Jesus’ Authority

Mark 11:12-33

Key verse:  11:22 – “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered.

Jesus Clears the Temple (12-19)

1. vs. 12-14.  While on the way back to Jerusalem, what did Jesus see?  What did he do?  Why?  What do you learn about Jesus’ authority concerning the fig tree?

2. vs. 15-19.  When Jesus entered Jerusalem this time, where did he go?  What did he go?  Why was he so furious?  What was God’s purpose for his city and people? (Ex 19:a)  What did Jesus teach about the true meaning of the temple? (17)  How did the religious leaders react to Jesus?  Why were the crowds amazed?  What did Jesus reveal about himself here?

The Withered Fig Tree (20-25)

3. vs. 20, 21.  As Jesus and his disciples walked along, what did Peter notice?  Why was he surprised?  How is this event connected to the cleansing of the temple?

4. vs. 22, 23.  How did Jesus respond?  Why did he command them to have faith in God?  What does it mean to have faith in God?  what did Jesus teach them about faith and the power of prayer?  Why is it important not to have doubt in your heart when you pray?

5. vs. 24.  What is the connection between faith and prayer?  What do you learn from Jesus’ promise, “whatever you as for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours”?

6. vs. 25.  According to Jesus’ words in verse 25, what can hinder prayer?  Why?  What does Jesus say about “standing in prayer”? (25)  How did Jesus relate the forgiving of others to receiving God’s forgiveness?  What do you learn from Jesus about prayer and forgiveness?

The Authority of Jesus Questioned (27-33)

7. vs. 27-33.  What was Jesus doing in the temple courts? (Lk 19:47a)  What did the religious leaders question Jesus’ authority?  What did he ask them?  What did their discussion and answer reveal about those who questioned Jesus?  What did Jesus say?  How is this related to Jesus’ teaching in verse 25 about forgiving others?  What do you learn about Jesus who took the burden of sin from those who wanted to kill him?

