Lesson 4

GOD TESTS ABRAHAM

Genesis 15-17; 20-22

Key Verse: 22:2

"Then God said, `Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love,

and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on

one of the mountains I will tell you about. "'


In the third lecture we studied about how God called Abram from among the people of his times, gave him a command and made a covenant with him and blessed him. When Abram received God's call, God helped him believe the covenant and live by that covenant faith. Lot seemed to believe, but actually, he lived by his wits; his last days were miserable. But Abram believed God's promises, lived by them, and at last was blessed. Up to this point, God helped Abram grow in covenant faith by dealing with his surface problems. In lecture 4, Abram's deep inner problem comes out. He needed to grow more deeply in the world of faith. Just making the initial decision to leave one's past and begin a sacrificial Christian life is not all there is to being a Christian. Faith has to do with the inner life more than with outer actions. In this last half of Abram's life we want to learn about the deeper levels of the realm of faith, and about the blessing God wanted to give him. This study has four parts: First, God's revelation to Abram (15); second, Abraham's human problem and God who helped him (16-17); third, God gives Isaac at the appointed time (20,21); fourth, God tests Abraham and makes him the source of blessing.

1. God's revelation to Abram (15)


Abram became very tired as he struggled to live according to his faith in God's covenant of blessing. His heart was filled with human thinking. At that time, the word of the Lord came to him. This was God's revelation of the gospel.


First, the gospel revealed to Abram (1-5). Read 15:1. These words suggest that after engaging in a great and victorious war to rescue Lot, Abram fell into fear. And because the war had been costly and he had gained nothing, he was overwhelmed by a sense of loss. He was an old man, and after fighting a hard war, he was tired. More than this, he had no son and he was tired of waiting for one. Look at verse 2. God said that he himself would be Abram's reward. But Abram complained. What kind of reward could God himself be to a childless old man? Abram was spiritually tired and discouraged. The only plan that came to his mind was that his servant Eliezer inherit his property. He was full of human thinking. Though he had lived a life of faith for a long time, he had nothing to show for it, and he couldn't look to God for anything anymore. He had done his best to cling to God's covenant of blessing, but now he had lost all desire to continue in this life of faith. It is at just such a time that a man becomes fearful. He realizes his human limits. He sinks into despair. This is the very time a man can really meet God.

(Diagram) 

Abram is disappointed ----Abram sees the stars---The great will of God


It was at this time that God appeared to Abram in a vision and said, "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward." Abram thought that God could not help him. But God was his strong shield; God banished his fear. And God redeemed him from his sense of loss and became his great reward. God said to him, "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." God assured him that he would have a son. To open his fast-closed heart, God took him outside to look up at the stars. God helped him open the door of his heart by pointing up at the myriads of shining stars in the sky. The glittering starlight reflected the light of the gospel into his heart. Then the best news of all came to Abram. "The word of the Lord came to him." Abram had thought this and that and decided that the only thing for him to do was to make his servant Eliezer his heir. But the word that came to him was not like that. It did not come from his own human thinking. Like rain that falls from the sky, God's word came to Abram from above. Biblical scholars call this "revelation. " The timing of this revelation was very important. Abram had done his best to live a life of faith, and he was tired and at the point of giving up. Then God's word came to him. In the Bible there are similar instances of this, of God's revelation coming to men who were discouraged and despairing. This revelation, whether he knew it or not, was the most blessed news for him. It was the word of God which could solve his "no son" problem and his fear problem. Abram received this word of revelation.


Second, Abram's faith (6-11). "Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness" (6). Verse 6 reveals Abram's faith. This is the basis of Christian faith. When Abram looked at himself, he could not but despair. But when he looked up at God, he could believe in God the Almighty Creator and receive his word. God credited this faith to him as righteousness. This means that God accepted his faith. On the basis of this

