not understand.”’”


In this passage Jesus teaches he incomparable value of the word of God. It is the secrets of the kingdom of God. It is the gift of the kingdom of God. Luke gave several examples of the power and authority of Jesus’ word to calm the wind and the waves, drive out evil spirits and diseases, and even give life to the dead. In the word of Jesus, the kingdom of God has come to men and is producing a crop, the fruit of the kingdom of God.

I.  Jesus Teaches in Parables (1-21)

Jesus had just been eating at Simon the Pharisee’s house. While he was there a woman who had lived a sinful life came to him and served him by washing his feet with her tears and wiping them with her hair. When Jesus saw this he said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven,” and, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” To Simon this was outside his ability to even comprehend. But this was Jesus’ ministry, where a sinful woman could be acceptable to Jesus in the forgiveness of sins. In Luke 8:1-3 we see what Jesus’ ministry was like as it grew in the region of Galilee. “After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.” Jesus proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God. The good news established the Twelve as apostles. The good news also created a new community of Jesus’ followers. The women mentioned here were greatly helped by the word of Jesus. Jesus cured them of evil spirits, demons and diseases. The word of Jesus affected some of common position and some of noble position. And these women were helping to support the Lord. It is indeed good news when a person with a demon can become a person helpful in supporting Jesus and his ministry. It is the extension of the Christmas story, where the Lord was placed in a manger and cared for by Mary. That is how the kingdom of God made its appearance among men.

In chapter 8, Luke relates this beautiful kingdom of God to the word. We learn that in the word of Jesus the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given. In the word of Jesus the kingdom of God embraces all who follow it as Jesus’ mother and brothers. Jesus’ word rules the wind and waves, demons and diseases, even gives life itself. In the word of Jesus the kingdom of God has come to men.

Luke 8:1-3 describes the intimate nature of Jesus’ ministry. But outwardly Jesus’ ministry was very public, and his popularity was growing. What did Jesus do when people came to him from everywhere? Verses 4-8 say, “While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: ‘A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.’ When he said this, he called out, ‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear.’” When crowds came from everywhere, Jesus taught them in parables. When people came from town after town, Jesus taught them a story about a farmer sowing his seed. When he was done, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him ear.” Jesus made his teaching available to all people. But he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” He wanted his people to listen carefully. Some people might use Jesus’ teaching to become better farmers. But Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” For those who listen, Jesus opens the kingdom of God.

Verses 9-10 say, “His disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, ‘The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, “though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.”’” The disciples of Jesus are the ones who came to him after he taught the parable. They came with a question, “What does it mean?” Jesus had called them to hear what he said, and so they came with the question of what the parable meant. It was to them that a parable could become the secrets of the kingdom of God. Those who come to Jesus to learn about the kingdom of God are never disappointed. Jesus opens the secrets of the kingdom of God in his teaching, even if that teaching is about sowing seed. Jesus’ word is the secrets of the kingdom of God. It has been given to us in the teaching of Jesus. Others may see Jesus teaching and hear his parable, but even though they see and hear, they may not understand the secrets of the kingdom of God. To others who aren’t seeking the kingdom of God, the teaching of Jesus is only a farmer’s almanac. To those who come to Jesus, it is the secrets of the kingdom of God, given to you.


What is the meaning of the parable? Look at verses 11-15: “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.” The parable Jesus taught was about the word of God. The farmer sows the word in all kinds of places. But some who hear the word have hearts that are hard like a path. God gives his word so that men can believe and be saved. But in the path-like heart, the devil can come and take away the word from their hearts. Others who hear the word have rocky hearts. They receive the word with joy. But in the time of testing they fall away. God gives trials in this life “so that [our] faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” (1Pe 1:7) God’s word is not to give us only earthly joy, but God gives his word so that we may have eternal, heavenly joy in the kingdom of God. Still others who hear the word have thorny hearts. They try to balance the word of God along with this life’s worries, riches and pleasures. The word of God is just one more thing. A crowded heart chokes the word of God and does not allow it to mature and blossom into the secrets of the kingdom of God. Finally there are those who not only hear the word, but retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. It is not easy to retain the word of God in this life full of worries and riches and pleasures. It is not easy when we see so many with hardened hearts to God’s word. It is not easy when we see those who were once joyful, but have now fallen away. But that is where we must retain the word of God and persevere. That is where the fruit of the secrets of the kingdom of God are born in us. In those things the word of God produces a crop even a hundred times what was sown. The farmer sows his seed in the hope of it producing a crop. Jesus sowed the word of God with the hope of it producing a bountiful crop for the kingdom of God.


