JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY

Luke 4:14-44

Key Verse: 4:18-19

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,

to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”


In the previous chapters Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River. It was the anointing of Jesus for his earthly ministry. There the Holy Spirit descended on him and God said, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” After this the Spirit led Jesus to be tempted by the devil in the desert. The point of the temptation was, “If you are the Son of God…” But Jesus overcame the temptation. He is the Son of God who subjected himself in the Spirit to be led into temptation, and defeated the devil in the desert.


In today’s passage, the Son of God begins his earthly ministry. He teaches that he was sent by God to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. May God bless us to receive Jesus as the Son of God, and the Lord’s favor on us.

I.  Jesus Rejected in his Hometown (4:14-30)

Verses 14-15 say, “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.” After Jesus was baptized, but before he returned to Galilee, Jesus had been led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. Now Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit. Jesus’ power source was the Spirit. This is the same Spirit that led him in the desert where he was tempted by the devil. Jesus overcame the devil by the power of the Spirit. Now Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit. From the beginning of Jesus’ ministry he would face rejection. But he was not led by the response of others. He returned in the power of the Spirit. From the beginning of his ministry he would be tempted to settle down and establish his ministry. But he overcame by the power of the Spirit. Jesus taught with authority, he healed many and drove out many demons and evil spirits. It wasn’t because he had superhuman power, but the power of the Spirit.

Verses 14-15 can be considered a prologue to the ministry of Jesus in Galilee. Luke says that news about him spread through the whole countryside. Jesus taught in the Galilean synagogues, and everyone received him with praise. Luke devotes from 4:14-9:50 to Jesus’ Galilean ministry. Then the ministry of Jesus shifts toward Jerusalem, where Jesus would be crucified.

Where did Jesus go then? Verse 16 says, “He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read.”  Luke begins from the point where Jesus taught in his hometown. There he went into the synagogue in order to read the Scripture. This was his custom. But on this day Jesus’ message was different. Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah the passage about the redemption of Zion by the Sovereign Lord. After reading it, Jesus began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” (21b) After his baptism and temptation, Jesus began his teaching in Galilee with these words. In fact, this is the beginning of the ministry of the Son of God on earth. Jesus’ message at the outset of his ministry may be compared to the inaugural address of the United States President. Jesus was announcing the coming of the kingdom of God. These verses were spoken at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. They may be seen as the cornerstone of his ministry. They also offer us a point of reference for understanding the whole of Jesus’ ministry. Finally, through these we get discernment into how Jesus viewed his own ministry.

The content of the Jesus’ opening message are in verses 18-19. “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Jesus had been anointed through his baptism. The Spirit of the Lord was on him with power. Here Jesus tells what the anointing and the Spirit’s power has to do with his ministry on earth.

First, to preach good news to the poor. Verse 18 begins, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.” Jesus preaches good news to the poor. Who are the poor? People can be poor in many ways. But the true poverty is that men live without God in the world. From the time man fell through disobeying the word of God, he became cut off from God. Apart from God men are truly poor because they lack the riches of God and his kingdom. Man became subject to temptation, to sin, and ultimately to death. There is no true happiness apart from God. There is no life apart from God. God anointed Jesus to preach good news to the poor. The answer to man’s poverty is the good news of Jesus. Jesus came to preach the good news of the kingdom of God. Jesus came to this earth to share in the poverty of man. He was subject to all things common to men. He began his ministry by being led by the Spirit in the desert, where he was tempted by the devil. Jesus would be crucified, bearing all the sin of mankind on himself. And Jesus was raised from the dead. Jesus is the good news for men. He is the end of sin and death so that men can be reunited with God in eternal life. This is good news to the poor.

Second, to proclaim freedom for the prisoners, to release the oppressed. Verse 18 continues, “He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners…to release the oppressed.” God created man to be free. God commanded man to be free. Genesis 2:16 says, “And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden.’” Man was free to eat from the tree of life. Man was free to explore the glory of God his Creator, to learn the beauty of his creation and live. God created man to be free to learn God in every aspect. But when the man misused his God-given freedom, he wound up becoming a prisoner of his own sinful desires. He became oppressed by Satan. He became powerless because of sin. God sent Jesus to proclaim freedom for the prisoners, to release the oppressed. Jesus frees men from the power of sin. Jesus frees men to seek God and learn his glory again. In this world, where man is subject to all kinds of oppressive things, where man is bound by sin, Jesus came. In those very things Jesus proclaims God’s freedom and God’s release. In this world we are free to seek and know God.

