HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT MADE THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Acts 2:1-47                                                                                                  hymns: 466, 465

We read how the Holy Spirit formed the Christian church in chapter 2 of Acts. The Church which was from the beginning, that is, in Christ, appeared by the Holy Spirit. The appearance of the Church means the fulfillment of the prophecy, the vision and the dream. May the Lord call the participants.

I. The meaning of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit (1-21)

The word “Pentecost” means “fifty days” in Greek, referring to the number of days from the offering of the barley sheaf at the beginning of the Passover. The Feast of the Pentecost is from Leviticus 23:16. The feast marks the completion of the barley harvest. For the same reason, it is also known as the day of offering the firstfruits to God. It was the thanksgiving and fear of a redeemed people for they were aware of their sin, and moreover, remembered their deliverance from Egypt as God’s covenant people. The basis of the acceptance of the offering presupposed the removal of sin and reconciliation with God (Reference: The Bible dictionary p. 964; Douglas). In other words, it was the day of commemorating the birth of the Church through the revelation of the Ten Commandments at Mt. Sinai.
What happened to Jesus’ disciples on the day of Pentecost? They had been praying together as one, waiting for God, putting aside all things. That is why “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.” As we see in verses 6-12, all the Jews were gathering in the city of Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast just as all our co-workers come from everywhere in the world to attend the international summer conference. Obviously, the 120, not the crowd, were preparing for the Pentecost rightly for the Holy Spirit came upon them.  Look at verses 2-4. “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” 

Verse 5 says, “Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.” They came from afar at high costs for their trips because they were hungry and thirsty for God. What did they witness? The coming of the Spirit and the noise made by the 120 speaking in different languages must have been audible to everyone in the town. Look at verses 6-12. “When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs-we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’ Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What does this mean?’” 

Verse 13 informs us of what was going on outside of the work of God. The author wrote, “Some, however, made fun of them and said, ‘They have had too much wine.’” Their ridicule is familiar to believers from all generations, especially those who live in the midst of intelligent and “pious” people. What can be the answer to the wall of unbelief? Peter’s answer in the following verses should be of help from God to those who meet the same ridicule and mockery regarding their faith in the Lord Jesus, and in the work of God the Father through the Holy Spirit, who speaks to us of the gospel of Jesus our Lord.
How did Peter explain this event? Look at verses 14-18. “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.”  

Peter could have simply said that this phenomenon was the work of the Holy Spirit and not of drunkenness. But he did not fight the mockers nor did he appeal to their understanding. We learn from him that he stood tall at hearing the mockery. We learn from him that he stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd. We see in the following chapters of Acts the same attitude of all the Apostles. They took the time of opposition and hostility as the time to declare the wonders and the glory of the name of Jesus Christ. They exalted the name when they were despised. I am not talking about their stubbornness or courage for they also at times shrunk back and were discouraged. What I have learned in these verses is the appearance of the Life. When men suppress the truth by their wickedness, God declares the name of our Lord Jesus. When they crucified him, he was exalted high above all names that all may bow on their knees. We see the same wonder in the attitude of Peter. It was by the Spirit that the apostle spoke.  We may pray for the Life to appear in the 120 to be produced through the work of Romans memorization. It will be great fun to see 120 canons blasting.
The declaration of the glory of our Lord Jesus’ name sounds good. However, to many the idea is no more than an idea, a distant thunder, meaningless. We learn a quite different thing in Peter’s answer to the mockery of the unbelievers. I hope we learn from him and rejoice in the declaration. The declaration of Jesus’ name means the declaration that we are living in the last days. The days are counted and we will meet the Lord Jesus when they are over. Will it be the day of joy or of fear? It depends whether today is the day of joy in the Lord. The name of Jesus also means the invitation into the world of Prophets. That may be a little unclear to our contemporaries. The words, visions and dreams are of help to us to have a clearer picture of the hope. The vision implies the joy of faith. Faith is being sure of what we hope for and being certain of what we do not see. Seeing the visions means, therefore, not being fooled by what you see or hear but being encouraged with the hope which has appeared to us in Christ Jesus. The immediate example is Peter himself. He was not discouraged or hurt by the mockers. He was excited with the beauty and the holiness of the Lord Jesus. He was seeing the visions. The word ‘dream’ has a similar meaning. When Martin Luther King spoke of his dream, he probably meant something similar. In Paul, we see the dream of all creation being cleansed until God will be all in all. We remember that the Prophets of Israel had a dream of dreams and rejoiced in it. When their dream was shattered before their own eyes and when they knew that it would never come true again, they saw the Lord God, the Creator of Israel, the Almighty, that he is the Dream of dreams. When nothing is left for them to hope for, they saw that the God of Israel never ceases, that he is the Eternal, and therefore, they are in him. What does this mean to us? We have the gospel of Jesus Christ. May the gospel be in you the prophecy, the vision, the dream of dreams.
Look at verses 19-20. Peter did not stop in the explanation of the phenomenon. What did he prophesy in verses 19-20 by quoting Joel? He continued, “I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.” He speaks of the coming wonders and signs. They are, however, scary at first glance. He speaks of blood, fire and billows of smoke. I have witnessed the aftermath of war in my childhood. I have heard and seen the misery of wars in Africa and in the Balkan region and in the recent wars of the Middle East. I am afraid of the friction between North Korea and the hawks in the Bush administration. I personally hope and pray that those things may not come anymore. But I also know that they are happening and will continue to happen until all cease. What is the end of all these miseries? Peter says that the end will be the great and glorious day of the Lord. I am not comforted by the reasoning that the occurrence of these miseries is the process for the coming of the good day. I have no idea what that greatness or glory mean. However, I am comforted because I have learned the goodness and greatness of the Lord Jesus in his kindness and mercy shown to me in the gospel of Jesus Christ. I am comforted that he is coming and that he is coming in the midst of all these things. Though I am scared, sad and fearful, my heart rejoices at the news. That is my understanding of the word “prophecy.” My conviction regarding prophecy is based on Peter’s words in verse 21. What did he say in verse 21 regarding the phenomenon that pertained to everyone including the mockers? “And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” This is the prophecy. May Jesus’ name be the prophecy to his own.