Jesus also taught the parable of the lamp on a stand. “No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.” God’s word is light for men. God’s word discloses his will to men and brings it out into the open. The more carefully a man considers the word of God, the more he will be given, even the secrets of the kingdom of God. Through the word of God, God opens his glory that the world may dwell in the light of God.

While Jesus was teaching, his mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.” He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.” (19-21) How does Jesus receive those who hear God’s word and put it into practice? They are his mother and brothers. When we remember the ministry of Jesus—the Twelve and the many women who followed him—it is beautiful to think that Jesus received men and women like that. The word of God binds a person to Jesus in love. It is more than the love between brothers, more than the love between a mother and her son. This intimate love is known to those who hear God’s word and put it into practice. The Twelve and the women are examples. Through the word of God that was sown so freely by Jesus, we are invited into God’s family, to be united with him in the love of God. May God bless us to receive his word as the secrets of the kingdom of God.

II.  Jesus Calms a Storm (22-25)

After recounting Jesus’ parables about the word of God, Luke inserted several examples of the word of Jesus in action. Verses 22-23 say, “One day Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let’s go over to the other side of the lake.’ So they got into a boat and set out. As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.” At the time when large crowds were gathering, when people were coming to Jesus from town after town, when his own mother and brothers couldn’t get near Jesus, he suggested to his disciples that they go to the other side of the lake. On the lake they could be alone with Jesus, apart from the crowds. As they sailed though, Jesus, who taught the word of God without fail to the crowds, fell asleep. He was asleep to the point that not even a dangerous squall woke him. When the squall increased, and still Jesus slept, the disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” What did Jesus do? Verses 24b-25 say, “He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. ‘Where is your faith?’ he asked his disciples. In fear and amazement they asked one another, ‘Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.’” What a picture: one moment there is a squall of such magnitude it threatens to swamp the boat; then after Jesus’ word of rebuke it is completely calm. And in the complete calm, Jesus turned to his disciples and asked, “Where is your faith?” The question dissolved their fear of drowning into fear of God. They asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” Jesus’ word drives out fear. Jesus’ word plants reverent fear of God in us. Jesus’ word—which calmed the wind and waves—brings us to the throne of God with the question, “Who is this?”

III.  Jesus Heals Many (26-56)


Verses 26-27 say, “They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs.” Jesus sailed to the region of the Gerasenes in order to meet such a demon-possessed man. What did the man do when he saw Jesus? “When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!’” Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man.  But his response was, “Don’t torture me.” Actually the man’s life had been torture to this point. The townspeople tried to control him by chaining him hand and foot. But they failed. The man simply broke the chains. At the same time, he was not free. He was driven by the demon into solitary places like the tombs.


Jesus’ response to the man was different than the people of the region. What did Jesus do when he was confronted by this man? Verse 30a says, “Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’” No one cared about this man’s name. But Jesus cared about this man. Jesus sailed across the lake to see and to heal this man.


