JESUS BLESSES FAITH IN HIM

Luke 7:1-50

Key Verse: 7:22

“So he replied to the messengers, ‘Go back and report to John

what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the

lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear,

the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.’”


After Jesus began receiving opposition from the religious leaders, he prayed to God, appointed twelve apostles and taught the people. In his teaching he taught how a man can glorify God and see God’s glory by hearing Jesus’ words and putting them into practice.


In today’s passage Jesus blessed the faith of a centurion and a sinful woman. The centurion’s faith was remarkable because he believed the absolute authority of Jesus’ word. The woman’s faith was remarkable because she received the forgiveness of her sins. Jesus blessed each one accordingly. We learn from Jesus’ teaching in this chapter that he is the Lord who came to bless men with the kingdom of God.

I.  “But Say the Word” (1-17)

Jesus taught the beauty of the blessed life to the people. He taught the wonderful mercy of the father and invited his listeners to put his words into practice so that they may live with God’s wisdom and see his glory. Verse 1 says, “When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum.” The city of Capernaum was located on the shore of Lake Gennesaret, where Jesus spent much of his early ministry teaching and healing. On this day, as Jesus entered the town, he was met by some elders of the Jews there. Look at verses 2-5. “There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” We can notice a few remarkable things about this centurion. A centurion was a military leader in the Roman army, in charge of about one hundred soldiers. Most likely this man was a Roman citizen and a Gentile. But he didn’t send one of the soldiers under his charge to meet Jesus, and he didn’t go himself. Instead he sent some elders of the Jews. Also, he valued his servant highly. He did not see his servant as his property or as something that could be easily replaced. He valued the life of the servant, and he sent to Jesus to ask for healing. Finally, the elders of the Jews respected him and thought him deserving enough to go to Jesus on his behalf. The centurion had earned the respect of the Jews of this area, and he obviously respected them. In fact he loved the nation of Israel—God’s people—so much that he was responsible for building the synagogue there. What did Jesus do when he heard of this centurion and his servant? Verse 6a says, “So Jesus went with them.” Jesus always honored the request of the person who sought God and his love. In this case the man was an agent of the Roman government and occupying army. But Jesus saw a man who loved God and loved God’s people.

Before Jesus could get to the centurion’s home, he was met by more people. Verses 6b-7a say, “He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: ‘Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you.’” This time the centurion sent friends to Jesus. Though the elders of the Jews thought the centurion was deserving of Jesus’ healing touch, the centurion himself did not. He did not think he was worthy even to have Jesus come under his roof. In other words, in asking for Jesus’ healing of his servant, he did not depend on his own merit, even if he had built the synagogue or loved the nation. He depended completely on Jesus’ mercy, and he believed Jesus would heal his servant.

Verses 7b-8 tell us how the centurion understood Jesus’ healing power. “But say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” The centurion received the word of Jesus as the authority. When Jesus first taught in Capernaum, “the people were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority.” (4:32) The centurion accepted Jesus’ word as having authority to heal. Not only this, he came to Jesus as an unworthy person, but he still asked for the authority of Jesus’ word on his servant. He didn’t need to see Jesus. “But say the word…” To the centurion, Jesus ordering a disease to leave a person was like a commanding officer giving an order to a subordinate. If Jesus said, “Go,” then the illness would go, and the servant would be healed. In Jesus the centurion saw both the absolute power and the absolute mercy of God. He is an example of what it is to stand before the gospel as a sinner.

What did Jesus do when he heard this? Verses 9-10 say, “When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, ‘I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.’ Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.” Jesus described the centurion’s submission as faith. Faith is believing the authority of Jesus’ word to heal and give life. Faith is also trusting in the mercy of Jesus on the unworthy and undeserving. The centurion’s faith is what God was looking for in his people. God gave his word to his people through the law, so that they may know God’s power and mercy in providing atonement for their sins. God gave his word—his authority—that his people may be healed of their sins and live a new life. When Jesus heard the words of the centurion, he was amazed. Jesus blessed the faith of a centurion and healed his servant with his word.