faith, the prophets and apostles declared, "The righteous shall live by faith" (Hab 2:4; Ro 1:17). The way to have a right relationship with God is the way of faith alone. The way of faith is the only way to become a child of God. No one can stand justified before God on the basis of his works. We can learn two things here. In the first place, every person has times of weakness and discouragement. When one bases his faith on his own righteousness, he is bound to meet times of discouragement, and even, at times, falls into despair. Because of this, many believers give up their faith. Sometimes we see people struggling to overcome some weakness, and we conclude that they have backslidden and can no longer be called Christians. It gives us hope to remember that Abram also despaired. In the second place, the time of despair is exactly the time when one can hear God's voice and receive his grace. Abram despaired. But when he received God's word and believed it, his faith was credited to him as righteousness. We must learn here the faith of Abram who heard God's word in his time of despair. Have you ever looked at yourself and despaired? If you have not despaired at yourself, then you don't know yourself very well. Self discovery is only possible when we taste this deep despair at 
ourselves. When you despaired of yourself, what word of God did you receive? Be specific about this. If, in your time of despair, you did not receive any word of God, then you really have not discovered the secrets of the world of faith. In this sense, despairing of oneself is a good thing. Luther became a monk, but he could not solve his sin problem. He tormented himself. Then he received the word of Romans 1:17, "The righteous shall live by faith," and he received the grace of salvation. He realized the secret world of faith. It is easy to look only at ourselves at the very time we should receive God's word. This is a great sin. The time of despair is the best time to experience God's great grace (Isa 49:8; 2 Co 6:1,2). Nothing makes God sorrier that rejecting his grace.


Third, God's great purpose for Abram (12-21). God shined his light into Abram's dark, despairing heart. But he did not stop by satisfying his immediate need. He had a much greater purpose for this old man. As the sun was setting, he fell into a deep sleep. A thick and dreadful darkness enveloped him, and he was greatly afraid. The word of the Lord again came to him. Read verses 13,14. These words were fulfilled when, through Joseph, 70 persons of Israel's family went down to Egypt (Ge 46:1; Ex 1:1-3). In 400 years these 70 persons became a great nation (Ex 1:7). They suffered there, receiving God's training until they could become a people useful to God (Jer 11:4). Finally, they came out of Egypt with great possessions (Ex 12: 36). We can learn two things about God.


First, God is a great God. Abram had been tied up in his immediate, practical problem. He couldn't even look ahead 10 years. But God had at least 625 years on his mind. He looked not only at Abram, but also at Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and 400 years in Egypt. Ifwe want to become children of this great God, we must cast aside our narrow minds, look beyond small present profit or loss, and see at least 100 years down the future, and dream great dreams. Then we may be called children of the great God. Second, we learn that God's purpose is great. Because of his "no son" problem, Abram fell into despair. But God had a greater plan and purpose to bless all people on earth through him. Just as God had a great purpose for Abram, he has a great purpose for each of us. We must recognize and accept this truth. There is no greater blessing than to fix one's eyes on God and receive his calling in his youth. Just as God placed in despairing Abram his great purpose, so God has a great purpose for each of us, no matter what circumstances may be pressing upon us. Believing in God means recognizing his

9reat purpose for my life. Paul prayed earnestly for Christians in Ephesus who had surrendered to the cold realities of the world. He prayed that God might give them the spirit of revelation so that the eyes of their hearts might be enlightened to see the great plan and purpose God had for them (Eph 1:5,17-19). No matter what our circumstances, escaping those circumstances is not the real solution. Instead, we must discover God's great purpose for us. When we believe in Jesus, we must ask ourselves, "What is God's great purpose for me?" And, "What must I suffer for the sake of God's purpose in me and in the world?" (Ac 28:20).

II_ Abraham's human problem and God Who helped him


Ten years had elapsed since God called Abram. During that time, Abram's faith didn't seem to grow. And a family problem arose which Abram could not solve. Many people caught in such a situation lose all desire to live, and give up in defeat. It is very difficult to help such persons. But God helped his chosen servant Abram very well.


First, the God of Ishmael. Even after the good news was revealed to Abram, Sarai still had no child. This became a big problem to them. Sarai was very sorry and ashamed that she could not bear a son to Abram. So she counseled Abram to sleep with her maid Hagar and have a child by her. Abram slept with Hagar and she became pregnant. After Hagar became pregnant, she became very proud, and she despised her mistress Sarai. This resulted in a family quarrel, and Hagar was driven out. At the time when Abram should have listened to God's voice, he listened to his wife Sarai. But this situation arose not so much because he listened to his wife, but because he wanted to satisfy his own desire. Abram tried to solve his human problem by human means. As a result, an insoluble problem arose in his life.