As we recall that Peter responded to the mockery, we can see that the Spirit helped him to understand Jesus’ promise from 1:8 in such depth. He was witnessing Jesus. What do you learn here? I can believe in the Holy Spirit who is at work in us. I just came back from attending the wedding of Benjamin and Maria Ahn Westerhoff. I met many co-workers who came to celebrate the wedding. While we were buying Korean groceries on the way back, I met Gideon Bahn who has been serving the COD ministry with David Kim. He bought me some food to eat. As I was driving back home and munching on the food, many faces of our co-workers who are suffering everywhere in the world went through my mind. I remembered David Byun and his joy in suffering. Remembering their ongoing suffering and their children’s suffering was anything but a pleasant experience. Then I realized that I was seeing the prophecy of our times. All we see is the uphill struggle of which we do not see the end. All we can see is that we are helpless. We are limited in helping Jesus’ people if they move to a different city. We can not help them in the challenges they meet. That was what I could see as I remembered how Maria grew up and how her parents have persevered. But then I could recognize the Lord Jesus who has been their guide, Savior and Master. What are the wonders of God which you have declared? What are your vision and your dream? What does the prophecy in verses 19-21 mean to you?  What is to call on the name of the Lord? What is the salvation which is promised to those who call on the name of the Lord? I hope each of you answer such questions personally.

As we think about the meaning of the Feast, the pouring out of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost can be considered as a parallel to the day when the Ten Commandments were given, the formation of God’s Church.  There is much similarity between the two. Some may not agree with this interpretation. Others may consider the size of the events. But I hope that some may recognize this as the beginning of the new creation. What about the covenant day at Mt. Sinai? I hope some may witness God who was at the beginning, at Mt. Sinai, here at Pentecost and now in our midst, the Holy Spirit, in the continual giving of the gospel of Jesus Christ (ref. Ex 19:1-20:21; Deut 5:22-27; Ro 2:29; Heb 8:8-12).  May he be glorified and be the joy, vision and dream in his people beginning from the 120 of whom we have been praying. Bless our effort to memorize Romans.
II. God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ (22-41)

Peter explains in verses 22-41 that Jesus is declared by God as both Lord and Christ in the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. What did men of Israel know about Jesus of Nazareth according to verse 22? Peter said, “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.” What did they do with him whom they recognized as God approved? “This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.” How could they do such an unreasonable act according to verse 23a? They did not know what they were doing. As we learn in later verses that they did so because they were ignorant. What was God’s set purpose then? He meant to take the burden of their ignorance on his Son. According to verse 24, there was one more thing in God’s mind. “But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.” Did God mean to declare that Jesus is above death? No, more than that. God meant that Jesus is Lord, not death. 