Third, recovery of sight for the blind. Jesus also came to proclaim recovery of sight for the blind. Jesus healed many blind people. But the real blindness is when a man is blind to God. Who can see God? But Jesus came to proclaim recovery of sight for the blind. Jesus was declared by God to be the Son of God at his baptism. Through Jesus a blind man came come to see and know the full glory of God. Jesus is the revelation of God for us who are blind. His life testifies to us the truth of God, the love of God, the mercy of God, the judgment of God, the sovereignty of God, and every other attribute of God in its entirety. As much as a blind man looks at Jesus, he will know the wondrous beauty himself. He will see God. He is not blind anymore. In Jesus we see the hidden things. As the hymn writer testified, “was blind but now I see.” In Jesus a blind man is fully recovered.

Verse 19 is the summary of what it is that Jesus came: “…to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Jesus is God’s absolute favor on men. When he came, the Lord’s favor came on men. The Lord’s favor came on those who were poor, imprisoned, blind and oppressed. Jesus is the riches, the freedom and the sight. Jesus’ message here is the annunciation of the kingdom of God, which has dawned on all men. It is the proclamation from the Lord himself that this is the year of the Lord’s favor. The Lord’s favor is with us since Jesus came. We know the Lord’s favor as much as we become immersed in Jesus and his gospel. Every time he proclaims to us—the poor, the oppressed, the blind—that he is the Lord’s favor on us.

After reading this beautiful scripture, what did Jesus do? “Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’” (20-21) This scripture from Isaiah 61 is the passage of the promised restoration of the glory of Israel. It was given to a nation that had no hope in the world and had been sent into exile by God himself because of their sin. The year of the Lord’s favor meant the hope of God for his people. Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s hope. He is the restoration for all people who experienced being out of favor with the Lord. When Jesus said, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing,” he meant that he is the fulfillment of all the promises of God to redeem his people, restore his people and save his people, though they were the ones who suffered at God’s hand because of their sin. Jesus was the Son of God sent to fulfill all of God’s work in history.

What a truly amazing message. How was Jesus received in his hometown after speaking these words? Verse 22 says, “All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son?’ they asked.” People were amazed at the gracious words that came from Jesus. But the question about who Jesus was came into their minds. They asked, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” What did Jesus say to them? Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” (23) According to Jesus’ words, the people of Nazareth accepted him not as the Son of God, but rather as the hometown boy, the son of Joseph. They expected Jesus to perform miraculous healings for them, as one of them. They had in their hearts that Jesus was a Nazarene. He was something less than the Son of God, sent by God as the fulfillment. 

Jesus took it as a very serious matter, even rejection. Jesus gave them the examples of Elijah and Elisha, who were not accepted in Israel. Look at verses 24-27. “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” The people of Israel did not accept Elijah and Elisha as prophets sent by God. It was a serious matter to God. But God did not confine his work to Israel. He sent Elijah and Elisha to Gentile lands and blessed people there. In the same way, when Jesus was rejected as a prophet—not to mention the Son of God—by his hometown people, he would go to Capernaum. He would go where people accepted him at least as a prophet. Jesus is the Son of God; he is the fulfillment. He blesses those who accept him as such.

After Jesus said this, verses 29-30 say, “All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.” What seemed like an innocent question, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” became the all out rejection of Jesus, to the point that the people wanted to throw him off the cliff. What did Jesus do? He walked right through the crowd and went on his way. Jesus’ way was not impeded by people’s rejection of him. His work goes on. It would continue according to God’s timetable until Jesus was crucified. Jesus began his ministry by being rejected. Eventually he would be crucified. But he proclaims that the rejected one—the crucified one—is the Son of God. If we bypass this truth, we reject Jesus as the Son of God. As much as we accept Jesus’ proclamation, we receive the riches, freedom and vision to experience the kingdom of God today.

II.  Jesus Heals Many (4:31-44)

After being rejected in his hometown, what did Jesus do? “Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority.” Jesus once again began to teach people. The people in Capernaum were amazed at his teaching. What amazed them was that Jesus’ message had authority. The response of the people in Capernaum was like that of those in Nazareth in that both were amazed. But the people of Capernaum received Jesus’ teaching as the authority. The example of what it was that they were amazed at the authority of his teaching is seen in the following story.


