HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT MADE THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Acts 2:1-47

* The meaning of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit (1-21)

1. vv. 1-12. What happened to Jesus’ disciples on the day of Pentecost? For what did the Jewish people from all over the world come to Jerusalem at that time? What did they witness? What had Jesus said regarding this event? (ref. 1:8) What was the similarity/difference between the day when the Ten Commandments were given and the Pentecost? (ref. Ex 19:1-20:21; Deut 5:22-27; Ro 2:29; Heb 8:8-12)
2. vv. 13-21. How did some ridicule the pouring out of the Hoy Spirit? How did Peter explain the event in verses 14-18? What did he prophesy in verses 19-20 by quoting Joel? What did he say in verse 21 was the pertinence of the phenomenon to everyone including the mockers?  How did the Spirit help Peter to understand Jesus’ promise in 1:8 in such depth? 

3. What does it mean to prophesy according to verses 17-18? According to verse 11, the disciples declared the wonders of God. According to Jesus’ promise in 1:8, they witnessed Jesus. In view of these references, what could it be to “see visions” or to “dream dreams”? When you witness Jesus, do you declare the wonders of God, see visions, or dream dreams? What are the wonders of God which you have declared? What are your vision and your dream? What does the prophecy in verses 19-21 mean to you?  What is to call on the name of the Lord? What is the salvation which is promised to those who call on the name of the Lord? 
* God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ (22-41)

4. vv. 22-24. What did men of Israel know about Jesus of Nazareth according to verse 22? What did they do with him whom they recognized as God approved? How did they do such an unreasonable act according to verse 23a? What was God’s set purpose according to verse 24?
5. vv. 25-28. What did David prophesy about Christ? What did Christ mean to David according to verses 25-26? Why did Christ mean joy and hope to David? What does Christ Jesus mean to you?
6. vv. 29-35. What happened to David who rejoiced with the hope of resurrection? Since he died and has not been raised, what are his knowledge and his hope about according to verses 30-32? What did Christ Jesus whom God raised to life do for David’s descendants according to verse 33? What is declared by Christ Jesus when he poured out the Holy Spirit according to David’s prophecy in verse 34? What was David’s prophetic resurrection hope according to Peter’s explanation in verse 29-35? What is the essence of your resurrection hope?

7. vv. 36-41. What did Peter conclude when he explained the pouring of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ disciples? What is to say Jesus is both Lord and Christ according to Peter? What is the sum of your gospel knowledge? (To answer, try to come to the same conclusion by tracing his reasoning and reconstructing his teaching in your own words and then speak your own version)  What does it mean “they were cut to the heart”? What was the conviction of the people? What was the meaning of the message in verse 36 according to Peter’s answer in verses 38 and 40? What is the extension of the message according to verse 39?  What was the response to Peter’s message? What do you learn from the overwhelming response of the people? (ref. v. 47)
* How the believers practiced their repentance and faith (42-47)

8. vv. 42-47. How did the believers practice their faith? How did the Lord help them? What is phenomenal about their devotion? What is the essence of their devotion? What should we pray for in the formation of a Christian church among us?
