THE FAITH IN THE NAME OF JESUS

Acts 3:1-4:37

The faith in the name of Jesus is the theme which runs through today’s passage. Apostle Peter teaches on the faith through the healing of a cripple and at the court. The believers practiced the faith by welcoming the threat of the authorities as God-given and in their selfless love of one another in koinounia, that is, fellowship. I hope we learn the truth of the faith that we may live it. 

I. Peter heals a cripple (3:1-11)

Look at 3:1. “One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer-at three in the afternoon.” They were probably going to the temple to pray there. They looked like they were going through a Christian routine. But their behavior was very special in many ways. A couple of months ago, Jesus their leader was crucified and they were still under the watchful eyes of their enemies. The temple was the hub of the hostile religious leaders. Now Peter and John were going up to the temple openly in day time. How could they be so carefree? The only clue we find in the passage is that they had faith in Jesus’ name. When they held onto Jesus’ name, it was like walking in the day light. Yes, there was danger. But nothing could make them stumble. They learned that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. There is one more thing about their going to the temple. The temple was misused by the Jewish people as their fortress to defend their religion. Peter and John did not cringe because of their allergic reaction to outsiders of the Jewish religion. Nor did the two form their own group in protest against the people’s exclusive attitude. The temple was for the worship of God. So they went to the temple to pray to God, the God of Israel, YHWH, who raised Jesus from the dead. Their team work was special, too, because their rivalry was notoriously bad. They used to think that Jesus would establish a kingdom on earth. So they competed shamelessly to be the top leader in Jesus’ circle. John even used his mother to lobby Jesus for the top position. Now they were a team. There is no record that they fought each other as they did before Jesus’ suffering. Their co-working was no less than a miracle to those who knew them. We have no idea how they were freed from their rivalry. Again we find that the only clue is their faith in Jesus’ name. They became one in their love and trust of Jesus. Their friendship was, indeed, God’s workmanship through Jesus Christ. What should we learn in their behavior? Should we learn how to be friends with other believers? Should we learn how to be courageous? I hope we learn those things and become great people like them. But I pray for most of all that you may know the name of Jesus in the way Abe Kim and Jerry Cowen are good friends. Knowing Jesus’ name will bring to you a whole new world, which is of worship of God without fear, meaning of freedom, love, life and truth.

Whom did Peter and John meet at the temple? “Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.” What did he ask of Peter and John? “When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.” How did Peter help the man? “Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, ‘Look at us!’ So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’ Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong.” What did Peter give the man? Was it healing? For sure it was. Was there something else? We can say there was more because of the way Peter helped the man. He could have said honestly that he didn’t have money. Or he could have prayed quietly and healed the man. Instead, he made quite a scene by proclaiming the name of Jesus before the onlookers. What Peter gave the man in the healing was Jesus’ name. To be more precise, he gave the man the faith in Jesus’ name. We can state that based on what he said to the onlookers in the next verses. Then we can understand that what Peter wanted to give the man was salvation.  

What do you personally learn from Peter? He could have apologized for having no money. He could have been apologetic for only having Jesus’ name. But he was proud of only having Jesus’ name! He did not shrink back because the beggar had a birth defect or that it caused the man to become crippled inside through his long suffering. Peter did not even hesitate to proclaim Jesus’ name to a person who needed and wanted money. What should we learn? Instead of being kind and gentle toward the poor man, his attitude was almost brazen when he commanded the man to walk. Should we learn to be blatant? Should we learn to be religious fanatics? I think we should learn from Peter the trust in the name of Jesus who took the burden of mankind on himself. If Jesus gave him money, then Peter would give money to the beggar. But Jesus had given him the faith in the name only. Peter was called to be a witness, a herald of Jesus’ name. So, when the opportune time came, Peter proclaimed the name. What if his faith didn’t work? Obviously, that kind of thought did not even cross his mind. He entrusted all concern to the name. To a reasonable mind, his attitude is almost crazy. But as we remember the rest of Acts, we see that the Apostles took the burden of their times in the name of Jesus. Healing a cripple was a very small (I should not say small) but just one event. I pray for 120 who will venture into the whole new world of faith.
Here is a catch, however. We can be distracted because Peter did an extraordinary thing by faith. We can become curious if not envious of Peter and secretly hope to be powerful like him. In fact, there were such people. They were all condemned because what they were interested in were success and fame but not the name. We should learn from Peter that Jesus’ name is worthier than money. In his total trusting submission to Jesus’ name, we should learn that success or healing were not even of marginal importance. Here was the challenge and Peter proclaimed Jesus’ name with full trust. Along with that reasoning, I think Peter teaches us that salvation is worthier than money, healing or success. In summary, Peter was not ashamed of Jesus’ name. It was the power of God for the salvation. I pray for 120 people who appreciate the wonder of salvation. We will think about what salvation is in the next verses. 