In the next story, Luke recounts how the word of Jesus raised a dead man to life. Look at verses 11-13. “Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, ‘Don’t cry.’” As Jesus, along with his disciples and a large crowd, went on their way, they crossed paths with a funeral procession. It was an example of human sorrow and tragedy. The woman in the story had already lost her husband. Now she had also lost her only son. There is no one who can understand such great pain and loss. But Jesus’ heart went out to this woman. Jesus said to her, “Don’t cry.” Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. (14-15) This is another beautiful example of the compassion and power of Jesus’ word. Jesus gave life to the dead young man. Jesus gave him back to his mother. When the people saw this they were awakened to God. They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country.

The word of Jesus opens our eyes to the compassion of our Lord on the unworthy. The word of Jesus is the power of God to give life. Jesus blessed the faith of the centurion who said, “But say the word…”

II.  Jesus and John the Baptist (18-35)

As news about Jesus began to spread throughout the region, people began to say that Jesus was a great prophet, and that God had come to help his people. Verses 18-19 say that John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” So when the men came to Jesus they asked him. (20)

How did Jesus answer? Verses 21-22 say, “At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. So he replied to the messengers, ‘Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.’” Jesus didn’t give a yes or no response to the people who had asked the question. Instead he told them to go back and report what they had seen and heard. The men who came to Jesus came with a question about what to expect—Jesus, or someone else. But Jesus did not come as an answer to men’s expectations. He came to preach good news to the poor, and to heal men, even raise the dead. He is the Lord who came. Jesus came to suffer, be rejected and crucified. When Jesus began his ministry, he announced it in words similar to these. “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (4:18-19) Jesus is the Lord’s favor on men, regardless of their expectation.

Jesus concluded by saying, “Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” Jesus is the one who was to come. He is the Lord who heals the blind, the lame and the lepers; he opens the ears of the deaf and raises the dead; most of all, he preaches the good news to the poor. Jesus is the Lord who comes to us, in our poverty, and preaches the good news of the kingdom of God. The blessed man is the one who receives this Jesus, and does not fall away on account of him. In Jesus the Lord has come. For John’s disciples, it is time to listen to what John said. It is time to follow the Lord.

What did Jesus say to the crowd after John’s messengers left? Verses 24-28 say, “After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: ‘What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.” I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.’” According to Jesus, John was the greatest of men. He was not swayed by the winds of the times. He did not pursue earthly wealth or power. He lived according to God’s call of him, as a prophet. He lived as a messenger of the Lord to prepare the way for the coming of Jesus. In this regard he did something no other man did. He called others to repent and welcome the Lord who was coming. John served God’s purpose for him completely in his generation. At the same time, Jesus called men’s attention to one thing greater: the kingdom of God. John prepared men to receive Jesus. Jesus is preparing men for the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is the greater thing. The word of Jesus prepares our hearts to receive the greater thing, the kingdom of God.

In verses 29-30, Jesus compared the response to his words of different people. All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by John. But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Those who received it acknowledged that God’s way—not their way—is right. Repentance is the right response to Jesus’ words. God wanted all people to hear Jesus’ words and repent for the forgiveness of their sins. This was even God’s purpose for the religious leaders of the time, like the Pharisees and teachers of the law, who knew God’s word in the law and obeyed it to the best of their ability. God’s purpose for all men is that they may acknowledge that God’s way is right in the matter of their sin, and come to him to receive his forgiveness.

In verses 31-34 Jesus described the people of that generation. “To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation? What are they like? They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to each other: ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not cry.’ For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and “sinners.”’” Jesus is the Lord who came to save sinners. John came to prepare the way for the Lord. But the people were free to analyze John and Jesus. They complained according to their own expectation about John’s ministry and about Jesus as well. In a sense they judged John and Jesus according to their expectation, and complained when their ministries didn’t match up. They were like little children who expected the Lord to act according to them.