How did the man respond to Jesus? “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. (30b-31) In fact it was the demons who were replying to Jesus. How did Jesus heal the man? Verses 32-33 say, “A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission. When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.” Such was the man’s condition that he lived with a legion of suicidal demons in him day after day. Only Jesus could heal the man. And Jesus began healing him with the question, “What is your name?” For the man with the demons, it was the beginning of life. In order to heal him Jesus sacrificed a town full of pigs. In order to heal this man Jesus suffered the rejection of those tending the pigs as well as the people in the town and countryside; in fact all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left. (34-37) When the man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him. (38-39) Jesus sent the man back to the very people who had asked Jesus to leave, to the ones who had chained the man hand and foot, and commanded him to tell those people how much God had done for him through Jesus. Jesus began by asking the man, “What is your name?” He ended by making this man a testimony of the gospel. In this way Jesus’ word produced a crop in the demon-possessed man by creating him to be a testimony of the glory of God. Jesus’ word drives out demons.

What happened when Jesus returned from the region of the Gerasenes? Verses 40-42a say, “Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.” Jairus was a synagogue ruler. Jesus had often taught in synagogues earlier in his ministry. There he received rejection from some religious leaders. At the same time the size of the crowds following him made it difficult for Jesus to teach there. But Jairus remembered Jesus. He was not a disciple, he was still a synagogue ruler. But when he was confronted with his young daughter dying, the synagogue was of no value to him. Instead Jairus pleaded with Jesus to heal his daughter. 

Verses 42b-44 say, “As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.” This woman had an incurable bleeding condition. She sought help, but nobody could heal her. But when she heard about the healing ministry of Jesus, she came to him. She thought if she just touched his cloak the power of Jesus would heal her. Such was her faith.

But what did Jesus ask? “Who touched me?” Jesus asked. But they all denied it. Peter had a logical explanation. “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you.” But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.” Jesus knew. Jesus never let this moment just pass. The woman had faith, and she had been healed by Jesus, but Jesus didn’t let her just disappear from him. He persisted. Even as Jairus probably grew more and more desperate, Jesus stopped to find who touched him. Verses 47-48 say, “Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. Then he said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.’” Jesus spoke to this woman as a daughter. He cared for this woman like a daughter, even as Jairus cared for his daughter. As a result Jesus exposed the testimony of her healing, though she didn’t want it. Jesus said, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” The woman had faith to believe that Jesus had power to stop her incurable bleeding. But Jesus waited until she testified as to why she had touched Jesus, and how she had been instantly healed. Jesus gave her the healing faith that believes God who creates a testimony of the glory of God out of an incurable woman. Only then did Jesus say, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” Jesus’ word heals the incurable.

What happened while Jesus was speaking to the woman? Verse 49 says, “While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. ‘Your daughter is dead,’ he said. ‘Don’t bother the teacher any more.’” These were the words of temptation. They were the words that said Jesus can do nothing after death. They were the words that said Jesus is just a teacher. They were the words that said Jairus was merely bothering the teacher. Jesus heard the words and intervened. Verse 50 says, “Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.’” Jesus spoke the words of faith into Jairus’ heart. Jesus’ word stood between Jairus and temptation, and Jesus commanded Jairus to stand on his words, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed,” to overcome his fear and trust in Jesus’ word as a matter of life.

Verse 51 says, “When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother.” Jesus included those who believed. He brought in his three disciples who had shown faith in his word. He brought the child’s parents in. But the scene outside was different. Verse 52 says, “Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. ‘Stop wailing,’ Jesus said. ‘She is not dead but asleep.’” Jesus rebuked the people. In fact it was a ridiculous idea. They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. (53) The little girl was dead, not asleep. They knew it. But what did Jesus do? Verses 54-55 says, “But he took her by the hand and said, ‘My child, get up!’ Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat.” Jesus spoke to the girl and her spirit returned. It was the spirit of life. She stood up, and Jesus told them to feed her. Jesus’ word is life from the dead. Verse 56 says that her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. The truth of Jesus is not for mourners and wailers. It is of value only for those who depend on Jesus’ word as a matter of life. The word of Jesus is life.

Jesus taught that the word of God is “the secrets of the kingdom of God.” His word ruled the wind and waves. His word drives out evil spirits, cures the incurable and gives life to the dead. In Jesus’ word the kingdom of God has come to men and is producing a crop of life. May God bless his word to produce the fruit of the kingdom of God in us.

