“YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN”

Luke 5:1-39

Key Verse: 5:24

*  Jesus Begins Calling his Disciples (1-11)

1. Where was Jesus, and what was he doing? (1) How did he teach the people crowding around him? 

2. After teaching the people, what did Jesus say to Simon? What was Simon’s objection? But what did he do? What happened when he let down the nets? What did the other fishermen do? But what did Simon Peter do? What does his response reveal about listening to the word of God and obeying Jesus’ teaching? How is his reaction different from that of his companions? Who else was present? (10a)

3. What did Jesus say to Simon? What do his words show about his purpose in calling the first disciples? How did they respond to Jesus’ call? What was involved in leaving everything and following Jesus?

*  Jesus Heals a Leper and a Paralytic (12-26)

4. Who came to meet Jesus, and what was his problem? What did he ask Jesus? How did Jesus heal the man? What did he order the man to do? Why? What does this show about Jesus’ hope in healing people? What was the result to Jesus’ ministry when the news spread? What did this mean to Jesus personally? What do you learn about Jesus here?

5. Who came to meet Jesus, and where had they come from? Why do you think they came? What happened while they were there? What extraordinary measures did the men take in bringing the paralytic to Jesus? What did Jesus see in their action? What did he say to the man?

6. How did the religious leaders respond? Why didn’t they speak their mind? What did Jesus do? (22-25) What did Jesus want the religious leaders to know? What does his healing of the paralytic reveal about Jesus’ authority? What was the response of everyone there? What does it mean to you that Jesus has authority to forgive sins?

*  Jesus Calls Levi (27-39)

7. What did Jesus do after healing the paralytic? How was Levi similar to the paralytic? What did Jesus say to him? And what did Levi do? What was involved in Levi getting up, leaving everything and following Jesus? Then what did Levi do? Who was present? How did the religious leaders complain? How did Jesus answer them? What does this show about the meaning of Jesus’ command, “Follow me.”

8. How did the Pharisees and the teachers of the law respond? What was Jesus’ answer? Who is Jesus? What was the time? What time was coming? What parable did Jesus teach them? (36-39) How is Jesus’ ministry like new wine? Why was this a problem for the religious leaders? How is the message of the forgiveness of sins like new wine? What is it to be a new wineskin?