God helped Hagar who was cast out. First, he told her not to run away. He sent her home and told her to submit to Sarai, thus establishing order in Abram's home. He helped Hagar not to run from her problem, but to challenge her situation. And God solved her basic problem. She worried about the future of her son. Read verses 10,11. Our God is a great God. But he sees and cares about the suffering of a lowly maidservant. Hagar was cast out by her mistress, but God himself took care of her. She experienced the deep love of God. So she named the well in that place "Beer Lahai Rol" (14). This means, "I have now seen the One who sees me." Hagar must have remembered this well all her life. She gave birth to a son and named him Ishmael. Abram was 86 at the time. Why did God help Hagar? First, God heard her cry of suffering. Second, God wanted to solve Abram's problem. When we realize how God helped foolish Abram, we are thankful.


Second, God changed Abram's name (17:1-7). After this, 13 years passed. Abram was 99 years old when God appeared to him and spoke. Read verse 1. God who appeared to Abram was the Almighty God (El Shaddai). For 24 years God had helped Abram, and now, for the first time, God gently rebuked him. Why?


God wanted to change Abram to Abraham. When Abram heard God's rebuke, he fell facedown. God said, "No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations" (5). Abram had forgotten God's great purpose for him during the 13 years that Ishmael was growing up. He seems to have been satisfied with his family-centered life (17:18). So God changed Abram's name. He called him Abraham because he was not to remain simply as the father of one small family; he was to be the father of many nations. God wanted to use him as Abraham. Through one man Abraham, God wanted to raise a covenant people who could be a source of blessing or all people on earth. He called him Abraham so that he might bless all people under heaven through him.


God also wanted to be the God of Abraham's descendants. Read verses 6-8. Why did God want to raise a covenant people through Abraham? God wanted to be their God. God wants most of all to restore the kingdom of God through a people who hear God's word and obey him. This is the heart of Biblical thought (Ro 8:21-23; 1 Co 15:26-28). Only when God becomes the God and Father of all people will creation order be restored (Heb 1:5). Then the basic problem of humanity under curse can be solved. God's redemptive love is revealed in the words, "I will be their God."


God changed Sarai's name to Sarah (15-22). Verses 9-14 describe the sign of the covenant-circumcision. God continued speaking. Read verses 15,16. Abraham laughed to himself when he heard those words. "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety? " Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!" He wanted God to accept Ishmael as the covenant son. God answered, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him" (19). God even named the son Sarah was to bear, and would establish his covenant with him. God changed their names. God changed them from family-centered people to world-centered people. God also made it clear that his covenant would be passed along only through faith, not through human means or compromise.


Third, the appointed time. God promised to give Abraham and Sarah a son, Isaac, at the appointed time (21). We wonder why God didn't give Abraham Isaac, the seed of the covenant, quickly, and so avoid the big problem of Hagar and Ishmael. But God, in his wisdom, did so to train Abraham more deeply. God gives his blessings at his own appointed time. This theme of God's appointed time flows through the whole Bible. Especially in John's Gospel, the idea of God's time occurs frequently (In 2:4; 7:8; 14:29; 16:32; 17:1; 19:27). At God's appointed time, he gave Isaac to Abraham. God always gives the best gift at the best time. We must live according to the principle, "God is good and God knows best." We must not be discouraged when God doesn't give us our "Isaac" quickly. We must learn to wait on God's appointed time. Sometimes, God doesn't give us what we want at all. It's because God wants to give us something far better than the "Isaac" we think we want. He wants to give us himself. Sometimes, to give us his best gift at the right time, he takes away something from us. But we must believe that God will give us the best thing at his own right time. We must believe that God knows best. Abraham learned this faith.


God renewed his covenant with Abraham, and as a sign of the covenant, he commanded Abraham and his household to be circumcised. God wanted Abraham's act of obedience in this as a sign of his acceptance of God's covenant and of his commitment to God. Through this, God wanted to become their God, and he wanted them to live as his chosen people (17:11). It was also a symbol of cutting away all the sin and compromise from their lives. It symbolized practical repentance. Like practical repentance, it was really painful. Paul says that to be God's people, we must have circumcision of the heart (Ro 2:28,29). We must cut away all the idols and sinful desire from our hearts. Then we can have clear identity as God's people, people who do not compromise with the world, people who live only by faith in him.


