THE COMPASSION OF JESUS

Mark 8:1-21

Key Verse: 8:2

*  Jesus Feeds Four Thousand (1-13)

1. v. 1-3.   What were “those days” Mark refers to? (1a) What happened on this occasion? (1b-3) What was the situation of the crowd? Why might the crowd have stayed with Jesus at such a time? What did Jesus do? (2a)

2. v. 2-3.  Who did Jesus have compassion for? How did Jesus see the hungry crowd? What do you learn about the compassion of Jesus? How can feeding others be called compassion? Why did Jesus share his thought with his disciples in such a personal way? What do you learn from the way Jesus involved his disciples in his work?  

3. v. 4-8.  What was the response of the disciples? Is their answer surprising? Why? What reality does the response of the disciples tell us? How did Jesus respond to the disciples’ question? What do you learn from Jesus’ response? How did Jesus feed the crowd? How is this like his previous feeding of the five thousand? (6:38-44) How did Jesus help his disciples’ involvement till the end? What do you learn from that?

4. v. 9-13.  After feeding the four thousand, where did Jesus and his disciples go next? Who came to Jesus and why? What was the underlying purpose in the test of Jesus? (ref. 7:5; 3:6) How did Jesus respond to their demand for a sign? What does the response reveal about Jesus?

*  “Do You Still Not See Or Understand?” (14-21)

5. v. 14-15.  What happened when the disciples hurriedly left Dalmanutha? (14) What did Jesus warn them? What might Jesus have meant by the yeast of the Pharisees? The yeast of Herod? What was it that Jesus was so seriously concerned about? What do you learn about Jesus here?

6. v. 16-21.  What did they do when Jesus warned them, and what was their conclusion? What do you learn from their conclusion? How many questions did Jesus ask his disciples in verses 17-21? Why did Jesus ask so many questions at a time? What was Jesus trying to do by asking them these questions? What do you learn from the repetition? What can we learn in verses 17-21 about Jesus? About his compassion?

