JUST BELIEVE 

Mark 5:21-43

Key Verse: 5:36 

“Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler,
Don’t be afraid; just believe.” 

In today’s passage we read about what happened after Jesus left the region of the Gerasenes and crossed back over to the other side of the lake.  Mark writes that Jesus landed and a large crowd gathered around him.  This was similar to what happened to Jesus before he left.  Only this time a man in the crowd came to Jesus and begged him to come and heal his daughter.  Jesus agreed and left with the man.  On the way a sick woman touched Jesus and received complete healing from her sickness.  After this Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead.  May the Lord help us to learn more about Jesus through this passage, I pray in Jesus name, Amen.  
I.  Jesus Meets Jairus (5:21-24a) 

      Verse 21 says, “When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake.” Jesus had crossed over to the region of the Gerasenes. There he met a man who was demon possessed. Jesus drove out a legion of demons and healed the man. He made the demon possessed man a testimony to himself and his healing power. It was a glimpse of Jesus who makes a person new.  In this passage we see a similar thing, only its more focused and personal.  Through the examples of Jairus, a synagogue ruler, and a nameless woman who suffered from bleeding we see that Jesus meets people in their desperate situations. Look at verses 22-23. “Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly with him, ‘My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.’” Who was Jairus?  He was a synagogue ruler.  This meant that he was a leader in the religious system of the day. Synagogues were places of worship established when the Jewish people were exiled and dispersed throughout the known world.  This is where the Pharisees and teachers of the law gathered. (3:2,6).  At the same time others could teach in the synagogue, including Jesus. (6:2)  The synagogue ruler was in charge of managing the affairs of the synagogue.  It was a prestigious position, but at the same time a politically delicate one.  It wasn’t easy to maintain such a position of authority and still please such a diverse congregation and group of leaders. Once when Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath the synagogue ruler complained that there were six days when Jesus could heal, so people should come and be healed on those days. So being a synagogue ruler was a valued position, but not an easy one. This was what Jairus was.  

But what did Jairus do? He didn’t act like he was in a superior position over Jesus.  Verse 22 says, “Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly with him.” What does it mean that he fell at Jesus’ feet? And what does it mean the he pleaded earnestly with him?  Obviously this was a desperate situation for Jairus.  There wasn’t any room for Jairus to try and maintain his image as a synagogue ruler.  His world was collapsing from underneath him because his daughter was dying.  So he came to Jesus and laid his own very personal problem at Jesus’ feet, as if it were Jesus’ concern.  He said, “My little daughter is dying.  Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.”  If we think about it Jairus came to Jesus out of a selfish motive.  He didn’t come to hear about the kingdom of God or to follow Jesus as a disciple, he became because one of his family was dying.  But in doing this he submitted to Jesus and let down his defenses.  He completely surrendered to the Lord.  This is what it means to fall at Jesus feet and plead earnestly with him.  Jairus was no longer apart from Jesus. At this moment he was with him, as he pleaded earnestly with him.  This is quite remarkable. What did Jesus have to do with Jairus and his dying daughter? Nothing.  But Jairus brought this matter to Jesus anyway.  It is truly remarkable to see a synagogue ruler—out of all people—as a man in Jesus.  
So what happened after this?  Verse 24a says, “So Jesus went with him.” The word, “so,” tells us that Jesus recognized something remarkable in this man. When Jesus saw a synagogue ruler come, fall at his feet and plead earnestly with him, he went with him.  He went where he saw the truth of the kingdom of God and the love of God blossoming.  Mark paints a beautiful picture.  A picture that portrays the truth of the forgiveness of sins, the inseparable love of Jesus, and the eternal nature of the gospel. “So Jesus went with him.” There was Jesus and “him” forever. The gospel teaches that Jesus is the Son of God. But he came as the Son of Man to bring us the forgiveness of sins and to serve sinners. What does this mean? Look at Jesus who went with Jairus. It’s the personal testimony of the gospel. Jairus had to be obsessed with his little daughter who was dying; but Jesus met him in his desperate situation and went with him.  Here we see the truth of the gospel, of the creation of a new person.        
I.  Jesus Heals a Woman (24b-34) 

      Verse 24b says, “A large crowd followed and pressed around him.” Jesus didn’t heal Jairus at the expense of the crowd. Jesus loved Jairus completely. And he loved the crowd completely. What happened as the large crowd moved toward Jairus’ house? Look at verses 25-26. “And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse.” There was a woman in the crowd who was probably indicative of many. She was there because she had a disease, specifically a problem where she was subject to bleeding. This was not only a physical problem at the time, but a social and religious problem as well. Any woman who had such bleeding was considered unclean as long as she had the problem. (Lev 15:25) This woman had the problem by this time for twelve years already. She had suffered a great deal. She had tried various doctors and had spent every dime in her savings account, but she didn’t get better. In fact with all of her best efforts, instead of getting better, she got worse. After twelve years of trying so many doctors and spending everything, what was the final diagnosis? Hopeless. It was a hopeless situation. Nobody could blame her for thinking that God had even done this to her. And her experiences of failure over the last twelve years could have confirmed it to her. 