Here we learn Abraham's faith. From a human point of view, Abraham already had a son, Ishmael. Another son, the covenant son of whom God spoke, was really not necessary. Twenty-four years had passed since Abraham had believed the covenant and began living by that faith. He was now 99 years old and his wife, at 90, had no hope of having a son. But God spoke, and Abraham believed his word. Abraham's faith was obedient faith. Abraham followed God's way and God's word, and circumcised all the males of his household, beginning with Ishmael, and including all his servants. The young adolescent Ishmael must have been shocked! And the servants who didn't know what was going on also must have been shocked. Abraham must have had a hard time convincing them that this must be done! In this way, he restored spiritual leadership in his family after his mistake with Hagar. After Abraham was circumcised, there was a great change in his faith life. His faith became great enough to make him a blessing for all people of the world (22: 15-18).

III. God gave Isaac at the appointed time (20,21)


God made a covenant promise, and God fulfilled his covenant promise. He is faithful and sincere; there is no falseness in him. Isaac is the seed of the covenant promise God made with Abraham. But at the time Abraham received this promised son from God, he still had a human problem left to be solved.


First, the seed of the covenant, Isaac. Before we think about God's gift of Isaac, let's first think about the even in chapter 20. Abraham made the same mistake he had made in chapter 12. He explained his reasons for making such a foolish mistake in 20:11,12: "1 said to myself, `There is surely no fear of God in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.' Besides, she really is my sister, the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became my wife." Abraham feared God, but he lived in a godless world and lived in constant fear that someone would kill him because of his beautiful wife. He feared for his life, and from this fear came lies. But God established him as a prophet even in this spiritually weak condition, and when he prayed for Abimelech, Abimelech was blessed (20:17).


Abraham received God's call and for 25 years lived through many difficulties as a man set apart, a chosen man. The appointed time arrived. God had mercy on Sarah, and she conceived (1). At just the time God had promised, Isaac was born. The writer of Genesis emphasized the fact that God fulfilled his covenant promise with the words "as he had said" and "what he had promised" in verse 1, and "at the very time God had promised" in verse 2. God acted according to his promise and gave Abraham a son at the very time he had promised. Abraham named his son Isaac, as God had told him (17: 19b). And, to confirm him as the covenant son, he was circumcised on the eighth day. The author of Genesis tells us that Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born. He is emphasizing the fact that after 25 years, God fulfilled his promise to Abraham. God surely keeps his covenant promises. People are weak. They want to keep their promises, but find themselves giving up on promises too hard to keep. But God's power is very great. He surely keeps his promises. Men want to keep their promises, but they are deceitful and "forget" to keep them. But God is faithful; he keeps his promises without fail. Our faith must firmly stand on the absolute and unchanging promises of God.


When Sarah gave birth to Isaac, she spoke up. Read 21: 6,7. There are two meanings here. First, God's promise to Sarah was fulfilled. Sarah had listened in the kitchen and overheard the Lord's words of promise that she would bear Isaac. She was dumbfounded and laughed (18:12). She had already passed her change of life. But now, according to God's word, Sarah indeed gave birth to a son. It was an amazing thing! God indeed made Sarah laugh. That God fulfilled his promise was too amazing for Sarah to comprehend. So in a voice overflowing with emotion she said, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age" (7). God's covenant promise was fulfilled in an amazing way, in a way beyond reason and understanding. Sarah experienced the deep secret of covenant faith. Her deep fatalism was healed, and she had real joy.


Second, the seed of the covenant, Isaac, was the source of blessing. "Isaac" means "he laughs." Sarah's joy was great, for her sorrow at not having a son had also been very great. Her words, "God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me," mean that Isaac, the seed of the covenant, was a great blessing, not only to Sarah, but also to all people of the world.


