THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS

Mark 9:2-13

Key Verse: 9:2 

“After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John

with him and led them up a high mountain, where

they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them.”

Peter had recently confessed that Jesus is the Christ and then rebuked Jesus for speaking of the suffering and death of the Son of Man. In that moment, Peter rejected the truth, but Jesus continued to teach him and all the disciples that was why he was there, to die on the cross. But this truth wasn’t told so that Jesus would receive pity. He showed his disciples that his glory as the Son of Man included his death on the cross as the Son of God.

I. “This is my Son; listen to him” (2-8)

Six days after Peter’s confession and rejection, Jesus did something very unusual. Normally, Jesus would go to a mountain to pray by himself. But this time he brought only three of his disciples with him. For some reason, only Peter, James and John were chosen for this field trip. Maybe these three were the only ones who were ready for what happened next. Either way, Jesus specifically chose them to come with him to a high mountain. He led them the whole way. Did the disciples have no sense of direction? Well, maybe, but through the leading of Jesus, we can see that the disciples who weren’t sure what Jesus had planned still allowed themselves to be led by Jesus. They trusted him as their shepherd. It is only when they submitted to Jesus that the disciples could be witnesses to Jesus’ transfiguration. It is significant that the author wrote that Jesus and his disciples were all alone on the high mountain. Jesus wasn’t putting on a show for everyone. He was revealing his glory personally, for the three disciples and no one else. 
After a lot of climbing they finally reached the top of the mountain and the disciples were probably ready to join Jesus in prayer. Suddenly something very unexpected happened. Jesus was transfigured before them. What does it mean to be “transfigured?” I looked it up and it means to “transform into something more beautiful or elevated.” And if anyone else was curious like me, transform means to “make a thorough or dramatic change in the form, appearance or character.” What was Jesus’ transfiguration like? 3His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. All the author could begin to describe was Jesus’ clothes. And even these couldn’t be described by anything of this world. No human understanding or categorization can explain Jesus in his glory. Peter remembered this indescribable event for the rest of his life. (2Pe 1:16-18) 16We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. This is a stark contrast to what Jesus taught his disciples just six days ago: 31He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. How could this awesome splendor be related in anyway to the suffering and death Jesus said he must undergo? When Peter described the majesty of Jesus on the mountain, he was adamant in explaining he wasn’t making up a clever story. He and James and John were eyewitnesses to the power of Jesus. They knew that Jesus received all honor and glory from God, for Jesus is His one and Only Son. Jesus, Son of God, came humbly as a baby in a manger and then lived a humble life as a carpenter. He wasn’t an attractive person and during his ministry never had a permanent home. But this is part of Jesus’ glory. God chose to dwell with his people, not as a powerful ruler, but a humble man who experienced pain and suffering. Why did Jesus humble himself? Because in his humility he completely depended on God and his will. In his humility he revealed the glory of God who wants to be with His creation. 
When Jesus transfigured, two people appeared with him: Moses and Elijah. At first I thought, “What were they doing there?” Out of all the great servants of God in the Scriptures, these two were the ones who appeared. But then realized I jumped too far ahead. I should wonder, “How are they there?”  Moses and Elijah had been physically dead for a very long time. Yet here they were on the mountaintop with Jesus and his three disciples. Moses and Elijah weren’t ghosts. They were as real as Jesus whom they stood beside. Mark mentions this same truth described by Jesus in 12:26-27 “26Now about the dead rising—have you not read in the book of Moses, in the account of the bush, how God said to him, 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? 27He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. God didn’t say he was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is their God because He is living and so they are too. Moses and Elijah appearing with Jesus still made me wonder why they were there with Jesus. Both were born many years apart but they shared some experiences. Not only did they suffer for the sake of their people, Israel, they also each saw the glory of God. In Exodus Moses said, "Now show me your glory.19 And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion (Ex 33:18-19). 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation” (Ex 34:6-7). What about Elijah? 11 The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by."  Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" (1 Ki 19:11-13). Why is the glory of God related to Jesus’ glory? From John’s gospel we know that Jesus had glory with the Father since before the world began. God’s glory is Jesus’ glory. Why did God show his glory, and Jesus show his glory to his disciples? To answer that we should think practically how were the disciples changed after they saw Jesus transfigured. The crowds never saw Jesus as glorious. The disciples weren’t glorious to others either. So how did the disciples view themselves? They might have swayed back and forth between thinking they were nobodies and crazy, but the memory of Jesus’ glory made the difference in their lives. What was the difference? They could rejoice in their situations of humility and suffering. This is testified to us in the gospel and we experienced it ourselves to some extend. In this world we don’t rejoice because we suffer, we rejoice when we get a good job or win the lottery. So why do we who are the same people who rejoice in these things, rejoice in sufferings? What makes us rejoice in that situation? The disciples received the secret that made them rejoice with transcending joy. Before Jesus’ transfiguration, they couldn’t see the truth of Jesus. As Jesus returned to how he appeared before transfiguring, the disciples saw the truth that Jesus is the man who is the God. From that time on, they saw Jesus who was with them suffering and dying on the cross. This is his glory. Looking at this practically, I saw that I am still self-conscious because I didn’t go to medical school but in that same situation I rejoiced. This is very illogical. I thought I should be suffering because I didn’t meet my expectations or my parents’. But when I see that Jesus the man is Jesus the God, I am grateful for what I am. I am more precious to God than I thought. This is what it is to have joy that transcends. My hope is that my own emotional up and downs can be less like a roller coaster so that this joy remains constant. This is why we pray to teach others. We want to share with others this living hope and joy so they no longer go up and down according to their assumptions, but instead live according to the truth. 
 How did the disciples respond to such a magnificent sight? 5Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." It was surprising to hear Peter call Jesus “Rabbi” after earlier confessing he is the Christ. But Peter didn’t really know what to say. He saw Jesus and his glory and figured there was nowhere else to go from here. Jesus would remain there in his Splendor and Peter decided the most practical thing would be to build shelters. In Peter’s mind, this might have been the end of Jesus’ ministry and he wanted to serve Jesus to the end even if it was staying on a high mountain. Maybe building shelters was Peter’s way to share in the glory of Jesus he saw. But this was not what God wanted Peter to do.
As soon as Peter interrupted with his suggestion, 7 a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!" Jesus was obeying God’s will and timing in the transfiguration. He was revealing the kingdom of God, which is near. Jesus is who he said he is: the Son of Man. He was with them, which means, God’s kingdom was near to them. Actually God was with them! Why did God’s word to Peter mention “listen to [Jesus]”? Was is because Peter talked too much and needed to let Jesus speak? It was a simple command, to listen to Jesus. Why is it so important? In light of Peter’s experience, we can see that only when we listen to Jesus can we be awakened to Jesus’ glory, that the Man is the God. If we do not listen to Jesus the only conclusion we can come up to is building a shelter for him. When we don’t listen in obedience to Jesus, we depend on our own feelings and understandings to serve Jesus and his ministry. We might have good intentions, but instead of dwelling with Jesus, we only look to ourselves though he is standing right before us. After this,  [the disciples] suddenly looked around, and they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. Jesus was all they needed. Not him transfigured, just Jesus and his word. 
II. Jesus teaches of the Son of Man (9-13) 