What did this “proven hopeless” woman do after hearing about Jesus? Verses 27-28 say, “When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, because she thought, ‘If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.’”  Whats interesting is that unlike Jairus she did not come up to Jesus and earnestly plead with him to heal her.  Instead she snuck in, got what she needed, and slipped away unnoticed.  What is remarkable is that she could have any hope of healing after twelve years of hopelessness. Then to have such an idea that to just touch his clothes would heal her is even more remarkable.  It is hard to say what made her come to this conclusion.  Perhaps she had heard some story about Jesus clothes healing someone.  Or perhaps she had no logical reason.  Like Jairus something was at work in her that made her to come to Jesus in her desperate situation.  What happened? Verse 29 says, “Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.”  In an instant the woman was healed from her bleeding.  But her story does not end here.  Look at verses 30-31. “At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ ‘You see the people crowding against you,’ his disciples answered, ‘and yet you can ask, “Who touched me?”’ But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it.” The woman’s touch was different. Jesus knew that power had gone out from him—healing power. So he persisted in order to find the person who had touched him. He asked, “Who touched my clothes?” He kept looking around. Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. Why was he so persistent? Look at verse 34. “He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.’”  Jesus persisted so that this woman would know that her faith had healed her.  What does it mean that her faith had healed her?  Obviously it was Jesus power that healed her, but there was something at work in her that enabled this to happen.  This is what Jesus called faith.  When the woman put her hope in Jesus and believed that touching his clothes would heal her, the power of God healed her.  If she had snuck away and successfully “stolen” Jesus power then she would never know the truth.  That she had been given something more valuable then her health, she had been given faith.  Thank God for Jesus who so persistently grants us faith. Thank God for Jesus who gives us who are like that eyes to see the love of the eternal God in our sufferings.  
III.  Jesus Raises Jairus’ Daughter (35-43) 

      Verse 35 says, “While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. ‘Your daughter is dead,’ they said. ‘Why bother the teacher any more?’”  It wasn’t long before the reality of this world crept into the scene.  Jairus daughter was dead.  The beautiful union between Jesus and Jairus was still forming.  Jesus was still speaking what amounted to the words of eternal life to a woman when words of death came in there.  They said, “Your daughter is dead. Why bother the teacher anymore?”  The words remind us of the truth of this world.  Everything ends in death. When this end is reached, then coming to Jesus becomes bothering him.  What did Jesus do? Look at verse 36. “Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe.’” Jesus ignored what they said. He did not tell Jairus to ignore what they said. He sheltered Jairus and spoke to him directly.  There was no ignoring what the men said, yet this is exactly what Jesus did.  He ignored what they said—all of it—and told Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” What is it to just believe? What is it to not be afraid?  Jesus was asking Jairus, who surrendered his position as synagogue ruler at Jesus’ feet, who brought his unsolvable problem and his earnest plea to Jesus, who met Jesus there—he is asking Jairus whose daughter is now dead—in that matter to once again offer it, surrender it, place it in submission to Jesus. The words, “Don’t be afraid, just believe,” describe the inseparable love relationship Jesus came to establish with one man Jairus. He is asking Jairus to even put the daughter he loves before Jesus’ feet, even the question of fear and death itself, and dwell in Jesus alone. There are always the words which say, “your daughter is dead, don’t bother the teacher any more.”  But Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” Apart from Jesus we are left with fear and death. In Jesus there is life. To him, all are alive. Jesus came to give life in the dead place, to give us a “just believe” relationship to him. In him God is revealed in the place where death rules. 

      Look at verses 37-40a “He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. He went in and said to them, ‘Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.’” But they laughed at him.” Jesus let only a few of his disciples go with him. When he saw a commotion of people he said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead, but asleep.” To Jesus the child is not dead. Only Jesus can say this, because to him the child is not dead. For as he told the Pharisees in Matthew 22:31-32, “But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?  He is not the God of the dead but of the living.".  It was his truth.  To others it was laughable!  The child was definitely dead. What did Jesus do? Did he teach them that to him the child is living? No. Verse 40b says that he put them all out.  

      Verses 40b-43 say, “After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha koum!’ (which means, ‘Little girl, I say to you, get up!’). Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.” How did Jesus heal the girl? He spoke to her, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!” Jesus is the Lord who gives life, the source of life, the Son of God. But he is the Son of God who says, “Little girl, get up.” How beautiful it is. We must be completely astonished that this is our God. “Little girl, get up.” Jesus gave strict orders to those who witnessed this not to tell anyone about this. Those who laughed at the thought of the girl being alive would never accept Jesus, though he raised a dead girl. Jesus would soon be rejected by his hometown people, then by the people for whom he had performed his many miracles, and ultimately he will be crucified. He gives life to a little girl by his rejection and death. This is the gospel, the truth that is laughable to outsiders, but eternal life to those like Jairus. 

      In this passage, Jesus healed a 12-years proven hopeless woman and told her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well.” He is the Son of God who persistently sought out this woman to claim her as his precious daughter, and who embraced her as his own. He loved one woman. Also, Jesus went with a man named Jairus. Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid, just believe.” And Jesus raised his daughter. He is the Son of God. This world is full of incurable things, of suffering and death, for which a man has no answer.  It is filled with desperate situation after desperate situation.  In this passage we learn that in spite of this, there is God. There is Jesus.  Thank God for Jesus who came to be with a man, who seeks out his own, who guides us to God himself.

