THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM
Acts 15:1-35
Key Verse: 15:11

1. Divide the passage at verses 1,6,12,22,30 and explain the content.
2. Contrast the opening of the passage (v. 2) with the ending (vv. 31-33). What was the question? When did the problem of Gentile salvation appear for the first time? (ref. chapters 10-11) How had it been resolved at the time? What was the new issue which is raised in 15:1?
3. Why was circumcision an issue? (ref. vv. 9,21) What was involved in the issue of circumcision? (5,10,19-21)
4. How did the Antioch church meet the challenge? (vv . 2-4)
5. How did the each of the following members of the Jerusalem church contribute to the council’s decision? The apostles and elders (vv. 6-7), Peter (7-11), Barnabas and Paul (12), James (7,12,13-21), the prophets (15-17).
6. Why did the church in Jerusalem send their own men, Judas and Silas, along with Paul and Barnabas? Was the abstinence recommendation in verses 20 and 29 a surrender of the basic principle involved? If you think the recommendation was not a surrender, justify your answer.
7. What do you learn from the apostles on the issue of grace and law? (ref. Read Galatians) What do they mean that we are saved through the grace? (ref. 11) What does it mean to “abstain”?
8. What are the good traits of the apostles for us to learn? 
9. What are the sins to avoid? Why should they be avoided? What are the commands to obey? What is the promise to claim? 
