JESUS APPOINTS THE TWELVE

Luke 6:1-49

Key Verse: 6:20

“Looking at his disciples, he said: ‘Blessed are you

who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.’”


Jesus began calling disciples, and he continued his ministry of teaching the word of God, driving out evil spirits and healing many. His ministry reveals that he has authority to forgive sins. Jesus described his ministry as the new wine, and those who receive the forgiveness of sins and follow him as new wineskins.


In today’s passage, Jesus met continued opposition from the Pharisees. When he did, Jesus prayed, designated twelve apostles and taught the truth of discipleship.

I.  Lord of the Sabbath (1-11)

Verse 1 says, “One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels.” It was Jesus’ custom to teach in the synagogues on the Sabbath. On this particular Sabbath, Jesus was walking through the grainfields. He was with his disciples, who were hungry. So they reached down, picked some of the grain, rubbed away the outer shell and ate the kernels. If we could frame the picture right here it would be beautiful. Jesus and his disciples together on the Sabbath, Jesus leading the way and his disciples following him and listening to his teaching. It seems to be just this side of the kingdom of God.

But in verse 2 we find that this was not exactly the picture, and that Jesus and his disciples were not alone in the grainfields. Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” (2) Their question was based on their understanding of Jewish law. What the disciples were doing was no less than threshing and harvesting on the Sabbath. They were doing what was unlawful on the Sabbath.

How did Jesus answer them? Verses 3-5 say, “Jesus answered them, ‘Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.’” Jesus did not answer by defending himself or his disciples. He also did not tell the Pharisees that their interpretation of the Sabbath laws pertaining to threshing and harvesting grain were too strict. What Jesus did was to call their attention back to the word of God and to the example of God’s servant David. According to the Pharisees’ understanding of the Law, David had to be condemned for doing what was unlawful. David wasn’t a priest, and neither were his companions, but they ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. 

David was a great man. His greatness was not his obedience to the Law. His greatness was that he loved the Lord, and when he sinned, he brought his sin to the Lord who forgives sin. The Lord accepted David and loved him. David was not ruled by Sabbath laws; he was ruled by the Lord himself, and he dwelled before the Lord in the forgiveness of sins. Now Jesus declared, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” Jesus cannot be ruled by Sabbath law. He is Lord of the Sabbath. Jesus had declared that he has authority on earth to forgive sins (5:24), and that he is the bridegroom (5:34). Now Jesus said to the Pharisees, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” Jesus declared to them that he is the Lord who came.

What was Jesus doing on another Sabbath? Verse 6 says, “On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled.” On this Sabbath there were both Pharisees and teachers of the law present. What were they doing? Verse 7 says, “The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath.” The description of the man’s hand and the religious leaders is interesting. The man had a shriveled hand. But the religious leaders—who had it in their minds to accuse Jesus, and who cared nothing about a man with a shriveled hand—show that their hearts were shriveled up. Jesus knew their condition; Jesus knew what they were thinking. But he didn’t avoid them. Jesus instead said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand in front of everyone.” So he got up and stood there. Jesus didn’t heal the man secretly. He didn’t ask the man to come back the next day. He had the man stand up. Then he addressed the religious leaders. Jesus wanted them to be healed of their shriveled hearts. Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?” (9) Jesus’ question reveals that the Sabbath is for doing good and saving life. These are the lawful things. Jesus’ question also reveals that the Pharisees had evil and destructive things in their hearts. Finally, Jesus’ question reveals that he is Lord of the Sabbath, who came to bear all of these things in order to do good and save life, in order to heal one man with a shriveled hand, and to heal all those with a shriveled inner man. What did Jesus do? Verse 10 says, “He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He did so, and his hand was completely restored.”  

Jesus healed the man. But the religious leaders were not healed. Verse 11 says that they were furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus. Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath. But he is the Lord who came, who bore all of man’s rejection on himself, even to the point of death on a cross. The healing of a man with a shriveled hand is the display of the gospel truth. Jesus came to do good and save life, to restore men. He did this by bearing all of our sins and rejection on himself. He is Lord of the Sabbath.