But what do we mean to say Jesus is Lord? Peter explains what we mean in our faith through King David’s prophecy. What did David prophesy about Christ? What did Christ mean to David according to verses 25-26? Look at verses 25-26. “David said about him: ‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope.”
Why did Christ mean joy and hope to David? He said, “…because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.” Christ meant the paths of life for David.
In verses 29-35 Peter explains how David’s prophecy apply to the believers. What happened to David who rejoiced with the hope of resurrection? Peter explained the truth plainly. “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day.” Since David died and hasn’t been raised, what were his knowledge and hope about? Look at verses 30-32. “But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.” David’s knowledge was about Christ, and the prophetic knowledge gave David hope and joy.

What did Christ Jesus whom God raised to life do for David’s descendants? Look at verse 33. “Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.” What is declared by Christ Jesus when he poured out the Holy Spirit according to David’s prophecy? Look at verse 34. For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’” What was David’s prophetic resurrection hope according to Peter’s explanation in verse 29-35? David’s hope was the appearance of Christ who is the Lord. Does it mean that what David hoped for was more than his own resurrection? The answer is that David prophesied the day when the Lord becomes the Life, the Resurrection, the day when people who are united with the Lord Jesus appears. We need to ask what the essence of our resurrection hope is. We need to pray for the appearance of those for whom Jesus is the Way, the Life and the Truth.

What did Peter conclude when he explained the pouring of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ disciples? Look at verse 36. “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” What is it to say Jesus is both Lord and Christ according to Peter? It is being assured of and standing on Jesus’ name. I hope each of you examine what the sum of your gospel knowledge is when you write testimony on this passage. I suggest that to answer, try to come to the same conclusion by tracing his reasoning and reconstructing his teaching in your own words and then speaking your own version.

Look at verse 37. “When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’” What does it mean “they were cut to the heart”? What was the conviction of the people? I think the author meant circumcision by the Spirit (Rom 2:29). The conviction of Jesus’ name meant the circumcision, the cut off of the old. Amen. What was the meaning of the message in verse 36 according to Peter’s answer in verses 38 and 40? Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off-for all whom the Lord our God will call.” To whom did Peter say the message was given? He said for all whom the Lord our God calls. The conviction of Jesus’ name means cutting off the old and being baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sins and for the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Verse 40 says, “With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’” We learn in verse 40 that the repentance in Jesus’ name also means saving ourselves from the corruption of our generation. Are there many positive things in our generation? Certainly. In fact, there are a lot. Then, what do we mean by corruption? We do not understand the word “corruption” unless we are baptized by the Holy Spirit through the forgiveness of our sins which come by repentance. What do I mean by this? I am talking about Paul’s teaching in Philippians 3. When he saw the glory of the Lord Jesus he considered even the beneficial things, which means, good things for him, as rubbish. I pray for 120 who see the glory of the Lord Jesus because the invitation in vs. 39 is extended to us. What was the response to Peter’s message? “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.” What do you learn from the overwhelming response of the people? We are witnessing the beginning of the appearance of God’s children, the end of which is the restoration of all creation (Rom 21). There is more. We witness the appearance of the glorious Freedom, the Lord Jesus, who is our God (ref. v. 47). Amen. There is no more wandering, no more confusion. He is here with us declaring his glory in the gospel. May those who have ears hear him, those who have eyes see him. 

III. How the believers practiced their faith (42-47)

In the last section of this passage we read how the believers practiced their faith Look at verse 42. “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” How did the Lord help them? Verse 43 says, “Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.” What happened as a result? Look at verses 44-47. “All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 

The conversion of the 3,000 a day and their extraordinary devotion have been a source of inspiration for many. Many Christian evangelists have been dreaming that they may achieve similar success. Karl Marx saw the hope of an ideal community in this picture. But we know that they all missed the point. What is special about the phenomena of their devotion? We may learn the answer by considering that the essence of their devotion was the conviction of the Name. What should we pray for now? We should pray for the formation of a Christian church in us. We are not talking about pseudo Communism, or an ideal neighborhood. We are talking about Koinounia, which is the word translated in verse 42 as “fellowship.” That word means participation in the holiness of the Lord Jesus (1 Cor 10:16), participation in the blood of Christ, participation in the body of Christ. That means putting to death our old self everyday, and offering ourselves for Koinounia. The Church will appear and will prevail.

