JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY

Luke 4:14-44

Key Verse: 4:18-19

*  Jesus Rejected in his Hometown (4:14-30)

1. What did Jesus do after being tempted by the devil? (14-15) What does it mean that he returned in the power of the Spirit? How was he received? Why?

2. Where did Jesus go next? What did he do on the Sabbath day? What passage did Jesus read? After reading it, what did Jesus begin saying to them? What does it mean that this Scripture is fulfilled in their hearing? (Think about how Jesus understood being in the power of the Spirit and being anointed by God.) How is Jesus the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy?

3. How was Jesus received in his hometown after speaking these words? Why were people amazed? Then what question came to their minds? What did Jesus say to them? What does this suggest about the people’s expectation of Jesus? How is their expectation different from the prophecy Jesus quoted?

4. How did Jesus understand the people of Nazareth? Why did he consider the people’s response to be rejection? What do the examples from Elijah’s and Elisha’s time reveal about God’s way of working? About what it is to accept Jesus?

5. How did the people in the synagogue respond to Jesus’ words? How does their response reflect the truth of Jesus’ assessment of them? What did Jesus do? What does this teach about Jesus? About how he is the fulfillment of the prophecy?

*  Jesus Heals Many (4:31-44)

6. Where did Jesus go next? What did he do? How was he received? Why? How was the response of those in Capernaum like the response of those in Nazareth? How was it different?

7. What happened while Jesus was in the synagogue? Was what the man said accurate? What did Jesus say to the man? Why did Jesus tell the man who testified to the truth to be quiet? How did Jesus heal the man? 

8. How did the people respond to Jesus driving out an evil spirit? How did the healing demonstrate the authority of Jesus’ teaching and message?

9. Where did Jesus go after he left the synagogue? What was wrong with Simon’s mother-in-law? What did Jesus do? What was the result? What does the healing of Simon’s mother-in-law reveal about Jesus and his authority?

10. What happened when the sun was setting? (40) How did Jesus heal the people? Besides the various sicknesses, how else did Jesus heal many? What did the demons say? But what did Jesus do? Why?

11. What did Jesus do at daybreak? (42a) Why might he have done this? What does it suggest about the source of Jesus’ power? Who came looking for him, and what did they try to do? What did Jesus say? What do his words reveal about his personal prayer topic? What did Jesus keep on doing? Why? (cf. 4:18-19)

