He was Transfigured
Mark 9:2-13
Key verse:  2b – There he was transfigured before them
The passage begins with the timeframe of “After six days”.  This was six days after Jesus asked his disciples who he is.  In response, Peter confessed that he is the Christ.  Jesus then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, must be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and the teachers of the law, must be killed, and after three days rise again.  It was the time for Jesus to begin teaching his disciples the truth of the Son of Man.  From there, he set out for Jerusalem.  Six days then passed without a record of what happened during that period.  It was the time of Jesus’ Passion.  It was the time for the truth of the Son of Man to be revealed.
Now, “2After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.”  Why did Jesus transfigure himself before his disciples?  Jesus made sure that high up in the mountain no crowd could follow him.  No one knew where he was.  He only allowed Peter, James, and John to see him.  When Jesus was transfigured, his clothes became dazzling white.  Mark’s comment that Jesus’ clothes were whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them testifies that Jesus’ transfiguration was not of this world.  He is not of earthly origin.  Jesus revealed his heavenly self to them.  Later, Peter wrote in his letter that he personally witnessed Jesus’ majesty who received glory and honor from the Father.  Peter confessed that he saw the Majestic Glory.  John himself wrote that he has seen Jesus’ glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father.  They both saw God The Glory face to face.  This vision of God would change their lives forever.

However, Jesus specifically revealed his transfiguration to his disciples only after he began to teach them the truth of the Son of Man.  When they descended the mountain, Jesus immediately returned to that teaching.  He asked his disciples why is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected.  Jesus was teaching them here that the truth of the Son of Man is as glorious and as majestic as his transfiguration.  They are one and the same.  Jesus did not transfigure himself again and again later on but he did teach the disciples the truth of the Son of Man continually.  The Glory and the Majesty of the Son is given to them and to us as the Son of Man who must suffer and be rejected.  Jesus the transfigured is not a different Jesus.  He is the Jesus who was crucified on the cross.  Jesus on the cross is the vision of God given to the whole world.  It is the Transfiguration – God the Son is the Lamb of God who was slain.  This is the beautiful transfiguration given to us.  This can only be the vision from God.  The Glory and Majesty of God is revealed there.  When we see Jesus on the cross, we too have seen God the Glory.  This Jesus has captured the hearts and souls of millions.  This Jesus has created and given life to the same people and continues to this day.  The gospel of God is founded on Jesus, the Son of Man, who suffered, was rejected, and killed.  Peter, James, and John were the only three who saw Jesus transfigured, who saw that he was dazzling white.  Yet, that vision was not complete until Jesus rose from the dead.  Otherwise, their testimony could only be that Jesus’ clothes became whiter than anyone could bleach them.  It would be like the fireworks on the fourth of July to them.  But later, when Jesus rose from the dead, they realized that what they saw high up on the mountain is actually the vision of the Glory and the Majesty, the Majestic Glory, that they saw God himself.  Thank God who gave us the vision of the Son of Man who must suffer, who must be rejected, and who must be killed.  Thank God who revealed the Glory, the Glory of the One and Only to us.  May Jesus who was crucified, who is the Lamb of God, be the vision of many, even 120 families devoted to the teaching of this gospel of God.  Amen.
So what was the disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ transfiguration?  “5Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." 6(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)”  What Peter said to Jesus reveals that he had no idea what was happening at this time.  He was frightened by the very sight of Jesus’ transfiguration.  This Jesus is not the Jesus Peter thought he knew.  The appearance of Moses and Elijah didn’t help either.  James and John were in the same situation as Peter.  All that the disciple could do was offer to set up shelters for them while James and John were absolutely speechless.  What happened next while the three disciples remained frightened?  It was the time for the word of God to come to them.  “7Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!"”  There were many things the Heavenly Father could have said to the disciples but this is his one word to them.  It is the very testimony of God the Son from the Father.  The Father loves the Son.  They are One.  What should the disciples do?  They should listen to Jesus.  That is what the Father desires.  That is why the Father sent the Son to the world.  Listening to Jesus is their repentance before God, is their new life in God.  That is their coming to God each time.  What happens when they listen to Jesus?  They hear the very words and voice of God.  Their hearts are awakened to God who is near.  When they hear Jesus, they witness the very Word and Life which no mortal possesses.  When they listen to Jesus, they begin to learn the truth of the Son of Man.  They have in mind the things of God.  They too have in mind the truth of the Son of Man who must suffer, must be rejected, and killed.  Jesus’ truth became their truth.  Amen.
