PAUL’S SECOND JOURNEY (part I)
Acts 15:36-16:40
Key Verse: 16:9
“During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia

standing and begging him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’”

Paul began his second mission journey with having a sharp disagreement with his coworker on the first trip, Barnabas. He raised one disciple, Timothy, as a coworker, then spoke the gospel to just a couple of people in Macedonia. It seems like such a humble work. Is it really the missionary journey? What can we learn from Paul in this passage?
*  Paul and Barnabas parted company (15:36-41)

The recent council in Jerusalem and the decision reached there regarding the Gentiles was an encouraging word to the church in Antioch. They were also strengthened through the visit of Judas and Silas from the church in Jerusalem. After this the word of the Lord was abundant in the church at Antioch. Verses 30-35 provide us a warm picture of the church at this time. In fact, the church in Antioch at this time seems like what the church of Jesus Christ should be, full of the word of the Lord, and being continually strengthened and encouraged by each other. It seems like a good springboard for doing world mission work, and for preaching the gospel of reconciliation to the world, especially the Gentiles. 

What happened? Look at verses 36-39a. “Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.’ Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company.” What did Paul and Barnabas intend? According to verse 36 they wanted to visit the churches that had been established in the Gentile lands on their previous visit. Acts 16:4 tells us they wanted to deliver the decision reached by the apostles and elders. On their previous visit they experienced the work of the Spirit among the Gentiles. Now they had validation from the church in Jerusalem regarding their ministry. Now they were strengthened and encouraged and full of the word of the Lord themselves. They intended to strengthen those churches that were brand new. Their intention was good and necessary, but there was one matter they didn’t agree on: whether or not to take Mark with them. Barnabas wanted to take him, but Paul didn’t because Mark had deserted them on their last journey. First of all, we are surprised that such a sharp disagreement could happen in the church that was moving forward clearly with the Spirit’s power and the blessing of the church in Jerusalem. This was the time when the gospel produced a reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles, and more importantly, sinners and the Lord. And it happened in the two pillars of the Antioch church, Paul and Barnabas, the most visible among the leaders, and the most fruitful.
Then who was right? Barnabas obviously had some affection for Mark, who was his cousin. Barnabas was known as a son of encouragement within the church. He is the one responsible for going all the way to Tarsus to get Paul when the Gentile ministry began to bear fruit in Antioch. He was mindful of Mark, he was mindful of Paul and he was mindful of the ministry in every way. He never forgot the work of the Lord, in Paul’s case remembering it for over thirteen years from the time of Paul’s calling as a minister to the Gentiles. In this case, he could not just dismiss Mark because he didn’t stay until the end last time. With great forgiveness like that of the Lord, he entrusted Mark once again to the Lord’s care as a shepherd and steward of the ministry. Later Mark would be described even by Paul as a coworker who was profitable to his ministry, and of course would write the gospel of Mark, most likely recounting the remembrances of the apostle Peter. So Mark the deserter became Mark the pillar of faith in the early church. So Barnabas was right.
But wait. Paul did not want to take Mark because Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. Paul never hated Mark. But he loved the Lord, and it was the time of the Gentile ministry. Paul’s conclusion in Acts 14:22 was, “We must go thorough many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” Frankly, Mark had not even participated in the hardships Paul referred to, including being stoned almost to death. Obviously Paul’s expectation on this second journey was no different. He was going back to the same places where he had been treated like this the first time. From a ministry standpoint, he could not take a deserter, and care for him and help him, as well as be a steward of the ministry, being led by the Spirit. The deserter would be a hindrance to the work. There was no way. Also, it was not right to take Mark, who exhibited such a tenderness when challenged. You don’t lead a young child into battle, it is irresponsible. The journey Paul was beginning would forever change the course of history as it related to the mission, and would be even harder than the first. It was not time to compromise the future of the church by bringing Mark. So Paul was right.
Actually we may say that neither was right. To have such a visible disagreement and parting of ways in view of the church of Antioch—God’s holy creation—was a sin against that church and against God. Think about it. It would be similar to Mother Barry and Dr. Lee having such a sharp disagreement in front of all UBF, then parting ways and leaving the church behind. We can never rationalize that as being justified in any way. For Barnabas to insist on bringing Mark was a sin against the Spirit, who was working to bring the gospel to the Gentile lands through many hardships. And for Paul to just dismiss Mark, who would later be the powerful gospel writer and coworker, is a sin against the one who was creating him to be just that. So then they were all wrong, right?
It is amazing, but the Bible doesn’t attempt to explain. Verses 39b-40 say, “Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.” In these verses we learn that the Lord was doing his work. We live in a world where right is right and wrong is wrong, and they are irreconcilable. We live in a world where disagreements are so sharp that they too are irreconcilable. But the Lord does his work. The churches in Cyprus were strengthened by Barnabas and Mark. The churches in Syria and Cilicia were strengthened by Paul and Silas. This did not happen as a result of the disagreement or in spite of the disagreement. It happened in the course of the history of the Lord’s work. Based on the key verse of Acts 1:8, it was the work of the Holy Spirit as prophesied by the Lord himself, the Lord Jesus, who bore all of the weaknesses and sins of men on himself. This world is full of right and wrong, rationalization or justification. Meanwhile, the Spirit of Jesus is alive and working out his will continually. Here I learn how to pray for 120. Instead of praying for 120 who are just like me, or who think just like me or agree with me, I learn to pray for 120 who are awakened to the Lord Jesus, whose work is continuing and will continue until it is complete and fulfilled.
*  Paul’s vision of a man of Macedonia (16:1-40)

