Calling the Twelve to Him
Mark 6:1-30
Key verse:  7Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits.
In the previous passage, Jesus healed a woman who had suffered from bleeding for twelve years.  He also raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead as easily as waking someone up from sleep.  His three disciples and the girl’s parents were all astonished.  Jesus, who allowed an unclean woman to touch him, who agreed to follow Jairus who disrupted his teaching to the crowd, is the Astonishment, the Holy, the Fear.  In contrast though, Jesus went to his hometown in which the people took offense at him.  Why did he do that?  What was in his mind?  May God bless us to be united with Jesus in mind, in heart, and in spirit.  Amen.
According to verses 1 and 2a, “1Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed.”  After Jesus helped Jairus’ daughter, he decided to go to his hometown.  Based on the passage, he was accompanied by his disciples, most likely not just Peter, James and John but all of his disciples.  As he had done in other places, Jesus began to teach in the synagogue on the Sabbath.  The many who heard him were amazed.  And like before, it seemed that Jesus would heal the sick and cast out evil spirits.  Some in the synagogue may even become his followers.  However, what actually followed their amazement?  "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! 3Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him.”  The people acknowledged the wisdom Jesus has and the miracles he did but they thought they knew him.  They refused to see past what they had known about him.  He was the neighborhood boy who grew up to be a carpenter.  They knew his parents, Joseph and Mary, as well as his siblings who lived down the street.  He was supposed to be one of them.  Yet, they now see something in him that they never saw before.  He was not the lowly carpenter they thought he was.  He spoke with authority and wisdom.  He taught as one who knows the word of God.  But they took offense at him because he was not one of them.  This was similar to the reaction Jesus’ mother and siblings had when they came to take charge of him because they thought he was crazy.

Yet, what is the truth Jesus reveals here?  4Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor." 5He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6And he was amazed at their lack of faith.  Why did Jesus go to his hometown when he knew they would take offense at him?  On the surface, this event seemed to cause some setback for Jesus’ ministry.  Here, Jesus came to his own but his own rejected him.  But by his coming, he exposed that they had no faith.  He exposed their truth that they had nothing to do with God even though God was near them, reaching out to them.  If Jesus had stayed away, they would have remained in themselves and in their denial of God.  But now, their rejection of God is exposed when they dishonored Jesus.  They did not even accord him the honor of a prophet though he is far worthier than a prophet.  They could not deny their rejection of the Lord anymore.  And by his coming, Jesus took their rejection upon himself.  From now on, he made himself to be with them, in their offense, in their very rejection of him.  By his coming, he claimed them rightfully as his own, as their prophet without honor, the rejected One.  Amen.  Thank God for Jesus who met and bore the offense as the One without honor.  Praise be to the Lord, the Holy!
What happened after Jesus visited his hometown?  “Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 7Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits.”  I used to think that since Jesus was rejected by the people of his hometown, he had to double his efforts to advance his ministry by teaching in several other villages and by sending out his disciples.  He did so to compensate for the damage done in his hometown.  However, what did Jesus have in mind at this time and when he taught in his hometown?  His previous parables give insight here.  He went from village to village to spread the word of God like a farmer does in his field.  Jesus spread the word in his hometown and he spread the word from village to village.  He saw that the harvest field was ripening.  When the people of his hometown rejected him, he saw God’s harvest field.  He did not see a desert or a barren land because the people took offense.  In the same way, when he went to the Gerasenes only to be met by a demon possessed man, he did not see a Gentile wasteland.  He saw the harvest field of God ripening, beginning with that one man.  Even as the people there asked him to leave, Jesus saw the power and life of God pushing through the ground, first the stalk, then the head, and finally, the full kernel in the head.  As is later revealed in the gospel, Jesus would harvest the entire region of the Decapolis.  In the same way, he would harvest the people of his hometown, even his mother and his siblings.  So why did Jesus send out the Twelve at this time?  He saw that the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  And so, Jesus called the Twelve whom he had earlier designated as Apostles and sent them out.  The Lord of the harvest sent out his workers into his harvest field.  And so, I see in Jesus hope and life.  He was not responding to his hometown through counterattack.  Rather, in the midst of rejection, Jesus had hope.  He had in mind life, the very life God entrusted to him to give to his own.  When Jesus sent out the Twelve into the harvest field, he expected a great harvest of God, that life would fill to the brim, even overflow.  Amen.