According to verses 8 through 10, “8Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.  9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what "rising from the dead" meant.”  As quickly as Jesus was transfigured before the disciples as quickly as the scene went back to what it was.  Moses and Elijah were no longer there.  The only person who remained is Jesus in his human form.  With or without these great men of the Old Testament, Jesus is the center and foundation of the disciples.  He remains.  Even without the dazzling white clothes, he is the One to whom they should listen.  He is the Jesus who first called and met them.  He is the Jesus who taught them and bore their ignorance.  He is the Jesus whom the Father offered for the sin of the world.  He is the same Jesus now who led them down the mountain and is heading to Jerusalem.  It is the Son of Man who remained with them.  Why did Jesus order Peter, James and John to not tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man rose from the dead?  It was not the time for them to reveal who Jesus is.  The three disciples didn’t know what Jesus meant by rising from the dead.  At this point, they had no idea what Jesus’ transfiguration meant either other than being frightened.  If they were to tell others what they saw now, it would be a lifeless testimony.  People would be amazed at what they heard.  There would be a great commotion among the crowds.  Yet, there would be no life, no vision.  Jesus’ transfiguration would be known as his greatest miraculous work.  However, God would be missing.  Everything hinged on Jesus’ arrest, crucifixion, death, and resurrection.  Only then did the disciples’ sight become vision.  Only then could Peter, James, and John be awakened to the reality that they have seen the Majestic Glory on that most holy of mountains.  After that, their testimonies created and gave life to generations of believers and still do to this day.  Amen.
What did seeing Jesus, Moses and Elijah trigger in the disciples?  “11And they asked him, "Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?"  12Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things. Why then is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected? 13But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him everything they wished, just as it is written about him."  The disciples were reminded of what the teachers of the law said, that Elijah must come first.  They asked Jesus why.  According to Jesus’ reply, the appearance of Elijah and Moses on the mountain can now be seen as the testimony of the fulfillment of the Scriptures.  Jesus emphasized and is very serious about “as it is written”.  Both Moses and Elijah testified to the day of the Messiah.  Their testimonies are part of the Scriptures.  Their own lives were formed in the image of the Messiah.  They both longed for that day when he would come.  Now, that day has come “just as it is written”.  The vision of Jesus speaking with Moses and Elijah is the fulfillment of all Scripture.  Amen.  In the line of Elijah, John the Baptist came preparing the way for Jesus.  The people have done to John everything they wished.  Yet, what they’ve done is the fulfillment of the Scriptures.  What they’ve done is the sign of God completing his work.  Now, the same fulfillment of God would come to the Son of Man.  He must suffer much and be rejected just as it is written about him.  Jesus shared this grand vision of God with his disciples here – it was not just another reminder of his teaching.  At the heart, at the core of all these things, the transfiguration, the appearance of Elijah and Moses, the reference to John the Baptist, is the Son of Man who must suffer much, be rejected, and killed.  On the third day, he would rise again.  How beautiful is God’s vision!  Amen!  This the everlasting truth for all people.  May we have the same vision John received in Revelations – 9After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10And they cried out in a loud voice:  "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." (7:9, 10)  They held harps given them by God 3and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb:  "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty.  Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.  4Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name?  For you alone are holy.  All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." (15:2b-4)  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. (19:7)  This grand vision is what Jesus saw as he revealed his transfigured self to Peter, James, and John.  This is the grand vision he saw as he spoke plainly about the truth of the Son of Man who must suffer, must be rejected, killed, and rise on the third day.  May God create this vision in the hearts of 120 families offered to the Lamb.  Amen.
Let’s pray.

