STEPHEN'S MARTYRDOM

Acts 6:8-7:60
* Stephen speaks on how Israel resists God (6:8-7:53)

1. 6:8-15. Who was Stephen? How had the Jews opposed him? What do you know about them? What were the charges brought against him? What was Stephen like in the court?

2. 7:1-8. What was the sum of the charges against Stephen? (ref. 7:11, 14) What was the essence of Stephen’s long answer? (ref. 7:51-53) Who does Stephen say God is in verse 2? What did God give Abraham according to verses 3-8? If nothing was given materially, then on what basis was the covenant of circumcision established? What was the meaning of circumcision according to 8a? How did God bless Abraham? How did Abraham transfer the covenant to his descendants? How can Abraham’s experience be interpreted from the perspective of 7:51-53?
3. 7:9-16. What did the patriarchs do with Joseph their brother? How did they resist the Holy Spirit with their jealousy? What did God accomplish in the aftermath of their jealousy? 
4. 7:17-29. How and why did Israel's situation in Egypt worsen? How did God reveal his will to rescue the Israelites (7:25) through Moses’ life according to verses 20-22? What happened when Moses attempted to help his people? (vs. 23-29)
5. 7:30-36. What did God reveal when he called Moses according to verses 30-34? What did God reveal by rescuing them through Moses according to verses 35-36? 
6. 7:37-43. What was the living words which Moses received and passed on to his people? (37) How did he receive the promise according to verse 38? What is significant about the way he received the promise? How did the fathers of Israel resist the Holy Spirit according to verses 39-41? What did God do with them? (vs. 42a) How did the prophets quote this rebellion to rebuke the one that happened during their times against the Holy Spirit? (vs. 42b, 43) How did God punish them?
7. 7:44-53. What was the origin of the temple? How and when was the tabernacle replaced with the temple? What was the truth regarding the temple according to verses 48-49? For what did Stephen rebuke the people in verse 51? In what way was Stephen’s rebuke justified based on their insistence of the temple? In their resistance against the Holy Spirit, what did their forefathers do and what did they do? What was Stephen’s summary of their resistance against the Holy Spirit in verse 53? What does he mean?
* Stephen obeys God (7:54-60)

8. 7:54-60. How did they respond to Stephen's rebuke according to verse 54? What does it mean that Stephen was “full of the Holy Spirit” at the time? What impact did this have on him? (vs. 55-60) How does Stephen’s martyrdom testify to the truth in verses 51-53? What was Saul's part in Stephen's death? What impact did the experience have on him? (ref. 26:9-11)