Second, Ishmael, the son of the maidservant (21:8-21). Abraham believed God's covenant promise when it was impossible to believe. God gave Isaac to him just as he promised, and Abraham came to live in the midst of God's blessing. From that time, Abraham had to be a good steward of God's blessing. This meant that he had to raise his son to be an ancestor of faith, a source of blessing, and the seed of the covenant. To do this, there was one problem Abraham had to solve. He had to send away Ishmael. Ishmael was Abraham's son by the maidservant, Hagar. But he was not the covenant son. He was not the one to receive the inheritance of his father (l Ob). So if Abraham was to raise Isaac well, he had to send Ishmael out of his home (9,1 Oa). If it had been up to Abraham, he would have liked to raise both sons in his home. He had poured out his love and affection on Ishmael for 13 years. Casting him out of his house was unthinkable. Even to think about it gave him great pain. In the world, if we want to do any worthwhile work, we must know how to overcome our own feelings. When we overcome our feelings to do something, we must also endure the pain that follows. The most painful thing is to deny one's own feelings.


Abraham was very distressed because of his son. In this situation, most people would forget all the blessing they had received and not listen to anyone's advice. At this time, God's word came to Abraham. Read verses 12,13. To obey God, Abraham had to send away Ishmael, whom he loved. He had to cut out his human sympathy to obey God's word. His obedience was like that of Christ, who endured crucifixion before the very eyes of his brokenhearted mother to obey the will of God (Jn 19:26). Abraham is the ancestor of all who believe. He was chosen to be the source of blessing for all people. Because of him, all people on earth would be blessed. For the sake of serving God's great purpose, he had to overcome his human feelings, his humanism, and obey God. Many Christians these days have not solved the problem of humanism. So the church is not now producing great heroes and heroines of faith as it did in the past. When Abraham obeyed God's word, God took care of Ishmael and Hagar for his sake. Abraham could not solve the problem of Hagar and Ishmael. But God solved it for him.

IV. God tests Abraham (22:1-19)


22:1 begins with the words, "Some time later." At this time, Abraham had received God's promised blessing and his desires had been fulfilled. At this time, God tested Abraham. When a person pays money back, his feelings are quite different than his feelings when he borrowed it. In the same way, a person who has received abundant blessing from God is quite different from one who, in desperation, pleads with God for blessing. It is much harder to bear a blessing gracefully than to capture it in the first place. Most tragedies happen when people fail to be good stewards of the blessings they received. God wanted Abraham to bear his blessing well and become the source of blessing for all people on earth. God tested Abraham and taught him the secret of bearing God's blessings.


First, "Sacrifice him as a burnt offering" (1-12). God wanted to test Abraham, so he called him and said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about" (2). These words are God's command to Abraham to offer back to God the very seed of the covenant, Isaac-the blessing God had given him. Through this test, God wanted to see what the real thoughts of Abraham's heart were. Did Abraham love God first, or did he love the blessing he had gotten from God-Isaac-more than God? This was a very important test. Abraham must keep creation order in his heart by putting God first, man next, and material things last. If Abraham chose to love Isaac more than God, he would destroy this creation order. And he couldn't be a source of blessing.


When we receive a blessing from God, it is very easy to love the blessing more than God. Isaac was Abraham's heir; he was a human being full of life. But in reality, he was no more than the blessing God had given Abraham. We human beings are often very foolish. God is the source of all blessing and joy and life and truth. Yet we easily love the blessing God gives more than God himself. We are like the little child who is more eager to find the present in his father's briefcase than to greet his father. But if Abraham should love God's blessing more than God, he would become like a fish out of water. This is the central teaching of the Bible. Deuteronomy 6:10-12 teaches, "When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers to give you ...be careful that you do not forget the Lord... " God will surely bless the one who believes in him. But it is a weakness of us human beings to receive blessing from God, then become so wrapped up in the blessing that we forget God. We must not only seek to receive God's blessings; we must also regard stewardship of those blessings as of utmost importance.


How did Abraham respond to God's command? He got up early the next morning, saddled his donkey, took two servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut sufficient wood to build a fire for the burnt offering, he left for the place God had told him to go (3). This shows the greatness of Abraham's faith. The greatness of his faith comes directly from his obedience to God's word. God's word of command to him was, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love ...and sacrifice him as a burnt offering..." (2) How cruel this command seemed! And how unreasonable! To offer Isaac as a burnt offering, Abraham traveled for three days (4). Then he came to the place God had indicated. He left the two servants and took Isaac. The two of them went on together. As they walked, Isaac asked his father, "Father, the fire and wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" (7) If Abraham had doubted God's love in the least bit, these words of Isaac would have weakened his will and undoubtedly he would have fallen. But Abraham did not doubt God's love at all. His faith is seen clearly in his answer, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son" (8). Abraham did not obey God's word with a sorrowful, rebellious heart. With a joyful heart he obeyed positively and actively.