In verse 35 Jesus said, “But wisdom is proved right by all her children.” The children of wisdom are those who acknowledge that God’s way is right. They are the ones who repent for the forgiveness of their sins, who accept God’s purpose for themselves, and are used to reveal the glory of God in the gospel. Foolish children complain that God does not meet their needs. The children of wisdom accept the forgiveness of sin in Jesus.

III.  Jesus Forgives a Sinful Woman (36-50)

Verse 36 says, “Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.” Jesus received opposition from the Pharisees. But when a Pharisee named Simon invited Jesus, Jesus accepted the invitation and went. Jesus didn’t decline the invitation of the person who invited him into his home.

Verses 37-38 say, “When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.” It is not clear whether or not the woman was even invited to the dinner, but when she learned that Jesus would be there she came to him. She poured out the contents of the very expensive jar of perfume, and she poured out tears from her heart as well. She was a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town; now she poured out everything at Jesus’ feet. It was a truly unexpected and extraordinary act. She took a chance and invited herself to come before Jesus, to receive his forgiveness and express her love.

Verse 39 says, “When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.’” The Pharisee had invited Jesus, but from his inner question it seems that the purpose of his invitation was to question whether or not Jesus was a prophet, as people were saying. When he saw that Jesus did nothing to prevent the woman from touching him, he concluded that Jesus was not a prophet, and that he didn’t know that this woman was a public sinner.

How did Jesus answer his inner question? Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. (40-43) Simon’s reply shows that he could correctly discern the truth of canceled debts. The one who had the bigger debt canceled should be the one who is most appreciative and love the moneylender the most. But Simon never equated the truth of canceled debt with the sin of men and God’s forgiveness. He knew how to discern, but he didn’t know how to love.

What did Jesus do next? Look at verses 44-47. “Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.’” Jesus received the woman’s act as her love. He received her love as her expression of gratitude for the forgiveness of her sin. When Jesus spoke these words he turned toward Simon. He wanted Simon to see the beauty of what the woman did. He wanted Simon to know how precious love is in the eyes of God. Simon correctly discerned the truth of canceled debts, but he didn’t know the mind and heart of God who forgives sin. He didn’t know the secret of the love relationship that the woman did. In other words, he did not perceive his own sin problem as needing much forgiveness. He did not meet the great love of God in the forgiveness of his own sins. Jesus turned toward the woman and spoke to Simon because he wanted this Pharisee to learn the greatness of the forgiveness of sins and the love of God.

Jesus recognized in the woman the great work of God. Obviously she came to Jesus purely out of love. She said nothing. She only expressed the pouring out of her perfume and her tears at Jesus’ feet. But when Jesus saw this, he saw a woman whose heart had been moved to overflowing with the good news of the forgiveness of her sins. She was a woman with many sins, but she learned that her many sins had been forgiven. She was a woman who loved Jesus.

What did Jesus say to the woman? “Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’” Jesus recognized the truth of a forgiven sinner in the woman who loved with such beauty. Jesus said the words to her that she longed to hear and would hold most precious. “Your sins are forgiven.” These words are the most precious gift to God’s people. As in other passages, Luke records that these words of Jesus prompted questions in the hearts of the other guests. Verse 49 says, “The other guests began to say among themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’” But Jesus turned his attention to the woman. He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” (50) Jesus recognized the woman’s actions as faith. And Jesus blessed her faith. Jesus said, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” What was the faith of this woman? She had faith in the forgiveness of sins. By faith she experienced salvation from her sins and dwelled in the love of God. There were many who had some other expectation. There were some like Simon, who could discern the truth of canceled debts, but not the beauty of the love of God. But Jesus blesses faith in him. Jesus blessed the faith of a centurion and the faith of a sinful woman. He blessed those who saw that they were unworthy and sinful, but who came to Jesus as they were, depending only on his mercy.