Verses 33-34 say, “In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, ‘Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!’” This man was typical of a man with an evil spirit. The evil spirit in him made him cry out. It made him fear that Jesus came to destroy. He recognized that Jesus was the Holy One of God, but the news did not seem like good news to him. The evil spirit sought to discredit Jesus and his ministry from the beginning.

What did Jesus say to the man? “Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Jesus did not speak to the man, but to the evil spirit. Jesus commanded the spirit to come out of him. Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him. (35) Jesus healed a man with an evil spirit with simply a stern command.

 
How did the people respond to Jesus driving out an evil spirit? Verses 36-37 say, “All the people were amazed and said to each other, ‘What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!’ And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area.” The people of Capernaum received Jesus’ teaching, because his message had authority. They were amazed that with authority and power Jesus gave orders to evil spirits and they came out. They accepted Jesus as the one who had authority over evil spirits.


The unique authority of Jesus is that he has authority over evil spirits. The man in this passage was in the synagogue, at the same time he had an evil spirit. He listened to Jesus’ teaching, but it made him fearful of destruction. He recognized Jesus as the Holy One of God, but it did not make him happy. He probably looked much like the other people of Capernaum. But when Jesus came he was uncomfortable. The problem wasn’t the man, but the evil spirit. Jesus came to drive out the demon from the man. Jesus came to free him from the power of the evil spirit into the power of Jesus’ healing. Jesus’ authority to this man meant being freed from his demon possession. Jesus exercised his divine authority here with a stern command. Jesus’ word is the authority over evil spirits. Sometimes Jesus’ word makes us uncomfortable. Sometimes it seems too stern. Sometimes it rebukes us. If so, we should thank God for Jesus, who speaks to us with authority. May God bless us to receive Jesus’ word of authority, and spread the news to the surrounding area.

Where did Jesus go after he left the synagogue? “Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.” Jesus healed a man with an evil spirit, in the synagogue, in front of many people. In these verses, Jesus healed one woman with a fever, in Simon’s home, in front of few. Here we can get a different glimpse into Jesus’ authority. Here Jesus responded to those who requested his help. Jesus healed Simon’s mother-in-law by rebuking her fever, and it left her. Jesus did not heal as part of a big show. He had such a genuine compassion for one woman with a fever. Jesus’ word had the authority to drive out demons, at the same time his word was the touch of healing for one woman. Jesus knows how to heal each one. His word speaks to each one uniquely and individually.

By the end of the day Jesus could be tired. But what do verses 40-41 say? “When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sicknesses, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ.” Jesus worked the day shift and the night shift. Jesus healed wherever there was the need. He gave himself to heal others. He did this by laying his hands on each one. Jesus did not perform a mass, instantaneous healing. He carefully placed his hands on each sick person and healed them one by one.

Besides this, Jesus healed those who were spiritually sick with all kinds of demons. Verse 41 says that the demons knew who Jesus was, that he was the Son of God. But Jesus did not accept their testimony about him. Jesus is the only testimony. He did not allow demons to infiltrate the work of God in any way. Jesus came to free men from the power of demons and to cast them out. Jesus’ word is the rebuke to all the evil spirits. He is the Son of God who drives out demons with his word. He is the Son of God who gave himself day and night—who offered himself completely—in order to free us and heal us.

Verses 42-44 say, “At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.’ And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.” Jesus had healed into the night, but he still woke early in the morning. He went to a solitary place to pray. Jesus’ ministry as the Son of God was maintained by his prayer. He was sent by God; he returned to God in prayer.

While Jesus was praying, the people came looking for him and tried to prevent him from leaving. But Jesus refused to stay, in spite of their apparent thirst for the word of God. He told them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.” Jesus was not led by the demand of people. He did not establish a booming ministry in any one area. Jesus began his earthly ministry by being rejected in his hometown. He would end it on the cross. He sought God in prayer to learn and confirm why he was sent. He was sent to preach the good news of the kingdom of God to all people.

Thank God for the Lord’s favor to us in sending Jesus. May God bless us to receive Jesus as the Son of God, and his word as God’s authority, that we may dwell in the Lord’s favor.

