THE ANTIOCH CHURCH

Acts 11:19-13:3

* The birth of the Antioch church (11:19-30)

1. 11:19-21. How far out, geographically, had the gospel reached as a result of the intensified persecution after Stephen’s martyrdom? How had the gospel reached beyond the racial boundary of the Antioch Jews? What is significant about the gospel going beyond the geographical and racial boundaries of the Jewish people?
2. 11:22-26. Who was Barnabas? (ref. 37; 9:27) What could have been the purpose of Barnabas’ trip to Antioch in light of verses 22, 23? (ref. 11:2-18) What did the apostle see in Antioch and how did he respond to the new development of the gospel work? What does it mean that he was “a good man”? What was the result? What do you learn from Barnabas? What is the significance of the Antioch phenomenon according to the comment at the end of verse 26?
3. 11:27-30. What does the phrase “during this time” refer to? Who visited Antioch during that time? What did Agabus predict? How and when did the prediction come true? What did the disciples in Antioch do in this time of need? What does this show about them? (ref. 2 Cor.8:9; Acts 20:35) What do you learn from them?

* King Herod, James, Peter, Barnabas and Saul (12:1-25)

4. 12:1-19a. How was James, the brother of John, martyred in Jerusalem around this time? What happened to Peter? What did the church do in this situation? How did the Lord help Peter? What did Peter realize according to verse 11? What did he do when he realized what the Lord had done? Why did he want to inform James about the miraculous escape? What happened to Herod and his people? What do you learn from the way the Lord worked? What do you learn from the way Peter and the church followed the Lord’s work?
5. 12:19b-25. What happened to Herod? What does the author of Acts tells us in verse 24? What did Barnabas and Saul do during this time? What do you learn from verses 1-25?
* The Antioch church sent out Paul and Barnabas (13:1-3)

6. 13:1-3. What was special about the leadership of the Antioch church? What did the Holy Spirit say to them? What did they do? Why had they fasted and prayed after they heard the instruction of the Holy Spirit? What do you learn from the instruction of the Holy Spirit? What do you learn from the Antioch church? (ref. 1:8) What do you learn from the formation of the Antioch church?
