Study Questions, Lesson 4 
Genesis 15-17; 20-22 / Key Verse: 22:2

GOD TESTS ABRAHAM

1. Read 15:1-6. What word of the Lord came to Abram? Why? What was his real problem? What was God's promise? Abram's response? What does this mean? (4-6) Read 15:7-21. How could Abram know that he would possess the land? Describe this covenant.

2. Read 16:1-2. What reveals Sarah's fatalism and her love for Abraham? What method did Sarai suggest to Abram to get a son? (1,2) As a result of their human method, what problem arose in Abram's family? How did God help them? What can we learn here about God?

3. How old was Abram when Ishmael was born? (16:16) Read 17:1-3. How old was Abram when God visited him again? What was his spiritual condition after 13 years of spiritual silence? What do the words 'Walk before me and be blameless" mean? (1,5,17,18)

4. Read 17:4-8. What was the covenant which God established with Abram? What new name did God give him? Why? What new elements do you find in this covenant?

5. Read 17:9-14.What was the purpose of the covenant of circumcision? What is the spiritual meaning of circumcision? (cf Dt 10:16; Ro 2;28, 29)

6. How did God promise to bless Sarai? How did he change her name? What was Abraham's response? What did God promise Ishmael? Isaac? What was the promised time of fulfillment?

7. Read Chapter 20. Why might Abraham been fearful? (19:29) Where did he go? What was Abraham's habitual weakness? (12:10-20; 20:1-7, 17) How did God help Abraham? Read 21:22-34. What was Abraham's new attitude toward Abimelech? Why did he change? (21)

8. Read 21:1-7. How and when did God fulfill his promise? How did Sarah express her joy? What reveals their faith? (4) Read 21:8-20. Why did Abraham send Hagar and Ishmael away? What does his obedience show about him? How and why did God help Hagar?

9. Read 22:1-10.When and how did God test Abraham? How did Abraham respond? What did he promise Isaac? (5-8) Describe Abraham's obedience in detail. (9,10) Read 22:11-14. What did the Lord do and say? What does it mean to have "The Lord will provide" faith?

10. What does it mean to "fear God." (12) Read 22:15-19. What unconditional promise did God make to Abraham? Why? What new elements can you find in this restatement of the covenant promises? Examine Abraham's growth in faith. What can you learn here about God?

