SAMARIA ACCEPTS THE WORD
Acts 8:1-40 

I.  The church at Jerusalem persecuted and scattered (8:1-4)
1. vv. 1-4. Who was Saul? (ref. 7:58; 8:3; 9:15; 11:25-26; 13:9) What was Saul’s part in Stephen’s death? What impact did Stephen’s martyrdom have on the congregation at Jerusalem? How did Saul participate in the persecution against the church at Jerusalem?  What happened when the believers scattered to escape persecution? What does the author tell us in this record? 
II.  Philip goes to Samaria (8:5-25)

2. vv. 5-8. Who was Philip? (ref. 6:5; 8:1) What did Philip do in Samaria? What does it mean? What was the response of the Samaritans? What was the result? What was unusual about this outcome? What could have been the reason for the revival?
3. vv. 9-13. Who was Simon? Why had the Samaritans followed Simon? What made the Samaritans follow Philip? What do you learn in their total conversion? 
4. vv. 14-17. How did the apostles respond to the news of the work of God’s word in Samaria? What does it mean that Samaria accepted the word of God? What did Peter and John do at their arrival? What could have been the difference between being baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus and receiving the Holy Spirit?
5. vv. 18-23. What did Simon request of Peter? About what did Peter rebuke Simon? What does he mean that Simon was “full of bitterness and captive to sin?” What could be the integrity which Peter teaches that Simon lacks?
6. vv. 24-25. What did Peter and John do afterward? What do you learn from them? What does it mean to proclaim the word? 
III.  Philip preaches Jesus to an Ethiopian eunuch (8:26-40) 

7. vv. 26-27a. Why did Philip leave the ministry in Samaria and go to the desert? What do you learn from Philip’s attitude in leaving the ministry in Samaria and going to the desert? 
8. vv. 27b-38. Whom did Philip encounter on his way to the desert? Why was the Ethiopian’s devotion to worshiping the God of Israel significant? How did Philip get the chance to have Bible study with him? What was the Ethiopian’s question? How did Philip help him? What was the good news about Jesus according to verses 32-33? What did the eunuch ask Philip after the Bible study? What did the eunuch mean?
9.  vv. 39-40. What happened after the baptism of the eunuch? What do you learn in the story of Philip?