II. Peter witnesses the name of Jesus (3:12-26)

What did the man do when he was healed? Look at verse 8. “He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.”  What impact did the healing have on the people who witnessed the man’s changed life?  Look at verses 9-12. “When all the people saw him walking and praising God, they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade. When Peter saw this he said to them: "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?” What were the distractions from which Peter called the peoples’ attention? He called their attention to Jesus’ name because they were surprised with the healing and impressed with the apostles. What was wrong with their reaction? They were blinded with what they saw and so were unable to recognize Jesus who is Christ and Lord of the apostles and who caused the healing, the real boss. 

What, then, did Peter say in verses 13-15?  He said, “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.” What is the essence of his witnessing in verses 11-15? Was he accusing them? He did but his message is more than finger pointing. He reminded them of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and that Jesus was the servant of God. He reminded them that Jesus is declared to be the Holy and Righteous One by his resurrection from the dead. The essence of his message was the reminder of how God and Jesus the Holy and Righteous One got involved in their failures. It meant that God took their failure on himself and Jesus was the servant of the holy mission. They were not abandoned in their failure. What they did was indeed a horrible crime. But what they needed to learn was the grace of God and Jesus Christ who did not let this burden fall on them. The people needed to learn that God and Jesus Christ wounded themselves in order to keep them.
Then, Peter explained in verse 16 what the name of Jesus means to us. He said, “By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.” What was the cause of the healing according to Peter’s explanation in verse 16? We do not know if Peter was talking about his faith or the faith of the man. But we know that he is saying Jesus was the cause of faith and the healing. Therefore, they should pay attention to the cause with which they would be surprised. How big would their surprise be? If you read John 1:1, 1 Corinthians 15:28 or actually, Romans in its entirety, you can see how big their surprise would be. I pray for 120 to whom Jesus is the Cause.
Now Peter described their blindness as ignorance in verses 17-18. “Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.” What was the truth of their ignorance? Their ignorance was that they did not believe God whom they did not see. They acted according to their senses. What did God fulfill through the suffering of Christ Jesus at the hands of the ignorant? Jesus who suffered because of them was declared as God’s Christ. What had God meant by fulfilling the suffering of his Christ according to verses 19-20? Peter said, “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-even Jesus.” God meant wiping out their sins. He meant refreshing their lives. He meant most of all that they may know Christ Jesus. In the example of Peter and John, we learn here more than what we had thought about what it is to know Jesus’ name.  

How far-reaching is God’s blessing on their repentance according to verses 21-23? Look at verses 21-23. “He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.’” We have no idea what it will be like when everything is restored. I hope you grow in the knowledge of the scope of salvation through Bible study. The sky is the limit for that maturity. You will know what the great minds of the Bible figures knew. I personally like the word “refreshing” because that gives me an idea that the kingdom of God is not a boring thing but refreshing everyday.
Peter speaks a profound truth in verses 24-26 of why God had sent Christ to the Jews whom he knew would act in ignorance. He said, “Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’  When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.” God meant to bless the whole world beginning from the Jews. God meant to establish the testimony that men may be saved. Otherwise, they will use their ignorance as their excuse, which will only be their destruction. It was because of his mercy that he sent his Christ to the ignorant. He sent his servant into the world for the same reason. If we preach the gospel and suffer in return because of those who meet us according to their nature, we should praise God for his grace. Why should we thank God for our suffering? We do because we are privileged to witness Jesus’ name.
III. To obey God (4:1-22)