II.  Jesus Chooses Twelve Apostles (12-16)

In the days when Jesus was being challenged by the religious leaders of the time, what did he do? Verse 12 says, “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.” Jesus prayed. Jesus came to God continually, and on this occasion he spent the night praying to God. Jesus sought God in the matter of his own rejection. But his prayer was not self-serving. He prayed with his disciples and his ministry in mind.

What was the result of Jesus’ all night prayer? Verses 13-16 say, “When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.” After praying to God all night Jesus called his disciples to him. Out of his disciples Jesus appointed twelve and designated them apostles. It was a special designation for these twelve. They would serve as the messengers of Jesus’ gospel. It was not a temporary calling, but a permanent one, even an eternal calling. The twelve included Simon, whom Jesus named Peter. Simon responded to Jesus’ call by saying, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man.” (5:10) But Jesus did not go away from him. He called Simon to himself. He made the fisherman to be a fisher of men. He gave him a new name. Simon left everything to follow Jesus. Jesus made him a new person. That is what it meant for Simon to be a disciple, and now, an apostle of Jesus.

James and John are also examples of apostleship. They were Peter’s companions in fishing. They too left everything to follow Jesus. Now they followed Jesus as his disciples and were designated apostles. Matthew is another example. He was a tax collector named Levi. He was like a paralyzed man, just sitting at his tax booth. He traded his spiritual heritage for the opportunity to earn money as a tax collector. He was viewed as a betrayer of the nation. But when Jesus called him with the simple words, “Follow me,” Levi got up, left everything and followed him. In this way, Jesus called a sinner to repentance, and Levi became Matthew, an apostle of Jesus and the gospel writer.

The last apostle listed here is Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. In accepting Judas, Jesus accepted his own coming betrayal. Jesus was rejected by the religious leaders of his time. But he did not avoid the rejection. The calling of Judas is the reminder that Jesus came to suffer. He would be betrayed by his own disciple and apostle to death on a cross. Jesus prayed to God all night. It was not easy for him to accept being betrayed by one of his own. But Jesus designated Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor, as one of the twelve apostles. Not only this, but Jesus called his apostles to share in every aspect of his life, including rejection and betrayal. Being designated an apostle of Jesus is not just receiving a title. It is receiving the life of Jesus himself, who suffered, was rejected and crucified, then rose from the dead. It is receiving in oneself the truth of death and resurrection. It means learning Jesus’ heart and mind in all things. Jesus spent the night praying to God; then he designated twelve apostles. Jesus calls men to share his life, to learn God’s beautiful glory in the gospel.

III.  Jesus Teaches about the Kingdom of God (17-49)

What did Jesus do after designating the twelve apostles? The remainder of chapter six of Luke’s gospel is referred to as the Sermon on the Plain. In it Jesus taught the truth of God. Luke’s gospel account places this teaching right after the designation of the twelve apostles, so we can consider this teaching as having to do with discipleship, and we may consider the life as a disciple of Jesus as the blessed life. 

Verses 17-19 say, “He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all.” When Jesus came down from the mountainside a large crowd had gathered there. They had come to listen to his teaching and to be healed of their diseases. Power was coming out from Jesus and healing them all. The people had come from distant places like Tyre and Sidon, which were Gentile lands. It seems the popularity of Jesus and his ministry was growing day by day.

What did Jesus do at this time? Verse 20 says, “Looking at his disciples, he said: ‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.’” When the crowd was growing, Jesus looked first at his disciples. Jesus didn’t come to attract large crowds. Fundamentally speaking, Jesus came to create disciples and apostles of Jesus. Jesus didn’t come to establish his own kingdom on earth; he came to bless the poor with the kingdom of God. Verses 20-26 are prefaced with the words, “Looking at his disciples…” Then from verse 27, Jesus said, “But I tell you who hear me…” Jesus calls all people who hear him to be his disciples. Being a disciple of Jesus means hearing Jesus’ words and putting them into practice. (47)

