Romans 12-16 study 

Summer conference 2006, July 20-23, Cincinnati

Those who finished the study of each chapter may work on the next questions in each of their groups. 

1. Chapter 12. (Tips of information: Paul speaks about the gospel of Jesus in Romans 1-11, and he summarizes the essence of the gospel as the “mercy” in 12:1. The literal translation of the phrase “in view of God’s mercy” is “by the mercy that of God.” The word “sacrifice” often makes us self-conscious. But the sacrifice should make us God conscious and be mindful of others. The sacrifice was an offering made to God for the reconciliation of man to God. The literal translation of the words “the spiritual” act of worship in verse 1b is “reasonable” act of worship.)    

a.) The content from 12:2 down is about how we offer our bodies as living sacrifices. We can learn in the content from 12:2 down what we do with our bodies and how we use them when we do not offer them as living sacrifices. Review the content and let each participant speak of what we do with our bodies when we live without the gospel and how you can worship God with your bodies by his mercy.
b.) The life of offering our bodies must be against our nature, possible only by God’s mercy. However, we are convinced that there is something good in the offering of our bodies. Let each participant speak in their own words what good is in the offering and in what context of the examples they would practice the teaching.
2. Chapter 13. Regarding the question of what a Christian should do with the government and with neighbors, Paul answers in 13:14 to clothe themselves with the Lord Jesus Christ. Let each participant speak on how the gospel truth, the essence of which is “mercy”, affects a Christian in those issues and what good it is for those who deny their natural inclination to gratify their desire.

3. Chapter 14. Regarding the disputable matters, such as those about food or about dates, Paul quotes Jesus’ death and his resurrection. Let each participant speak on how Jesus’ death and resurrection can be the answer to the questions and what the answer is. Let each one take an example of “disputable matters” in our Christian life and speak on how Jesus’ death and his resurrection can be the answer to those issues.

4. Chapter 15. Regarding the failings of the weak, Paul speaks of the God of hope. In the second half of chapter 15, he speaks of how he practiced his teaching of bearing with the failings of the weak. Let each participant speak on how Paul could relate failings with hope in thinking and in actual life.

5. Chapter 16. Paul greets about 15 groups of people in chapter 16 in a very personal tone. After a brief warning against the enemies he ends with the confession of his trust in God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Let each participant discuss on how precious Paul regarded the faith of the few. They were perhaps somewhere about 60-100. Discuss on what good is in their faithfulness to God.