Look at verses 1-5. Where did Paul go after his trip through Syria and Cilicia? Acts 16:1 says that he went to Derbe and then to Lystra. Verse 2 also mentions Iconium. These are the churches that were established on the previous trip. The purpose of the trip according to verse 4 was to deliver the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem, and according to verse 5 to strengthen the churches. 

Who was Timothy? Verses 1-2 say, “He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was a Jewess and a believer, but whose father was a Greek. The brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him.” Timothy lived in Lystra, and he was a disciple. He was half Jew and half Gentile. What did Paul do to take Timothy as a coworker? Verse 3 says, “Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.” The Jews would never listen to Timothy if he were uncircumcised, and they would never listen to Paul if he were accompanied by someone uncircumcised. So Paul had the young Timothy circumcised in order to serve that area with the word of the Lord.

Paul was not some cowboy loner when it came to the ministry. He wanted to take companions. He took Silas instead of Mark or Barnabas on the journey, because Silas was a mature and faithful servant who correctly handled the word of God, and was trustworthy in the eyes of the church in both Antioch and Jerusalem. Now he selected the young man, Timothy. At this time Timothy came highly recommended by the brothers in the region. Later we learn how Paul viewed Timothy. Philippians 2:20-22 says, “I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel.” The relationship between Paul and Timothy would prove to be a lifelong relationship, bound in the gospel of Jesus. In this case, Paul actively recruited Timothy, made him go through the painful rite of circumcision in order that his message may be acceptable to all. In this way Paul raised one future leader for the church and the gospel ministry in the world.
After Lystra and Iconium where did Paul travel? Look at verses 6-8. “Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas.” Think about Paul’s experiences in each of these places. After leaving the area of Lystra, Derbe and Iconium, where the word of the Lord was obviously taking hold, and the church was growing in faith as well as numbers, Paul and his coworkers could be optimistic that God was blessing their trip. Instead, what happened? They traveled throughout the region, but when they tried to preach the word in the province of Asia, the Holy Spirit kept them from doing so. Later they tried to head north to Bithynia, but in this case the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. From a human point of view, the experience could be frustrating, for they were determined to preach the gospel in new lands, as they were called to do, but they were being frustrated in their attempts to do so. What did Paul and his companions do? They traveled on and on. In fact, they went all the way to Troas, on the other side of Asia Minor, with no clear direction other than being impeded by the Spirit of Jesus. But they didn’t panic. They never forced their way into places with the rationalization of “faith,” nor did they give up with the rationalization, “It must not be God’s will.” They proceeded in obedience to the Spirit of Jesus that seemed to be opposing them. They lived daily with their frustration of seeing no visible fruit on their journey. But they did not obey their frustration. Instead, they sought the direction of the Spirit of Jesus. They remind us of the prophets who were called to hold on to God’s promise of ultimate and eternal redemption, even as they saw the degeneration of their society, which was God’s people, and the destruction of everything in front of them. When the prophet Habakkuk saw the Lord‘s wrath, he had a question. “Is he to keep on emptying his net, destroying nations without mercy?” (Hab 1:17) What did he do? “I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.” (Hab 2:1) In a similar way, Paul and his companions sought the Spirit of Jesus as they underwent the frustrating experiences in their pioneering attempts. They surrendered the ideal of pioneering Asia, or anyplace for that matter, in order to obey Jesus. When they did, they could be guided to the prophetic insight in the frustrating time.

What happened? Verse 9 says, “During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’” What did Paul decide after he saw the vision of a man of Macedonia? “After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.” In spite of the unsuccessful attempts before, when Paul had a vision he decided immediately, even at night, to get ready and go there at once. Paul’s conclusion always ended in the preaching of the gospel.

Where did Paul and the others go? Look at verses 11-12. “From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis. From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.” It is not clear if Paul had anticipated a journey this far, including by sea, but he wound up going across the Mediterranean from Troas northwest to the region of Macedonia. When he got there he went straight to the leading city of Philippi. Paul didn’t have a small hope. He went to the leading city because he should go where he can reach the most people, especially leaders, with the gospel of Jesus. It was a new area, in a new land, uncharted by the gospel. But Paul didn’t plan to ease into the work. He went straight to the leading city. 
So how did Paul begin his evangelical work in Philippi according to verse 13? “On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there.” Paul began the work with prayer. He may have had great expectations in the leading city of the region to do great work. But he didn’t start from his idea. He started with prayer. He found a place of prayer. He intended to be guided as always by Jesus Christ, this time through prayer. Then he spoke the word of God to those provided, in this case some women of prayer.

