Jesus’ Authority

Mark 11:12-33

Key Verse 11:22

"Have faith in God," Jesus answered.
Last week we read how Jesus healed a blind beggar who somehow was given the spiritual sight to see that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of David. He asked for Jesus’ mercy; he wanted to see. Jesus saw the man’s faith and the man was given a new life. What is this life? To worship God. Jesus, the Son of God came to the world as the Son of Man. The Father gave all authority to him. With this authority, Jesus chose to lead the way to Jerusalem. Jesus chose to die on the cross for sin, that we can be free from death and restored to God. We can worship him and walk with him as he did with Adam in the garden. Jesus came into Jerusalem, fulfilling the word of God. Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s word. 

Jesus had gone directly to the temple when he entered Jerusalem. Just as Jesus would pray each morning to God before continuing with his ministry, Jesus wanted to go to the house of the Lord to be where his Father dwelled. But the day was late so he went back into Bethany. When he returned, Jesus would reveal his authority over those who claimed to worship God, but were in fact godless. 

I. Jesus Clears the Temple

The next day, Jesus and his disciples left Bethany. They must have left very early because Jesus did not get a chance to eat breakfast. But on the way, he saw a fig tree in the distance. Because he was hungry, he went to find out if it had any fruit. 13 When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs.” Jesus knew it wasn’t the right time of year for figs, but he was hoping there would be some fruit there to eat. Then the disciples heard Jesus say, 14 "May no one ever eat fruit from you again." This seems a bit harsh. The tree wasn’t naturally supposed to be producing fruit at this time of year. But Jesus, the Son of Man, had in mind the people of that time (and now) who were expected to bear fruit to God but did not. The cursing of the fig tree was an example of the authority of Jesus, to judge the bearing of fruit. We see Jesus’ authority here to speak to the tree. We can also see how this relates to the fruitlessness of those who claimed to be worshiping God in the temple. The priests were supposed to be life giving, but while they looked pious on the outside, they did not produce any fruit. The worship of God was only possible when God accepted the sacrifices of the people to atone for their sin. It was by God’s mercy they could worship him. But the people stopped depending on God and tried to follow the religion to be saved.  
 Back on their way, Jesus again went straight to the temple when they entered Jerusalem. “15Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, 16and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts.” This was why Jesus came to the world. To restore the true worship of God. While these actions seem harsh, just like the cursing of the fruitless fig tree, there was more at stake here. He was cleansing them of the sin of turning from God. 
 17And as he taught them, he said, "Is it not written: " 'My house will be called  a house of prayer for all nations'? According to Exodus 19:6a God called Israel to be for him, “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” In Isaiah 56:7, God said to his people, 7” these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations." Jesus continued,” But you have made it 'a den of robbers.' " These words are quoted from the time Israel was worshiping idols but then came to worship God at the temple. The Lord said through his prophet Jeremiah 7:1111 Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares the LORD. Israel was blessed out of all nations to be able to worship God. They were called to pray for all the nations, that they might come to God and worship him. Jesus told the people they had made the temple a den of robbers because they corrupted it. It was no longer where they worshiped God. They were offering sacrifices to God, but forgot what they sacrifices were for and they left out God, who judged whether the offerings were acceptable or not.   
18The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard what Jesus said and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.” The priests and teachers of the law did not see Jesus’ authority to cleanse them of their sin. They probably didn’t think they were sinning at all. Jesus took the burden of their sin to the cross. It was only when they accepted Jesus’ atoning sacrifice could they be restored to the true worship of God. Though the teachers of the law and priests had plans for Jesus, they were fearful because the crowds were amazed at Jesus’ teaching. They had the same response to Jesus’ teaching when he began his ministry. Mark 1:27”The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching—and with authority!” 

Jesus and his disciples stayed until evening and they left the city. Maybe because of the crowds who came for the Passover, Jesus and his disciples could not find a place to stay in Jerusalem. So they left, maybe going back to Bethany for another night. 
II. The Withered Fig Tree

 The next morning, they were on their way to Jerusalem again. 20”As they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21Peter remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!" Peter remembered what Jesus had said the day before even with all the excitement concerning the clearing of the temple. The fig tree had withered in one day, all the way to the roots. Jesus’ authority is revealed here in the power of his word. Jesus’ word was a matter of life or death for the tree and for all creation. But Jesus didn’t turn his disciples’ attention to fate of those who are fruitless. No, he said, 22"Have faith in God," 23"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.” Faith in God is our link to life in this world because apart from God, there is no life. The power of death in this world is evident everywhere we look. But Jesus reveals, in the presence of the dead tree, the power of faith. What is faith? Faith isn’t something we can see or hear. But whether we understand it or not, we can know that faith is the power of God. Faith is what enables us, who are under the power of sin and death, to be awakened to the power of God, who gives life to the dead. Jesus did not raise this fig tree to life before Peter’s eyes. Instead he just commanded him to have faith in God. Jesus taught Peter to believe God in the very presence of the withered and dead fig tree. Here the withered fig tree itself becomes a testimony to the power and authority of Jesus’ word. When we see the withered fig tree we shouldn’t see only the power of death in this world. By faith we can see God, who brings life to this fruitless world through his son Jesus. 

