APOSTLE PAUL GOES TO ROME

Acts 27:1-28:31

Key Verse: 28:31

“Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God

and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.”
The last two chapters record Paul’s journey from Caesarea to Rome. The journey included the experiences of a storm on the sea which lasted for two weeks, of eventual shipwreck. He was bitten by a viper at Malta, met the rejection of the leaders of the Jews in Rome. The author reveals to us that all unfortunate situations were for building up a convincing proof of God’s guidance of his servant with his mighty arm. Also the author reveals how apostle Paul was more than a conqueror by his faith in the drama of God’s mighty guidance. We do not know why God’s revelation should come through the experience of suffering. But apostle Paul’s experience in the journey to Rome was another declaration that the gospel of our Lord Jesus is the everlasting truth for us to abide, that he died by his faith and was raised by God.

The author ends his book this remark: “Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.” In the original text the last word is “Akolutos”, which is translated “without hindrance” here, or “unhindered” in a different text. The author ends Acts with a triumphant note, and thus depicts the omnipotent nature of the gospel of Jesus Christ, on which Paul took ride because of his faith. The gospel was unstoppable. It flooded the city of Rome through the petty desires of Felix, Festus, Agrippa and their politics, through the storm, through the poison of a viper, through the rejection, through the mighty city of Rome and its culture. It would spill over to the ends of the earth, to the generations after Paul’s time. But when we read verse 31 again all the aura goes away and the humble ministry remains in which the gospel was spoken of.

** Paul's voyage from Caesarea to Crete (27:1-12)

When the sail for Italy was decided Paul and some other prisoners were handed over to a centurion named Julius, who belonged to the Imperial Regiment. We remember Cornelius who was a witness of God’s acceptance of Gentiles over 25 years ago belonged to the Italian regiment. The two were special units among the Roman army, and so we find a clue a special treatment of Paul. Julius would be a protector of Paul’s life as we soon find in the story of shipwreck. God’s hand was with his servant even in the arrangement of the centurion.

Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica, was with Paul. He must have been a Gentile convert. Yet this new person in faith was already a traveling companion at the time of Ephesian riot. He risked his life there when he was seized by the mob (19:19). He was an official delegate, possibly of Thessalonica, who accompanied Paul to Jerusalem in the matter of the bringing the fund raised by the Macedonian churches (20:4). Now he is with Paul to go to Rome. At Rome he was in prison with Paul (Col 4:10), possibly alternating with Epaphras in voluntary imprisonment to be with Paul and comfort him (Col 4:10-12; Phm 23,24). He was with Paul through thick and thin, so to speak. Here again we see the sign of God’s unstoppable mighty work of creating new breed, those who invest their lives for the gospel. Paul’s eagerness to go to Rome was that he may “harvest” among the Roman Christians just as he had had among the other Gentiles (Ro 1:13). In the example of Aristarchus we can understand what Paul meant. The Macedonian reminded Paul of God in the otherwise could be depressing journey because of the uncertain prospect and the predictions of doom. 

Paul boarded, probably, a cargo ship carrying corn, which sail ports along the coast of the province of Asia. When the ship stopped at Sidon Julius, in kindness to Paul, allowed him to go to his friends so they might provide for his needs. We do not know why the centurion showed a special favor to Paul because there is no mention of their previous encounter. But we can believe in God’s providence for his servant. As we read further we find that the providence of Julius was more than to assist his servant. God intended to declare his glory. 

There was a sign of danger from the time they put out to sea from Sidon. Because the winds were against them they avoided the open sea south of Cyprus but passed to the lee of the island. They followed the coast of south Asia Minor and landed at Myra in Lycia. Julius found an Alexandrian ship sailing for Italy and put Paul’s team on board. As we trace on the map their trip from Myra to Fair Havens off Cnidus, mentioned in verses 7 and 8, we can imagine that it could have been an easy short trip in ordinary days because the islands stand in the course like a wall to protect ships from wind. But the wind was too strong at this time. Look at verses 9-10. “Much time had been lost, and sailing had already become dangerous because by now it was after the Fast. So Paul warned them, ‘Men, I can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and bring great loss to ship and cargo, and to our own lives also.’” 