Jesus gave the three disciples orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. It seems he didn’t want them to tell anyone what they had seen. They didn’t understand. They just questioned what rising form the dead meant. No one else would understand until after Jesus died and was raised on the third day. Jesus mentioned the words, “until the Son of Man [has] risen from the dead.” Why until that time? Because the Son of Man is a man, the risen one is the Lord God. Until Jesus rose from the dead mankind would never know that the man Jesus is God. As we learned from Peter’s example, until a he listened to Jesus’ gospel he could never be awaken to the knowledge that Jesus is God. This truth applies to us as well. In the same way, until one listens to Jesus’ gospel that person can never hear the whispering voice of God. He or she can only hear his of her own voice. Why does this matter? Only the one who listens to Jesus’ gospel will dwell in the kingdom of God. Now what does this mean to us? The experience of the three disciples helps. They would rejoice in the life of following Jesus’ footstep of denying themselves, taking up their cross and following the way of the cross. They were dwelling in the same realm where Moses, Elijah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob live. This is the kingdom of God. However, it wasn’t until the disciples witnessed this part of Jesus’ glory could they share in his glory. So until Jesus went to the cross 10They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what "rising from the dead" meant. Jesus spoke the truth, the word of God even though his disciples didn’t understand right away. But they were obedient because they didn’t tell anyone else. They continued to keep this matter to themselves. They saw in Jesus’ glory that God dwells with them, but they patiently waited for him like Isaiah says in 8:17-18 “17 I will wait for the LORD, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob. I will put my trust in him. 18 Here am I, and the children the LORD has given me. We are signs and symbols in Israel from the LORD Almighty, who dwells on Mount Zion.” In God, they put their trust. 
But the disciples did have one question for Jesus. They asked him, "Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?" They just saw Elijah so maybe this reminded them of the prophecy of him spoken about in the Scripture. Plus God said listen to my Son, so they wanted to know from him the answer to their spiritual question. Maybe they were also confused. If Jesus is the Son of God, why didn’t they see Elijah come before him? Who or what “word of God” should they listen to? 12Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things. Why then is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected? 13But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him everything they wished, just as it is written about him." Why did Jesus answer by referring to the suffering and rejection of the Son of Man? That was the essence of the Word of God. Jesus came to reveal the word in his body, to fulfill God’s promise as was testified in the Scriptures. Jesus taught the truth of the Son of Man right after his transfiguration. Here again is the reminder of God’s command to listen to Jesus. Unless Jesus taught his disciples, these three would dwell in their impressions of the transfigurations. They may create three different versions of religion as strong as Mohamed’s. But those religions would never be that of the kingdom of God. We should listen to Jesus’ teaching newly everyday. That is obedience to God. That is the secret of how we can follow him and dwell in his kingdom today. Then we will learn to rejoice in Jesus, the Son of Man who is the Son of God. They are the same. Jesus is both the Son of Man and the Son of God. This is his glory. Jesus fulfills the word of God.