First, blessings and woes. (20-26) Verses 20-26 say, “Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets. But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets.” The list of blessings and woes in these verses is opposite to our instinct of what it is to be blessed in the world. Usually it is a blessing to be rich, comfortable, well-fed and spoken well of. It is woe to be poor, hungry, hated, excluded and insulted. Jesus’ disciples will suffer in this world because of the Son of Man. But in the suffering Jesus says to rejoice. The source of joy is the great reward in heaven. Jesus’ disciples are equated by Jesus with the prophets who suffered to deliver God’s message to the people of their times. As much as Jesus’ disciples experience suffering because of the Son of Man they experience the kingdom of God. As much as they are despised and mistreated in delivering the message of the gospel, they grow in the hope of God and rejoice. Living as Jesus’ disciple is true blessing. It is the blessing of knowing God himself in all of the suffering and rejection because of the Son of Man.

Second, love your enemies. (27-36) In the following verses Jesus gave examples of how men can dwell in the life of God’s blessing practically. Verses 27-31 say, “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Jesus taught those who heard him to love their enemies. He teaches this love even to those who hate them, curse them, mistreat them, strike them and rob them. He teaches the positive love of turning the other cheek. He teaches us to live by the golden rule ourselves, even in our relationship with our enemy, instead of demanding others to follow the golden rule in their relation to us. Jesus knew how extreme what he said must have sounded, and how different from the way of the world it is. Verses 32-34 say, “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ love those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in full.” In the world our relationships and actions are based on our mutual understanding, that we love to get loved in return, we lend to get paid back. Jesus said this is what “sinners” do. Jesus’ disciples don’t live based on what they can receive from others. Verses 35-36 say, “But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Why did Jesus command his disciples to love their enemies? That is what God does. That is how they are sustained as Jesus’ people. Jesus commanded his disciples and all who hear him to love their enemies so that they may learn to dwell in God’s kindness, so that they may know the great reward of being a son of the Most High, so that they may be assured of the Father’s mercy. In the matter of human relationships—even with our enemies—Jesus calls his disciples to learn the abundant mercy of God.

Third, a good measure. (37-42) Jesus called his disciples to be guides for their brothers. In these verses he shows how his disciples can help their brothers. Verses 37-38 say, “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” Jesus’ disciples exist only in the forgiveness of sins. Jesus taught that the Father is merciful. Jesus forgave the sins of his disciples. He gave to them. He would give his very life. The blessing of forgiveness we have received is not a small thing. It is a good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, poured into our lap. The life of a disciple means learning this greatness deeper and deeper every day. It is the basis for our relationship to others. But learning the greatness is the first step. After this Jesus also taught them in parables. “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” God forgave our sins and gave his Son for us. Jesus called his disciples to guide others to God. How can a man be a useful disciple of Jesus? Only when he is fully trained by Jesus himself. A disciple can’t go beyond his teacher. Jesus is our teacher. We can be fully trained when we receive the good measure of his gospel poured out on us. Then we can lead others to the gospel.

Fourth, a good tree and good fruit. (43-45) Verses 43-45 say, “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.” Jesus is the source of life and goodness for his disciples. When Jesus is in a man’s heart, his life will produce the fruit of the gospel. He will live as Jesus’ disciple and apostle, who will confess the gospel from his heart.

After Jesus taught the crowd, he admonished them to hear his words and put them into practice. Look at verses 46-49. “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.”


The foundation of Jesus’ disciples is the word of Jesus himself. The man who hears Jesus’ words and puts them into practice lives with God’s wisdom even as he lives in this world. It is not easy. It is like digging down deep into hard rock. But the word of Jesus withstands all things. The man who is founded on the word of Jesus will stand.

Jesus taught these words after being rejected by the religious leaders. They would ultimately conspire to kill him on the cross. But Jesus would stand. God raised him from the dead. At this time Jesus called his disciples to him and appointed twelve of them as apostles. He called them, as well as his disciples and all who would hear him, into his truth. He called them to suffer as he did, that is, to be hated and rejected because of the Son of Man. He commanded them to love their enemies, to forgive even as God forgave them, and to listen to his word, who was himself rejected. Living as a disciple of Jesus means sharing in all of his sufferings. That is what it is to put Jesus’ words into practice. That is where Jesus’ disciples learn the glory of God who forgives sin, who is merciful, who considers us as sons of the Most High.

