HOW THE DISCIPLES WAITED FOR GOD
Acts 1:1-26

* You Will Be My Witnesses (1-8)

1. vv. 1-2. What does the designation “Theophilus” tell us about Acts? Acts is a sequel to Luke’s gospel. What is recorded in Luke's gospel? What can we expect in the study of Acts?
2. v. 3. To what does his suffering refer? What did Jesus do after his suffering? How is his work of convincing his disciples that he was alive related to the teaching about the kingdom of God? What do we learn about “the kingdom of God” in verse 3?
3. vv. 4-5. For what purpose did Jesus command his disciples to stay in Jerusalem? Why would the disciples rather want to leave Jerusalem? What would the disciples get if they leave Jerusalem? What do you know about the Holy Spirit? What does it mean to “be baptized with the Holy Spirit”? What is the worth of being baptized with the Holy Spirit since that is the reason the disciples had to risk their lives? How is the kingdom of God related to the baptism by the Holy Spirit? What do we learn about the otherwise obscure teaching of “the kingdom of God” in verses 1-5 so far?
4. vv. 6-8. How did the disciples interpret Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom of God and the Holy Spirit? What is the basis of their interpretation? According to Jesus’ teaching in verse 7, what is the truth of their question? Why weren’t they allowed to know “the times or dates”? What will happen to them instead of gaining information about the times and dates? What does it mean that they would “receive power”? What does it mean that they “will be” Jesus’ witnesses? What is the similarity/difference between the restoration of the kingdom to Israel and the disciples becoming the witnesses of Jesus?
5. v. 8. How could the disciples become Jesus' witnesses? What does it mean for a person to become Jesus’ witness? What was involved for the disciples to be Jesus’ witnesses in Jerusalem? In Judea and Samaria? To the ends of the earth? What do we learn about the Father, the Holy Spirit and the Son in light of their involvement in the work of testifying Jesus and making witnesses of Jesus? What is the relevance of making Jesus’ witnesses to the lives of the disciples and ours?
* This same Jesus will come back in the same way (9-26)
6. vv. 9-11. What happened when Jesus finished his teaching? What did the disciples do at seeing his ascension? What did Jesus teach by his ascension according to the angels? Why did he not stay on earth to help them? (ref. Jn. 14:6, 12; 15:26, 27) What could the life of waiting for Jesus’ return be like? (ref. Ro 8:25) What could be the difference between this and looking into the sky? (ref. 2 Pet 1:16-21)
7. vv. 12-14. What did the disciples do when they heard the angels’ rebuke? Who joined together in prayer? What do we learn when comparing their commitment to prayer together with their words and behavior shown in verses 6 and 10?
8. vv. 15-26. What did Peter learn in prayer according to verses 15-20? What did he suggest based on his learning of the truth of Judas’ betrayal? How did the disciples of Jesus solve the problem of Judas’ betrayal? What do you learn from Peter? What do you learn from the disciples? What do you learn in Acts chapter 1?