Read verses 9,10. Just at this time, God called Abraham and said, "Do not lay a hand on the boy ...Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son" (12). God's heart was moved by Abraham's love for him. This is what God wanted. Now God could trust him. In this way, Abraham became the source of blessing.


God had called Abraham and trained him in faith until he learned deep fear and reverence for God. Faith that fears God is first faith that offers Isaac. God wants each of us to offer our "Isaac" to him. Isaac was Abraham's life. But Abraham did not hold back or try to save Isaac. He joyfully gave him to God. Second, faith that fears God is faith that joyfully obeys God's word. Abraham could not, by his own will or strength, do this. But because of God's word he took the knife in his hand. He obeyed God to this point.


Second, "The Lord Will Provide" (13,14). Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in the thicket. He went over and took the ram and offered it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So he called the name of that place, "YHWH Jireh." This means, "On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided. " God himself provides a lamb for the man who offers his "Isaac. " Abraham learned a precious and important lesson of faiththat God provides everything for the person who loves him. Verse 14 summarizes Abraham's faith: "The Lord will provide. " Like Abraham, we too must learn this faith by offering our "Isaacs" to God. Without this faith, we have no real peace in our hearts. We become superficial. But if we experience even once "The Lord will provide" faith, we learn the secret of the life of faith. When we learn this secret, we can live the life of faith with joy and confidence.


Third, "through your offspring..." (15-18). After Abraham passed God's test, God called him a second time. Read verses 15-18. God had wanted to test Abraham's faith (12). Inverses 15-18 we see that God wanted to give him a greater blessing. The blessing was that his descendants would become as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore, that they would take possession of the cities of their enemies, and

that through them, all nations on earth would be blessed. These words are connected with Genesis 3:15. One of Abraham's offspring would crush the head of the enemy of mankind, Satan. This is a central teaching of Genesis. This is the key to the solution of all human problems. Because of man's sin, he was cursed; his blessing was taken away, and he was cast out of the Garden of Eden. But through the seed of Abraham who offered Isaac, God would open the gates of mankind's enemy and change the curse into blessing. Through Abraham's offspring, people of all nations would be blessed.

What was the greatest blessing God could give Abraham? Was it money? A son? A fine house? Power? These things all become valueless with the passing of time. If we think more deeply, we can discover the greatest blessing God could give Abraham. If, because of me, one person, my people rise out of anxiety and fear and come to live in real peace, what a great blessing it is! But more than this, God blessed Abraham's obedient faith and through him removed the curse from the whole human race, and poured out on humanity his blessing of salvation. Can there be any greater blessing than this?


Here we find that we must revise our idea of blessing. These days people are not sure why they believe in God. Even if they believe to receive a blessing, their idea goes no further than desire for material blessing for their family, or education for their children, or health and protection. But we must know that the blessing God wants to give us is not so negative. God's blessing is great; it is eternal; it is very positive. Our God is great; he does not give men small, mean blessings; he gives blessings that are world-wide in scope. When eve think about the blessing God gave Abraham, we see that through him, all people on earth were blessed. Here, the word "through" also means "used by God" (18). The greatest blessing God can give a person is to use him or her greatly in his redemptive work in the world. A person called by God to be used by him his greatly blessed. God's blessing is not an easy-going, selfish life; it is to be used by God fully. How can we have this great, eternal blessing? We must hear and obey God's word (18b). Just as Abraham suffered a lot to learn obedience to God's word, so we must not hesitate to take up our own cross of mission and suffering and follow the will of God. God will then bless our small obedience and use us in bringing blessing to all people on earth.


"Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." In these words is hidden the great love of God, love bigger than the universe, and the secret of faith. God called Abraham and became his friend. God trained him, and he tested him and then made him the source of blessing for all people. Praise, honor, glory and worship be to the God of Abraham! May God bless your faith to grow to pass his test and be a blessing.