How do we live by faith? Jesus continued, 24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” Jesus taught Peter and his disciples to pray. Prayer is the expression of faith for those in this world, which is under the power of sin and death. Jesus’ words are a promise that when we pray and believe we have already received it, it will be ours. This is a fantastic promise given to those who have faith in God. It reveals God’s power over all creation. We should pray believing that we already have what we ask until is becomes real in our minds. Because if we ask expecting a refusal, we actually doubt whether God can do it. We doubt God. Believing what we ask is acknowledging God’s power to do all things, including move a mountain. 
Jesus added, 25And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins." Part of praying is coming to God to have our hearts cleansed. If we remember that it is only the forgiveness of our sin that even enables us to pray before God, we can dwell this grace of God, not holding anything against anyone. Jesus took sin seriously. He alone bore the problem of sin, which separates us from the worship of God and life. Jesus taught his disciples to join him in the life of prayer. Through prayer we who are withered by the power of sin, may dwell in the great power of God, who provided forgiveness of sin through the death of the Son of Man. Jesus went to Jerusalem and submitted to the those shouting “Crucify him!” so that he might be the source of forgiveness and life for all men.

 Through prayer, we can learn to practice the forgiveness of sin and join in the very work of the Son of Man. Jesus teaches us who are overcome with sin to come to the Father with faith in the forgiveness of sins. It seems impossible, like moving a mountain. But Jesus entered Jerusalem as the Son of God. Jesus came as the Son of Man, to bear the curse of sin in himself, to die on the cross for our sins. In this way he brought the truth of the forgiveness of sins and life in God to us. When we forgive someone else, we are bearing his or her sin along with our own and coming to God in the prayer of forgiveness. Jesus displays the truth of forgiving others as he speaks to the religious leaders next. 
III. The Authority of Jesus Questioned

Again Jesus and his disciples came into Jerusalem. Jesus came to the temple to teach, as he did throughout his ministry in the synagogues of the towns. 27 while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28"By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you authority to do this?" Jesus had cleared the temple and was now teaching in the temple courts. But the religious leaders wanted to know what right he had to do such things. Who was he, that he could disrupt the very temple of God? According to what we read in verse 18, they were looking for a way to kill him, and this was the way they planned on doing it. 

 29Jesus replied, "I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 30John's baptism—was it from heaven, or from men? Tell me!" 31They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Then why didn't you believe him?' 32But if we say, 'From men'...." (They feared the people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.)” Obviously, what Jesus did was enough evidence to show that he was sent by God. No man could do what Jesus did unless God was with him. But the religious leaders didn’t want to admit Jesus had any authority because they wanted to kill him. They were angry at Jesus. Deep down, they knew they were no longer worshiping God in their religious practices, but they were upset that Jesus exposed their sin. 33So they answered Jesus, "We don't know."   Jesus said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things." By saying they didn’t know, they were actually refusing to answer Jesus. Jesus did need to prove himself to their stubborn hearts. Jesus revealed God, whose authority he received as the Son of God. The priests weren’t seeking God in this matter, they were seeking how they could look religious. They thought this was how they would worship God. Jesus bore their sin. Jesus allowed himself to be put into the hands of those who wanted to kill him. This was how he forgave their sin. Instead of crushing them for their sin, he bore it on the cross. There was a conflict here, but Jesus did not get in an argument with them. He forgave them. This seems hard to do. If I get in an argument against someone who wronged me, I don’t want to forgive that person, I want him or her to apologize to me. But this is not what Jesus, who has all authority, did. He remained silent and went to the cross. We are called to be priests like Jesus our High Priest, bearing others sin before God in the prayer of forgiveness. 

Jesus the Son of God came to Jerusalem to die as the Son of Man. He came to forgive sin, that we could be restored to life, to the worship of God. He would do this by suffering on the cross, bearing our sins to death. Through giving up his life, Jesus gives life to all sinners. This Christian life isn’t for us just to enjoy, remaining in ourselves. We are created for the very purpose of worshiping God, which is reconciling the relationship between mankind and God. This is why Jesus taught the importance of prayer to his disciples. We are easily lost in our own religion and become devoid of God. Through prayers of faith, we can seek God and know his hope for us to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, that all creation can have life and be restored to God who loves us. 

May we be awakened to Jesus, whose authority is to give life and restore us as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation before God. Amen. 

