THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Luke 1:1-80

Key Verse: 1:17

*  So That You May Know The Certainty of the Things You Have Been Taught (1-4)

1. Who had drawn up previous accounts of the gospel? Why did Luke feel compelled to draw up another account?

*  To Make Ready a People Prepared for the Lord (5-25)

2. At what point did Luke begin his account? Who were Zechariah and Elizabeth? What was their personal problem?

3. What honor did Zechariah receive? What did the burning of incense signify? (Ex 30:7-8; Lev 16:17) What happened while he was burning incense? What was Zechariah’s response? What was the angel’s message? How is this message the answer to Zechariah’s prayer?

4. What was Zechariah’s response to the angel’s message? What did the angel answer? What was the consequence of Zechariah’s unbelief?

5. What happened when Zechariah came out of the temple? What happened after this? What did Elizabeth do after she became pregnant? What was her testimony?

*  The Birth of Jesus Foretold (26-56)

6. When did the angel Gabriel next appear? To whom did he appear? What was his greeting? What was Mary’s response? What was the angel’s message to Mary? Who was the one the angel referred to?

7. What did Mary ask the angel? How did the angel answer her? How did Mary respond? How is her response different than Zechariah’s?

8. What did Mary do at that time? What happened when Mary greeted Elizabeth? Why did Elizabeth call Mary blessed?

9. Why did Mary glorify the Lord and rejoice? How was the coming baby the blessing for Mary? For all generations? For Israel? How long did Mary stay with Elizabeth?

*  The Birth of John (57-80)

10. What happened when Elizabeth gave birth? How did her neighbors and relatives respond? What were they going to name the baby? Why did Elizabeth intervene? What did they ask of Zechariah? What did Zechariah do? What happened next? Now what was the question of all the people? Why?

11. Why did Zechariah praise God? What are the key elements of his song? Why was it prophecy? What do verses 76-79 tell us about John? About what God was doing by sending John? How did John grow? How can this be seen as preparation for the coming of the Lord?