Look at 4:1-3. “The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day.” What was the result when they used their authority to stop the preaching of Jesus’ name? Verse 4 says, “But many who heard the message believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand.” So what did the religious leaders do? Look at 4:5-7. “The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and the other men of the high priest's family. They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: ‘By what power or what name did you do this?’” Annas, Caiaphas and their clan were the people who condemned Jesus to be crucified. The whole atmosphere must have been threatening, even scary.
What did Peter say in this situation? He reasoned that Jesus is the one and only Savior. Look at verses 8-12. Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.’ Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” What puzzles us is that the apostles who were in danger were speaking of salvation. They were in anything but being saved. They were in trouble. So we have to ask what salvation is for them and what we mean by that. The word “salvation” implies safety, well-being. If so, the interrogators were in a safer situation than the apostles. What was the apostles’ idea of salvation then? They took Jesus as their salvation. As we examine ourselves, we can see that we take many alternative things as our salvation. When I was in my early twenties, I fell in love with a girl. I thought platonic love from her was my salvation. Soon, I learned that the girl herself needed salvation. I hope all of you may learn that Jesus is your salvation. Frankly, that doesn’t make sense to anyone. Even St. Paul admitted that he could be considered as insane by human standards. But once he learned how wonderfully true the salvation in Jesus is, he considered everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus, even the things which were to his profit. We see a similar example in Jacob in Genesis. At the Jabok river, Jacob wrestled with an unknown individual and learned that that person was God. Once he learned God’s name and that he was loved by God, he became a ruler of all things, even of his fear. He became a blessing. Pursuing the knowledge of what is the salvation in Jesus compares to something like wrestling with an unknown person. I hope you do not give up on that. You will see the sun rise in your heart with the beauty of the dawn. You will reign with Jesus over all things, even life, even death.

What was the initial response of the Jewish leaders? They were overwhelmed with the courage of Peter and John. Then they realized that Peter and John were unschooled, ordinary men. Verse 13b says, “They were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.” In summary, they were overwhelmed with the name of Jesus Christ. They still resisted. “But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. ‘What are we going to do with these men?’ they asked. ‘Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it. But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name.’” What did they devise to deal with the dilemma? They used the threat tactic. Verse 18 says, “Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.” But Peter and John replied, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

We learn from Peter and John that they did not fight against the authorities. Rather, they appealed to the conscience by reasoning that they obeyed God. How did Peter and John reason that they obeyed God? They reminded the authorities of the gospel stories. We learn in the words of the apostles what it is to obey God and how a man obeys God. That is a serious question because in some sense the authorities were hostile against the apostles because they thought Jesus’ people did not obey God. Should we become insistent of our righteousness? Or should we become pacifists? I think Peter and John teach us in verse 20 that we may surrender to the calling of speaking the gospel. Our calling to be gospel witnesses is not to make us righteous at the cost of making others stupid. It is to make us to surrender all our righteousness and guilty feeling to proclaim Jesus’ name. That is to obey God. What will we get as a result? You will lose the world and you will receive God. 

What happened as a result? Verses 21, 22 say, “After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old.”

IV. How Jesus’ people practiced their faith in the name (4:23-37)

The idea to obey God or to receive God as our inheritance sounds great but undeniably, it is unreal to us. In 4:23-30, we find a more realistic picture of the life of those who obey God. The first picture is shown to us in verses 23-30 of how Jesus’ people responded to the news of the threat. Look at verses 23-24a first.  “On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. ‘Sovereign Lord,’ they said, ‘you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.” They called on the name of God the Sovereign Creator. Where did they get the idea of the Sovereign God? We learn in the following verses that they came to believe in God the Sovereign when they witnessed Jesus’ resurrection.
So, how did they interpret the threat by faith in God the Sovereign? Look at verses 24b-28. “You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.’ Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.” So, what did they request of Go   d? Look at verses 29-30. “Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” What do you learn in their prayer? Isn’t it amazing that they prayed for the name of Jesus to be proclaimed even more? What should we learn from them? I hope we learn the secret of their love for Jesus’ name. How can we learn that? We learn in this passage that they returned to the gospel in every threatening situation. The secret is given only to those who do the same thing. I can’t teach you. You must try it. You won’t be disappointed.
We learn in 4:31-37 that those who obeyed God learned to love their neighbors with the love of Christ. But they did not build a loving community by their own effort. It was God who encouraged them. How did God answer their prayer according to verse 31? Verse 31 says, “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” Now they were encouraged. So, what did they do? They became one in heart and mind. Look at verses 32-37. “All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.” What does it mean that they “were one in heart and mind”? That means they were united. How did they become “one in heart and mind” through persecution? They offered their lives for the learning and preaching of Jesus’ name. They purchased Jesus’ name with their lives. What did Jesus’ name mean to them? Jesus’ name meant life for them.