According to verses 8 through 11, before he sent them, Jesus prepared his Twelve.  8These were his instructions: "Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. 9Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. 10Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them."  The preparation was very simple.  They were not to take any provisions with them, be it food or money.  They were to go with the clothing they had.  Wherever they went, they were to stay in the house of the one who welcomed them.  They were not to worry about where to sleep or what to eat.  The Lord called them and appointed them as workers worthy of his work.  Therefore, the Lord himself would provide their very need.  That is how Jesus had been living up to this point from the time he began his Galilean ministry.  Now, the disciples themselves would know personally that very truth.  They would witness that the Lord was guiding them every step.  They would also meet the seriousness and reality of their calling and work in the Lord.  If any place they go to did not welcome their message, then they were to shake the dust off their feed when they left as a testimony against the people.  It was not a personal message that they brought to others.  It is the message of the Lord who sent them.  It is the message of life and hope for those who embraced and accepted it.  But for those who reject the truth, they remain as they were in condemnation of themselves.
So what happened when the Twelve went out?  “12They went out and preached that people should repent. 13They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.”  This account of what the Twelve did sounds very familiar.  It is like all the previous accounts of what Jesus himself did.  So, the Twelve went out as representatives of the One who sent them.  Wherever they went, they preached the message of repentance that they may believe the good news Jesus brought.  In the face of evil spirits, they cast them out in the name of Jesus.  They healed the sick with the authority of Jesus.  In all that they did, the Twelve testified to the Lord.  Jesus’ name became even better known throughout all the regions.  Even King Herod began to hear about what Jesus’ disciples were doing.  So, Jesus’ intent is made more clear here.  When he designated the Twelve as apostles, he wanted to be with them.  Yet, he sent them out two by two to other places.  But that was how Jesus was with them.  Now, they would know personally what it is like to walk in Jesus’ footsteps.  Physically, their bodies were exhausted from all the traveling, teaching, healing, and casting out evil spirits.  They stayed late into the night addressing the people as Jesus did.  Their hearts began to know the grief Jesus experienced when God came to his own but his own rejected him.  Their own eyes began to see the hunger and thirst of the people who were like sheep without a shepherd.  Their spirits started to share in Jesus’ compassion for the crowds.  The Twelve personally experienced the power and authority of the Lord when they drove out evil spirits and healed the sick.  They were no longer the ones who stood next to Jesus who did that.  In all these ways, Jesus helped them to be united with him.  Jesus’ words to them did not remain solely in their brains.  Rather, his words actively lived through them in body, mind, heart, and spirit.  Jesus’ hand led them throughout their journey and he guided them to be ever closer to him through every part of them.  They began to appreciate more and more who Jesus is.  They also began to see the same plentiful harvest but where the workers are few.  They, too, started to pray for the Lord to send out his harvest workers into the fields for they are ripe.  Their minds, hearts, and spirits began to dwell on what Jesus dwelled on, that is, the things of God.  Amen.
In verse 30, “30The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught.”  What did Jesus see as the Twelve told him everything that had happened?  He saw the glory of God.  He praised God in his heart and spirit.  He saw the Life given him from the Father flowing through him, now also flowing through his disciples.  He witnessed all that God had done and it was very good.  Amen.  Now, the Twelve themselves saw more clearly the beauty of their message and even more so the beauty of Jesus from whom the message came.  Amen.  Thank God for Jesus who called the Twelve and sent them out.  Thank God for Jesus who is still calling his own to be with them and to send them out in the power and authority of his name.  Thank God for Jesus in whose spirit, mind, and heart we may dwell.  Amen.