From the mention of the Fast, that is, Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, we can assume that it was a common sense not to travel on e sea during this time. Paul was born in Tarsus, Cilicia, and had enough experience in the traveling in the Mediterranean Sea as find the clue in 2 Corinthians 11:25. He knew this area. He knew what he was talking about. Obviously he was given a special revelation as we find it in his words in verse 23. But basically we do not know how Paul could foresee what was going to happen. At any rate, the centurion did not listen to Paul’s advice but followed the advice of the pilot and of the owner of the ship. It was natural for him to listen to their advice since they were skilled sea men. Perhaps he was under pressure to bring Paul and other prisoners to Rome. There was one more reason which made the majority of them decide to sail on. The harbor was unsuitable to winter in. 


Paul knew they were making a wrong decision. But he had no control of the situation. He couldn’t escape from the danger. It was God’s will. But he couldn’t understand at this point why he and they should be put into the situation. Here we learn what it means that in “all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Ro 8:28). Such an assurance is, therefore, not based on human reasoning, but on the basis of the love of God which has been revealed to us through Jesus Christ. What, then, shall we say in response to this discovery? We say, “if God is for us, who can be against us?” We say, if God is for us, what can be against us? “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Ro 8:37).

** In the Storm (27:13-44)
When they put out to sea, a gentle south wind began to blow, and they thought they had obtained what they wanted. So they sailed along to go to Phoenex, which was on the east coast of Crete, to winter in there. Bit before very long, the ship was caught by a hurricane. In the following verses we read the detailed descriptions of how hard the experience was. We learn a few significant lessons from the record.

Let’s read verse 20. “When neither sun nor star appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved.” We learn from this verse that there was a time for Paul to give up all hope. From what he said in 2 Corinthians 11 in addition to this verse we learn what it means to live by faith. You do not necessarily see rainbow all the time. You sometimes give up hope, but God raises you up. The righteous will live by God’s faithfulness.

Look at verses 21-22. “After the men had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them and said: ‘Men, you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss. But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship would be destroyed.’”  How could Paul know that they were safe? Let’s read verses 23-25. “Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’ So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.” Remember that he spoke these words after he himself had given up all hope of being saved not long time ago. His assurance was not based on any reasons or reasoning. He was reminded of God’s purpose of sending him to Rome to stand before Caesar, the ruler of the world of the time, to testify to Jesus Christ to him. Against all hope, which he was well aware of, Paul in hope believed that he and they were all safe. We learn from him what it means to believe.


Look at verses 27-32. On the fourteenth night in the storm the sailors sensed they were approaching land. They were afraid that the ship would be dashed against the rocks. So the sailors attempted to escape by lifeboats, abandoning the passengers. Then Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved” (31b).  So the soldiers cut the ropes that held the lifeboat and let it fall away. What did Paul do next? Look at verse 33. “Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. ‘For the last fourteen days,’ he said, ‘you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food--you haven't eaten anything. Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head.’ After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat. They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves.” In the midst of storm, on a boat which was still tossed up and down, when he was surrounded by people who gave up their hope, Paul thanked God for giving them bread. Here we learn what it is to thank God. Just like his Master, apostle Paul thanked God because of God. We learn from him that to thank God is life. We learn from his example to thank God is the way to serve God and his will as a man. That makes a leader, a servant of our Lord Jesus Christ. We also learn from him that he helped God’s flock who were in constant suspense to eat. The rest, such as the deliverance from the storm was in God’s hand. He did what was necessary for the people to be ready for the deliverance. We learn from his example why Jesus our Lord spent his precious days on earth to feed people with food and with the word of God. We learn from Paul’s example why Isaiah sealed up the word of God among his disciples and waited for the LORD when God was hiding his face from the house of Jacob (Is 8:17). When he was feeding God’f flock Paul was putting his trust in the Lord Jesus.


Look at verses 36-38. “They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves. Altogether there were 276 of us on board. When they had eaten as much as they wanted, they lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the sea.” They were preparing themselves for the shipwreck and for deliverance. Paul saved 276. The work was equivalent to the deliverance of the whole world. That is why the author recorded the exact numbers so that the work of salvation of them by listening and trusting God’s promise given through the servant of God may be remembered forever.


