THE BIRTH AND BOYHOOD OF JESUS

Luke 2:1-52

Key Verse: 2:11

*  The Birth of Jesus (2:1-20)

1. What happened “in those days?” What does this suggest about the secular rulers of the time? What did this mean to Joseph and Mary? What happened while they were there? Compare and contrast the reality of “those days” with the promises and prophecies about the baby. (1:17; 1:31-33; 1:68-80) What does this suggest about God’s sovereignty?

2. Who did the angel appear to next? What was their response? What was the angel’s message? How is this “good news?” What does the sign suggest about God? Look at the angels’ song of praise in verses 13-14. What do you learn here about God’s intention in sending his Son into the world as a baby in a manger?

3. What did the shepherds do after the angels left? What did they do after they had seen the baby? What was the response of all the people? But what did Mary do? What does this show about the baby’s influence on each of them?

*  The Presentation of Jesus at the Temple (2:21-40)

4. What happened on the eighth day? What does circumcision mean? (Lev 12:1-8) What does the naming of the baby Jesus imply? (1:31-33) What does the time of purification refer to? What did Joseph and Mary do after the time was completed? Why? What does their offering suggest about the circumstances into which Jesus was born? What do you learn from their obedience?

5. Who was Simeon? What was he waiting for? What had the Holy Spirit revealed to him? What did the Spirit move him to do? What did he do when he saw the baby? How did Simeon understand the blessing of the baby Jesus? How did the child’s father and mother react? What was Simeon’s blessing to them (especially Mary)? How can this be considered a blessing?

6. Who was Anna? What was her unique situation? What did she do? (37b) What was her message concerning the child? What do you think Anna was looking forward to?

7. What did Joseph and Mary do after this? How did the child grow? In what way was the grace of God upon him?

*  The Boyhood of Jesus (2:41-52)

8. Why did Jesus’ parents make an annual trip to Jerusalem? What happened when Jesus was twelve years old? (42-45) Where was Jesus, and what was he doing? What was the response of everyone who heard him? What was the response of his parents? What was their question? What was Jesus’ answer? Why didn’t they understand what he was saying to them?

9. How did Jesus grow in his teenage years? (51-52) What does his obedience indicate about his reason for staying behind at the temple? How was Mary a good mother for Jesus?