Mark could have concluded all that the Twelve did and taught going from verse 13 directly to verse 30.  But he included the record of how John was martyred.  Why did he do so?  King Herod heard what Jesus’ disciples were doing.  He thought that John, the man he had beheaded, was raised from the dead.  How did this come about?  Herod had John arrested because of Herodias.  She had a grudge against John who had said to Herod that it is not lawful for him to marry his brother’s wife.  Herodias wanted to kill him and found the opportune time during Herod’s birthday.  Her daughter danced for him and he was so pleased that he even promised half of his kingdom to her.  After consulting with Herodias, the daughter came back and asked for John’s head.  Herod was greatly distressed but didn’t want to lose face so he gave the orders for John to be executed.  This record concluded with, “29On hearing of this, John's disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.”  Outwardly, John appeared to be a victim of the politically corrupt and his own disciples were helpless to do anything but lay his body in a tomb.  John lost his life because Herod didn’t want to look bad in front of his guests.  He lost his life because he told the truth about Herodias.  Herod himself was like a demon possessed man, knowing that John is a righteous and holy man and yet had him executed.  He was a sin possessed man.

So why did Mark include this section in an otherwise “positive” account of what the Twelve did?  We can begin to know the answer as we look into the mind of Mark who wrote this.  His mind was on Jesus.  The record of John is the great testimony that the life giving work of the Lord did not stop when John was martyred.  Rather, the life giving work became even more far-reaching as Jesus sent out his Twelve.  Jesus’ name became well known everywhere.  The Lord could not be stopped by any ruler.  His Life was continuing.  He offers the suffering and death of his servants for the advancement of his kingdom.  The Lord is still giving life because of John’s preparation.  The kingdom of God is ever expanding.  God is near and he remains near through all that happens, even the death of his messenger.  According to verse 30, “30The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught.”  Amen.  What did Jesus know and see as John was beheaded?  He saw the coming of the kingdom of God.  He saw that the Life couldn’t be stopped but was ever expanding.  He saw the evidence of that in his own disciples as they returned from their journey.  He praised God who is the Life and the Hope.  He knew that nothing in all creation, not even death, can separate us from God and his glory.  Amen.  Thank God for Jesus that we may remain in him, to have his mind, his heart, and his spirit.  Thank God that we may see the beauty Jesus sees.  Amen.

As many of you know, Msn. Rebekah and I have been driving to Miami University each week to study the Bible with Christina and Martin.  As I drive one hour there and one hour back, I wondered what we were doing.  Why did the Lord send us to Miami University when Xavier University is so close by?  We have been praying for Xavier for a long time now.  Why am I studying with someone who said that he is almost an atheist?  Many other thoughts raced through my mind.  Is Daniel OK?  Is Msn. Rebekah OK because she’s so tired from her work?  But by God’s grace, the Lord is helping us as he did with the Twelve.  He is leading us by his hand that we may begin to know him in mind, body, spirit, and heart.  I personally saw that there is a hunger and thirst for the truth in Martin.  He wrestles with God’s word in our one to one Bible study.  He sincerely wants to come next Sunday to meet the people who have been praying for him.  Christina plans to stay in Cincinnati for one week during Christmas break.  She is thankful, as well as her mom, for Msn. Rebekah’s serving.  The Lord is giving Life to these two at Miami.  
In the midst of all these, I realized that the blessing for Msn. Rebekah and me is to be One with the Lord Jesus.  As I wrote this message, I was reminded of Dr. Samuel Yoo’s testimony.  At the very moment when he suffered from his herniated disk, he thought of Jesus who carried the cross.  He is One with Jesus.  Amen.  Msn. Rebekah and I are One with Jesus.  Amen.  The Lord Jesus is continuing his life giving work without boundary in Uganda through Dr. Samuel Yoo and Dr. Luke Lim.  He will continue his life giving work in China, North Korea, and the Muslim nations.  May God bless the medical/dental ministry for his name’s sake.  Help the Mustard Seed Fellowship to share the Bible with many UC students.  Be with Msn. Rebekah and me as we pray for Miami University.  May Christina and Martin be the firstfruits of many to come on that campus.  May God continue to bless our Mark’s gospel study to have Jesus’ heart, mind, and spirit.  Amen.
Let’s pray.