When daylight came, they were getting ready to run the ship aground. So they cut loose the anchors. Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and made for the beach. But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast and would not move. “The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from swimming away and escaping. But the centurion wanted to spare Paul's life and kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land. The rest were to get there on planks or on pieces of the ship. In this way everyone reached land in safety” (42-44). What the soldiers attempted to do was a common practice. But God delivered his servant Paul. 

** Ashore on Malta (28:1-10)

The place they landed on was an island called Malta. Two things happened in the land to reveald God’s glory. The islanders showed unusual kindness to Paul’s team. The islanders built a fire and welcomed them because it was raining and cold. Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, “This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead. “But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects,” says verse 5. 

It is a mystery of how could Paul be indifferent to the biting of a viper, and how he could survive the ill effect. No one can explain the mystery. But we remember Mark 16:18 and understand that God’s extraordinary protection was with his servant, which says, “...they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” Paul’s indifference to the poisonous snake reminds us of 1 Corinthians chapter 13 that the apostle was shielded by the love of God that he did not know ill, that he was always protected, was encouraged to always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. He was living on a different realm of existence, namely, the realm of faith, love and hope. Some of us may still doubt about such an existence and that is certainly reasonable. But here is the testimony which convinces us of a totally different way of life. Since we believe in the resurrection of the dead, if not Jesus Christ who alone rose from the dead, we may now understand that this event is a peek preview of the realm of faith.

The miraculous work did not stop in Paul. God helped Paul to heal the father of the chief official of the island. He was suffering from fever and desentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. Paul's people were 276 in number (27:37). How they would supply their needs while waiting for another ship going to Rome was a question.  When Paul healed the many in the island, they honored Paul's people in many ways. They supplied all their needs for a long three month's time. In addition, when they were ready to sail, they furnished them with all the supplies they needed. We may never be able to explain such an extraordinary work. We can, however, see that as he had promised to his servant God was with Paul on his way to Rome.

** Arrival at Rome (28:11-31)

Let’s read verse 15b. “At the sight of these men Paul thanked God and was encouraged.” After three months staying in Malta Paul and his people finally put out to sea and boarded a ship of Alexandria with a figurehead of the twin gods, Castor and Pollux. They arrived first at Rhegium, next at Puteoli. There Paul met the brothers who came to Puteoli to greet him. At the sight of these men, Paul thanked God and was encouraged, realizing that God was with him as he had promised. Here we learn again the secret of Paul’s faith. Finally Paul arrived at Rome.  When they got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him (16). What did Paul do when he arrived at Rome?

Let’s read verse 20b. “It is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain.” (28:17-22). Three days after he arrived Rome he called together the leaders of the Jews. “When they had assembled, Paul said to them: ‘My brothers, although I have done nothing against our people or against the customs of our ancestors, I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. They examined me and wanted to release me, because I was not guilty of any crime deserving death. But when the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar--not that I had any charge to bring against my own people. For this reason I have asked to see you and talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain’” (17-20). 

We may quote Exodus 19:5,6 for our understanding : “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” We may also quote 1 Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” But this is not a place to discuss about the hope of Israel in length. What we learn from Paul is that he was well aware that he was in chain, and also well aware that his unfortunate situation had to do with the gospel. May those co-workers all over the world who are bound to chains of all different kinds be able to confess the same faith.

 
The leaders of the Jews arranged to meet Paul.  Since then Paul met them on a certain day and from morning until evening Paul explained and declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. But the result was as usual. Some believed, but most of them rejected his teaching. That was the result of Paul coming to Rome in chains. He could have been discouraged. But he went to the Scriptures and prayed until he could realize the truth,  which the Holy Spirit spoke long time ago through Isaiah. He realized that their rejection was God’s truth.

“Therefore,” he said in 28:28, “I want you to know that God's salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!” It was not his bitter retort to those who rejected him. He spoke the same truth in the lengthy discussion in Romans 9-11. We learn from Romans that Paul really meant here to praise God for his wisdom and profound love. What a great servant of God!

 Let’s read verses 30,31. “For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.” Who can speak of weakness or frustration or humbleness of the ministry? The Kingdom of God began to shine in the city on the people who had been living in darkness. 