What happened? Verses 13-15 say, “One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. ‘If you consider me a believer in the Lord,’ she said, ‘come and stay at my house.’ And she persuaded us.” Who was Lydia? She is described here as a dealer in purple cloth. She was a businesswoman, and successful. And she is described as a worshiper of God. The Lord called Lydia who was a worshiper of God in her heart, and he opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. We learn from Paul that he was open to the work of the Lord in people’s hearts, no matter his own hope or expectation. He followed wherever he saw the evidence of the Lord’s work in a person’s heart. We learn from Lydia the boldness and persuasiveness to have all her household baptized, and to invite Paul and his companions to stay with her, since she was a believer. The incident at the riverside seemed small—just one woman—but it began a new chapter in God’s work among the Gentiles and in the spread of the gospel.
What happened on one of Paul’s trips to the place of prayer? Verses 16-17 say, “Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, ‘These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.’” The girl seems almost provided by God to convince the people of this region to listen to Paul’s message. But what did Paul do to the slave girl? Look at verses 17-18. “She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!’ At that moment the spirit left her.” Why did Paul drive out the spirit that could help his ministry? Paul was actually troubled, because the spirit was using the girl. He cared about the girl. He didn’t use others to enhance his ministry. He didn’t function with pragmatism. He chose to suffer himself rather than profit by one slave girl with an evil spirit.

But what happened to Paul and Silas as a result of driving out an evil spirit from a slave girl? It was more than just losing a herald of their ministry. Verses 19-24 say, “When the owners of the slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. They brought them before the magistrates and said, ‘These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.’ The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten. After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.” This was the result of driving out one spirit from a slave girl. Paul and Silas remind us of Jesus, who suffered in order to drive out evil spirits, who suffered death in order to overcome the power of sin. Their imprisonment was sharing in his sufferings.
How did Paul and Silas act in prison according to verse 25? “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.” When they suffered for the sake of Jesus’ name, when they suffered like Jesus to drive out an evil spirit, they became joyful. Strangely, they could sing hymns when they were in the stockade after flogging. They were truly different by the grace of God. What happened when Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns? Verses 26-28 say, “Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose. The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, ‘Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!’” What curious behavior. We would think jailbreak, but Paul and Silas were mindful of the jailer and his life. They were detained by their care of the jailer, who had shown no sign of anything but suicide.
Look at verses 31-34. “The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ They replied, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.’ Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.” It was a midnight meal of thanks for the grace of God. This was the next step in the Gentile ministry, the trip to Macedonia. A jailer and his household were saved. We can learn from Paul his care of the ministry of the word of God. He gave the word of life to a jailer. We can learn from the jailer the bold step to declare himself a believer—he and his whole family. He was brought from death to life in a real way, including spiritually, for he had the joy of new life as a believer in God.
What happened the next morning? “When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the order: ‘Release those men.’ The jailer told Paul, ‘The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be released. Now you can leave. Go in peace.’” How unexpected that the ones who had ordered Paul and Silas to be flogged and placed in stocks should now order their full release. To the jailer it was the testimony of the peace of God without a doubt. It should be a happy ending. But how did Paul respond to the order? “But Paul said to the officers: ‘They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we are Roman citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of us quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us out.’ The officers reported this to the magistrates, and when they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were alarmed. They came to appease them and escorted them from the prison, requesting them to leave the city.” Why couldn’t Paul just leave and be thankful that he was released? Wasn’t it a miracle? Instead they demanded of the ones who had them placed in prison an extra special release and even send-off with a kind of blessing. They had to show that there was one more rule greater than Rome, and that was the Lord for whom they had suffered and were probably still bruised and bleeding from. Verse 40 can give us a clue. “After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia’s house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged them. Then they left.” Here we learn Paul’s shepherd heart for Lydia and the new believers in the region. As a result of his unreasonable demand, they could be protected, and they could be brought to worship the true king, Jesus. More than that, the word of God would be protected when Paul and Silas left the region, now that they were kicked out. 
From Paul we can learn his care as a shepherd for the church God was creating in all these small ways in every place. We also learn his stewardship of the work of God. What was it? Normally I think of stewardship as related to a task, like in this case, the mission journey to pioneer the Gentile region with the gospel of Jesus. But I learn from Paul that stewardship is worshiping King Jesus in all things. Can we say that planting the word of God in one woman Lydia or one nameless jailer in Philippi is the pioneering of the Gentile world? If we do, then we may be delusional in some respects. Then we must say that Paul failed in being a steward or pioneer of the Gentile lands, or was only a tiny bit successful. But we can say Paul was a successful steward of God’s work, because in these things the worship of Jesus as king was established in Macedonia. But first the worship of Jesus was clear in the heart of Paul. He was sent off on the second journey with a sharp disagreement with his coworker. But he proceeded with a heart that sought Jesus, with prayer, that is, with worship of God. Through the journey he planted and protected the worship of Jesus in a few hearts. May Jesus be king in our hearts as we pray for 120 Bible teachers. May God raise stewards for his work from among us.
