WELCOME THE LORD JESUS

Mark 9:33-10:16

Key verse: 9:37

 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”
Heavenly Father, help me to come to know Jesus. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

After he was transfigured before Peter, James and John on the holy mountain, Jesus came down from the mountain to meet a desperate man, whose son had been possessed by an evil spirit. The man asked Jesus, “…if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” To this request, Jesus said to the man, “ ‘If you can’? Everything is possible for him who believes.” These words of Jesus brought the man to the exclamation, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” Jesus came to restore the unbelieving generation by bearing their sin of unbelief in his body on the cross and by rising from the dead with power. The man’s ironic exclamation, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” was based on the glimpse of the salvation he saw, which only comes from the Lord Jesus. After Jesus showed his glorious figure with the dazzling white clothes to his three disciples on the mountain, Jesus was heading to the cross in Jerusalem so that Jesus the Son of Man might be fully revealed as Jesus the Son of God. After all, he was the one who would indeed make everything possible, even the forgiveness of sin, by dying on the cross as the sinless one. 
Jesus was on the way to the cross. In today’s passage, Jesus teaches his disciples through a couple of events. Although all these events seem to be different, they all testify to the person Jesus. Jesus constantly taught his disciples about himself on the way to the cross. I may listen to his word in this passage and learn the beauty and glory of the Lord Jesus, whose name brings the true salvation to each of us and to the whole world. 

Vs. 33-34 say, “They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.” From the previous occasion of the healing of the boy with an evil spirit, they should have learned that arguing without Jesus is not so productive. But here they were arguing again, this time not even with other people but with themselves. Jesus asked them the same question as he had asked before, the question what they were arguing about. This time, too, the disciples were silent at this question of Jesus. Mark says that it was “because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.” He means that they knew that arguing on who was the greatest was not something to boast about, especially to Jesus. It is very interesting that at the moment they were arguing about that topic they were shameless about it but now they couldn’t answer Jesus’ question about it. Although Jesus was their gentle shepherd, he was the one with authority. When they were confronted with what they had been doing before Jesus, they became conscious of what they had done. Even though they didn’t fully know Jesus, they somehow knew that he was the Holy One, the one who does not compromise with sin and even judges sin. Therefore this is a very interesting reflection of Jesus who is with us, very gently but with authority. 

Then what did Jesus say to them? Vs. 35-37 say, “Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.” He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”” Surprisingly, by these words, Jesus revealed himself to his disciples who were now being conscious about their wrong. How can these words be the revelation of Jesus? First of all, instead of rebuking them, Jesus “sat down”, “called the Twelve” and began to teach them about the truth of the Son of Man, who came to be the very last and the servant of all. Later in Mark 10:45 he would tell them, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many (10:45).” To the disciples who were arguing about an extremely earthly matter, Jesus was speaking the heavenly language, the gospel of Jesus. It was the Son of Man who came to be the Servant who was talking to the disciples. How can one be first by being “the very last” and “the servant of all”? This does not seem to make sense, but if one fixes his eyes on Jesus, he will know that this truth is the truth of the gospel, as he taught in 8:34: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 

To help the disciples to understand better, Jesus took a little child and had him stand among them. Then he took him in his arms and said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” After teaching them about being first by being the very last and the servant of all, Jesus taught them the truth of “welcoming”. Nobody welcomed Jesus when he came, as John 1:10-11 say: “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.” It was Jesus who welcomed the unbelieving generation, who was helpless like a little child before the power of sin and death, by dying on the cross, by becoming helpless like one of us. This was the truth Jesus was teaching his disciples, to welcome the most helpless ones in Jesus’ name as servants of all, so that they might welcome Jesus and the one who sent him.  

It was then when John talked to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” I don’t know why at this point he told this to Jesus. But he told Jesus this because he thought this was at least something he could tell Jesus about, unlike the disciples’ argument on who was the greatest. John’s main point was that the man driving out demons in Jesus’ name was not one of them. His words, “because he was not one of us,” imply his strong sense of community, being one of Jesus’ disciples. But this exposed his fundamental illusion about Jesus’ ministry. Vs. 39-41 say, “ “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “No one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us. I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.” Jesus was teaching John that it was not Jesus who belonged to his disciples but it was “whoever is not against us” who belongs to Christ. It was one of the rare occasions that Jesus used the word, “Christ”, indicating himself. John loved Jesus, but in his own way. He was proud of himself being Jesus’ disciple, but he didn’t know Jesus the Christ, to whom everyone who welcomes him belongs. Through this occasion also, Jesus was testifying the gospel, the heavenly language. The reality is that in the world it is hard to find anyone who is not against Christ. It was not the welcoming world but the world that was against him that crucified the Lord. Apostle Paul said in Romans 5:6-8, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Very ironically, through the very death on the cross that was caused by the hostility of the whole world, the whole world was reconciled to God and, therefore, the whole world turned to be God’s own. The whole world belongs to Christ. The Twelve were very special, but special in that on them the foundation of the gospel was laid, the gospel that is “the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes (Romans 1:16)”. They had been called so that they might belong to Jesus the Christ and be representatives of Christ, welcoming all who would come to Jesus’ name. 

