THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD OF GOD

Acts 5:1-6:7

* Lying to the Spirit of the Lord (5:1-11)

1. 5:1-4. Why did Ananias and Sapphira offer the money from selling their property? (ref. 4:36, 37) Why did Peter rebuke Annias? On what ground was Annias’ unwholesome attitude toward the Church considered as a lie to God, the Holy Spirit? What is lie? Why was Ananias’ act of lying to God, the Holy Spirit, taken so seriously? What is the truth of lie?
2. 5:5-10. What happened to Ananias when Peter rebuked him? What influence did the death of Ananias have on others? What happened to his wife Sapphira? About what did Peter rebuke her? Why is their attitude testing the Spirit of the Lord? Why is lying to God the Spirit, testing the Spirit of the Lord, a matter of death?

3. 5:11. What was the immediate effect of this event? What is to fear God? What do you learn in this tragic story? What do I mean to fear God? (cf Pr. 9:10 1:7)

* What Jesus’ name means (5:12-42)

4. 5:12-16. What did the apostles continue to do after the tragedy? What do you learn in the attitudes of the believers here? Why were people afraid to join them? How could their numbers grow according to verse 14? What was the truth of this mystery according to verses 15-16?
5. 5:17-20. What was the response of the high priest clan? What did the Lord do? Who is the Lord? What is “this new life”? What is the Lord’s commission for his Church? (cf. v.21; 2 Ti. 4:2; 1 Pet.1:24, 25)

6. 5:21-26. What did the apostles do at their release? What happened in the meanwhile? What is revealed in the development of the situation?
7. 5:27-32. Why did the high priest oppose the teaching in Jesus’ name according to his words in verses 27-28? Why did the apostles do what offended the high priests according to verse 29? Did they mean they disregarded men? What did the apostles mean to obey God according to verses 30-31? What do you learn from the teaching in verses 29-31?
8. 5:29-32. How is Jesus related to God of Israel? What does it mean that God exalted him as Prince and Savior? How could the revelation of Jesus’ glory be the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel? Who are “those who obey” God in verse 32?
9. 5:33-42. What was the response of the high priests to the testimony of the apostles?  What did Gamaliel suggest the leadership of the nation to do? What did the apostles do after they were flogged and released? What do you learn in their joy of suffering disgrace for the Name? (cf 1 Pet. 2:20)

* To give attention to the ministry of the word (6:l-7)

10. 6:1-7. What problem arose as the number of disciples increased? How did the Twelve resolve it? What was the result? What do you learn from them?

