Key verse for the year of 2003 of our Lord Jesus Christ

I. Ephesians 3:18, the year 2002

The year 2002 was the year of “to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.”

On January 7th, 2002, Missionary Samuel Lee passed away. His burial was on the 9th of January. The key verse for his burial was Exodus 19:6, the kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

In May I transferred the task of the delivery of Sunday message to David Miller, from the 12th day of the month. Nathan Walker left for Chicago for his residency with his wife Mary and his daughter.

On June the 2nd I visited Raleigh N.C. to attend the graduation of John Martin Jr. Missionary Henry Park visited Cincinnati and spoke on Hebrews 12. He had come down to Columbus around this time.

On July 6th Missionary Daniel Hong passed away. His funeral was on the 13th of the month. After his funeral I visited Harvard with a few coworkers and held a prayer session with all the coworkers in front of the church on the campus. It was the first worship service at Harvard. It was around this time Missionary Hannah Zun began to teach Julie Marsh and Jiyong after 14 years since her sheep had been kidnapped and brainwashed by deprogrammers in 1989.

On August 3rd I began a meeting to train five shepherds, David Miller, Gary Fensel and Andrew Martin in Cincinnati, Dr. John Doty from UK and Dr. Paul Joe Wert from IUS, and a participant, Jonas Chen, for the purpose of upgrading their messages. John Seo joined the team in the subsequent week when he came from Korea on the 14th of August to join our ministry. He was the first missionary who was sent from Korea with the direction to join the work in Cincinnati. His key verse was John 14:6. 

On the 23rd of August Dr. Samuel A. Lee gave a farewell message. He spoke on the basis of John 6:27. He moved to Chicago with his family after 7 years of staying in Cincinnati to raise Heather Janis, who is in Korea, and Nathan Walker, who is in Chicago.

I found around this time that God had formed a mustard seed fellowship through the fruitful labor of many coworkers, especially Missionary Esther Fensel. They were Jonas Chen, Andre Atkinson, Robert Hisle, Jinhee Suh and John Seo. Mary Seo soon joined the fellowship. I encouraged them to memorize Romans chapters 1-8, one chapter a week.

On September 27th we had a staff meeting in Washington. On the 5th of October I found my father sitting dead on the chair in the dining room of my house. On the 29th of the same month Andrew Martin failed his board exam. On the first day of November we had a Senior staff meeting in Chicago. Mary Jisun Seo came from Korea to join her husband John Seo and work in the Cincinnati ministry. Her key verse was Romans 1:17. 

We finished the study of Luke’s gospel on the 17th of November. David Miller was responsible for the study and so became Luke’s gospel Bible teacher. He became the first shepherd who finished one book by himself.

In the next four weeks I studied Philippians with the coworkers. I got much help from the study material provided by Missionary David Baik in New York.

Looking back on the year of 2002, three people passed away after they had completed their work on earth, beginning from Missionary Samuel Lee who had run the race to his last day of hard working for the gospel ministry among teenagers and college students in our generation. Dr. Samuel A. Lee and missionary Grace S. Lee moved back to Chicago after they had done their work in Cincinnati. Two missionaries were sent to the Cincinnati ministry directly from Korea for the first time since this ministry was founded in 1980. One Luke’s gospel Bible teacher, David Miller, was born after 22 years since this ministry began. Missionary Hannah Zun started a new life as a 1:1 Bible teacher this year. Missionary Joan Griggs persevered. Petrina Hasinski endured. Andrew Martin became more mature since he failed his board exam. The mustard seed fellowship was born. Missionary Esther Fensel made up her mind to be joyful always and so became fruitful. 

Among my three children Hannah my daughter showed the sign that she accepts the gospel of Jesus Christ. I was convinced through her change that God who established my family by the gospel will succeed in raising my three children in the same grace given to me. I was reminded of the labor of Missionary Joan Griggs, Missionary Grace S. Lee, Shepherd David Miller, and  Missionaries David Baik and Joy Baik, and the care of numerous coworkers, to raise up one young woman in the gospel. Through the reminder I could understand that we are a part of the body of Christ.

In summary, the year of 2002 was the year of completion, fruition and the conclusion of what God had started in 1980, the year of healing, of new birth, of the sign of new beginning. So I suggested to the coworkers in Cincinnati to raise the seed of a fund for the purchase of a prayer house near Harvard. I do not know when or if we can put our feet at Harvard. But I do remember that we were inspired to pray for Harvard when we pray for USA ministry. May God bless the little money we raised in this past Christmas.

II. Romans 15:13, the year of 2003 of our Lord Jesus Christ

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,

so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

St. Paul says in Romans 15:1 and 2 that “we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.” Here the strong are those who endure the life of dying with Christ by the strength that comes from the reminder of the words and deeds of Jesus Christ. The weak are those who take advantage of the struggling person. It never makes sense even to those who endure. But that is the secret that Christ Jesus our Lord has brought to us of how a man can be born into the hope of God. When he took on his body the insults of those who insult God, there came the building up of man, the unity of man with God, and the acceptance by God of man. That was the result of him being crucified and dying in shame and humiliation, under the heap of insults. Thus we know that his truth, which never makes sense to us, makes sense whenever we wake up to God. In Romans 15:9-12 St. Paul teaches us that when Christ the strong bore our weakness on his body and was wasted away and was no more, there came the salvation of all the Gentiles, more than the healing of his close friends. St. Paul calls either Christ or the Father of Christ, the God of hope.

When our minds are cleansed by the gospel we can see through all of the tricks and the foolish schemes of those who take advantage of the gospel. There are two choices for a person who gains insight as such. He can either imitate the Essenes or trust the God of hope, risking the danger of dying with Christ by the hands of the foolish. I am scared to say this, but am compelled to pray: May the God who has given us the gospel of the hope encourage me and our coworkers to trust him this year. He will fill us with all joy and peace. We will overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit from this year on.