Jesus continued to teach his disciples. In vs. 42-50, Jesus taught them about the issue of sin. Jesus said, “And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck.” He also said that one should cut off any part of his body that causes him to sin, because it is better for him to enter life, missing a part of his body, than to go to hell with the whole body. While Jesus told them that anyone who welcomes a little child in his name welcomes him and the one who sent him, now he was teaching his disciples that causing a little child to sin is worse than “to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck.” Sin is so vicious that if even one part of my body sins, my whole body will be thrown into hell, where “there worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.” In fact, if I cut off all the parts of my body that sin, there won’t be much left, or there won’t be any. Then, what should I do? While it is so hard to reconcile this section of the passage to the other teachings of Jesus in the same passage, this teaching about sin is the essence of the gospel of Jesus the Christ. The truth is that we all were destined to go to hell, where “their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched”, period. As we learn in Romans 5, when sin crept into the world through Adam’s one sin, death spread to the whole world. That was the consequence of one sin. If one causes an innocent little child to sin, it is worse than a murder, because that will lead the little one, who belongs to the Creator, to the eternal punishment. But then, Jesus said in vs. 49-50, “Everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” According to the previous verses, we have lost the “salt”, whatever Jesus meant by it, because of our sins. But, for this reason, the words, “Everyone will be salted with fire”, are very powerful. “Fire” implies purification. When Jesus was punished for our sins on the cross, once for all, his blood purified us from our sins to the eternity. The punishment on his body on the cross was the purifying fire on us, on each part of our bodies. Jesus knew this on the way to the cross. Before he departed, he truly wanted his disciples to have this truth, the truth of the gospel. He wanted them to know that Jesus truly is the Christ, to whom everyone belongs, everyone who gives you a cup of water “in his name” because you belong to Christ. That is why he said, “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” Once the gospel is preached to one person, that becomes the eternal truth for that person. That is why I must be careful not to lose my saltiness, because if I lose my saltiness given by Jesus Christ, nothing can make me salty again. This is a fearful truth. 

Now Jesus moved to the region of Judea across the Jordan. Crowds of people came to him, and he taught them, as was his custom. Jesus constantly taught on the way to the cross. Then some Pharisees came to test him. They asked him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” Obviously Jesus knew they were testing him. But Jesus neither ignored them nor kicked them out. Instead, he replied, “What did Moses command you?” They said to Jesus, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” Moses was a very familiar name to them. So they could answer Jesus’ question right away. Jesus knew what they had in their minds. They used God’s law in order to justify their divorce. They only wanted to test Jesus because they despised him in their hearts, but Jesus exposed their sin of the contempt toward God and his law. Their focus was the permission, not the one who had given them the law so that they might fear the Lord. So, vs. 5-8 say, “ “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one.”” Just like what he had just taught to his disciples in chapter 9:33-50, he was speaking of the things of God to them, who only had the things of men. Jesus was teaching them the beautiful truth of being united. People get married for many different reasons. Sometimes they get married because they are attracted to each other; sometimes they need more stability, a close friend, money, sometimes children, just marriage itself, or still other reasons. But Jesus went all the way back to the beginning of creation. It was God who “made them male and female”. He said that this is why one gets married and is united with his/her spouse, and “the two will become one flesh”. “So they are no longer two, but one (8).” The essence of the truth of a man and a woman becoming one in marriage is the truth of God the Creator, who created the world to be its Master and for the world to be his own. Even when his creation divorced itself from God by sinning against him, the Creator restored the relationship by sending the Son of Man to the world as a carpenter’s son. Through the generation’s very attempt to divorce by nailing the Son to the cross, he brought the eternal marriage between the Creator and the creation. Therefore, a marriage is not between two people but is between the couple and the Creator as they fully commit themselves to the Creator who is the beginning and is sovereign over the family and over the whole creation, as testified in the gospel. This is why marriage is holy and is something that man cannot separate, as Jesus concludes in v. 9: “Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.” If we look at vs. 10-12, this truth is as clear as the truth of sin he taught in vs. 42-50. “When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”

Look at vs. 13-16. “People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.” In this last part of the passage, Jesus also taught his disciples the same truth about the gospel. The disciples rebuked those who were bringing little children to Jesus because for some reason they thought it was not appropriate. They meant to honor Jesus but they were dishonoring Jesus by limiting him in their own concept about him. Jesus truly did not like this to the point that he was indignant. Jesus loved the little children who came to simply be blessed by him. The kingdom of God belongs to those who come to Jesus without any calculation, those who come to Jesus simply because of the beauty they see in him, those who want to be with the person Jesus, who became the very last and the servant of all. I mentioned true salvation that is in Christ Jesus at the beginning of this message. Here I see that is being one with Jesus in mind, heart and soul. That means to live as a steward of the whole world. It still sounds vague. I learn through this passage that when I welcome a little child in Jesus’ name that is how I live as a steward of his world. And that is how I enter the true salvation. That is union with God. Since that is not easy for a natural person, we should strive toward the hope with all our strength. I called missionary Sam yesterday and asked if I should talk with shepherd Justin because all three girls including myself in our living together group felt that he does not respect us. Missionary Sam rebuked me for being petty. Now I see why I was rebuked. Jesus reconciled me with God who is the Creator and the Master of the whole creation that I may live as a steward of whole creation, as a high priest on behalf of them and on behalf of God to them. Yet I was arguing in myself whether shepherd Justin respected me or not. I am ashamed of the pettiness and repent of it. I really do. May the Lord create 120 who find the beauty of the humble Lord Jesus and come to him to be blessed by him. Amen. 

