THE PREPARATION OF JESUS’ MINISTRY

Luke 3:1-4:13

Key Verse: 3:22

*  John the Baptist Prepares the Way (3:1-20)

1. What does the list of rulers and priests suggest about the times? (1-2a) What was God doing at that very time? (2b,4-6) Where was John when the word of God came to him? What did John do when the word of God came to him? How is his message and mission the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy? How is it the preparation of the coming of the Lord?

2. What did John say to the crowds coming out to him? (7-9) Why had they come? Why was he so harsh? How could they produce fruit in keeping with repentance? Why must they?

3. How did the crowd respond to John’s message? How did John answer? (11) Who else responded to John’s message? (12,14a) What was John’s specific message to each of them? How would this be difficult for each of them? How can this be considered producing fruit in keeping with repentance?

4. What were the people now waiting for and wondering about? How did John answer them? (16-18) How is the one to come described? What will he do when he comes? What does verse 17 suggest about the coming one? What did Herod do when John rebuked him? In what way are John’s words good news?

*  Jesus is Baptized (3:21-38)

5. Who else came to be baptized? What happened as he was praying? Why was Jesus baptized? (22-23a) How old was he? What can you learn about the beginning of Jesus’ ministry? (ref. 1-2a)

6. Look at the genealogy of Jesus. How is the emphasis different than Matthew’s genealogy? (38; cf. Mt 1:1-17) Whose son is Jesus?

*  Jesus is Tempted (4:1-13)

7. What did Jesus do after he returned from being baptized? (1-2a) Who led him at this time? What did he eat during the forty days he was tempted by the devil?

8. How did the devil first tempt Jesus? How did Jesus answer? What does Jesus teach about the source of life? 

9. What was the devil’s second temptation? What was Jesus’ answer? What does Jesus teach about man’s chief purpose? 

10. What was the devil’s third temptation? How is it similar and how is it different than the first two? What did Jesus answer? How do his answers reveal that he is the Son of God?

11. What did the devil do after he had finished all this tempting? What might have been an opportune time? (23:37,39) What do you learn from the fact that Jesus was led by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil when he began his ministry?

