Welcome the Lord Jesus

Mark 9:33-10:16

Key verse:  9:37 – “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

1. What question did Jesus ask his disciples in Capernaum?  How did the disciples respond?  What does their reluctance to answer reveal?  What do you learn from their argument in light of Jesus’ teaching in 9:31?

2. What did Jesus do with his disciples who refused to answer him? (35)  What do you learn here?  What does it mean to be “the very last” and ‘the servant of all?”  What did Jesus do next? (36, 37)  What does Jesus’ example teach about welcoming others?  About welcoming Jesus?  How is this an example of being a servant of all?  How can Jesus’ teaching and example in verses 35-37 be the answer for the disciples who argued about who was the greatest?

3. With what issue did John approach Jesus?  What could it have meant to be “one of us”?  What did Jesus say in reply?  What did Jesus accept the man as “for us” (39, 40)?  What do you learn about doing things in Jesus’ name?  How would Jesus accept all who belong to him?  How is being “one of us” different from belonging to Christ? (cf. 9:31)
4. What did Jesus teach about the truth of sin n verse 42?  How does this relate to John’s comment in verse 38?  What do you learn in verses 43-48 about the seriousness of sin?  About its consequences?  What do these verses teach about God and his kingdom?  What do you learn about Jesus who took the matter of sin with such great importance?  What could it mean to be salted with fire?  What is the truth of salt?  How are Jesus’ people to have salt in themselves?

5. Where did Jesus go next?  Who came to him there, and what did he do there? (10:1b)  Why did some Pharisees come?  What was their question?  How was their question a test?  How did Jesus reply?  Why might Jesus have referred to Moses?  Why might he have answered their question with a question?  How did the Pharisees respond? (Dt 24:1-4)  According to Jesus, why did Moses write this law?  What do you learn from the fact that there were hard hearts among the community of God’s people Israel at Moses’ time?  In Jesus’ time?  What does Jesus’ teaching in verses 6-9 reveal about God’s view of marriage?  What is the truth of divorce from this perspective?
6. What did the disciples ask Jesus privately?  What does this show about them?  How did Jesus answer them?  How could he say that divorce was a sin, and a violation of the law of Moses?  What do Jesus’ words in 10:1-12 reveal about God, about his word and about Jesus?

7. How did the disciples respond when people brought their little children to receive Jesus’ blessing?  How did Jesus respond when he saw this?  What do you learn from the fact that Jesus was indignant? (cf. 9:39, 42)  What did he tell his disciples?  What do you learn here about receiving the kingdom of God?  About receiving Jesus’ blessing?
