JESUS CALMS THE STORMS 

Mark 4:35-5:20

Key Verse 5:19       

“Jesus did not let him, but said, ‘Go home to your family and tell them 
how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.’” 
In last week’s passage Jesus taught many people about the kingdom of God with parables.  In today’s passage he travels across the sea of Galilee to heal a demon possessed man.  May this same Jesus heal us through his word.  I pray in Jesus name, Amen.  
I.  Jesus Calms a Storm (4:35-41) 
After Jesus finished teaching the crowds in parables he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side."  He was ready to do more work in the region of the Gerasenes.  Mark doesn’t say why, he only says that Jesus and the disciples left right away.  Verse 36 says, “Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him.”  The disciples took Jesus just as he was.  Tired and weary from standing in a boat all day.  Jesus could have taken a moment to rest.  But something compelled him to leave right away.  So he and the disciples and other boats traveled during the evening.  While they crossed Jesus slept on a pillow in the stern of the boat.  After this a furious squall came up and threatened to sink the boat.  We can get a good appreciation for this storm by considering how the disciples responded.
They feared for their lives.  Since they were fisherman, at least Simon, Andrew, James and his brother John, they knew the sea of Galilee and how it was prone to this type of storm.  They could tell that their situation was bad. Even an experienced sailor could do nothing to stop their boat from sinking.  This is a good picture of the world we live in.  There are always storms in our lives which threaten to overwhelm us.  Often they come out of nowhere just like the storm in this passage.  At best we can try to bail out water and hope that we can weather the storm.  But its only a matter of time before it happens all over again.  This is why Jesus response to the storm is puzzling.  What was Jesus doing when the disciples were fearing for their lives?  He was sleeping in the stern on a pillow.  His peaceful rest on a cushion in the storm provides us with a picture of him. We see the Son of God who reveals his peace and perfect faith in God in a violent storm.  Jesus’ sleeping on a cushion shines out against the darkness of fear in his disciples.  Jesus was in the same situation as the disciples but he was not dwelling in the same place.  He was not afraid.  This is puzzling for us who read about this event but for the disciples this was upsetting.  They looked to Jesus for guidance and here they were in a life and death struggle while he was fast asleep.  So they woke him and said, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” The disciples could not think of anything else to do.  They probably thought that he could at least help bail out water. They only saw him as a Teacher who could help them with his human strength.  In their fear they forgot about the things they had seen Jesus do, but at least they turned toward him. 

What happened after this?  Jesus got up and rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”  Verse 39 b says, “Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.”  This is hard to comprehend!  One minute the wind was howling and the sea was swamping the boat and the next minute everything was calm.  Only the disciples’ memories and the condition of the boat told them that there had been a storm.  Jesus saved their lives and gave them a glimpse of his power.  But more then this he called their attention to their real problem, their lack of faith.  After he calmed the storm he asked them, ““Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”  The Bible does not record this as a rebuke. Jesus’ question exposed the truth of the disciples.  They had no faith and because of this fear was in their hearts.  The connection between faith and fear is unclear until we go back and look at what Jesus told the paralytic and his friends in chapter 2.  He said, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  The reason that the disciples were afraid was because of sin.  They did not have a right relationship with God nor did they trust him.  Jesus wanted them to have faith because it would restore their relationship to God.  Faith connects us with the forgiveness of sins and a new life in a trusting Jesus.  Only by having faith in Jesus is it possible to calm the storms of our life       
How did the disciples respond?  Were they happy that Jesus had saved them?  No, they were terrified.  They asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”  The disciples realized they had no idea who Jesus was.  He was not just some teacher who knew about the kingdom of God.  He was not just some prophet who healed the sick.  He was the Son of God who had complete power over this creation.  Jesus was and is above this world and its storms.  He is able to calm the worst of storms.  We should turn to this Jesus and ask for help when we are drowning.  We cannot understand how he calmed the storm but we can have faith in him when we are afraid for our lives.  May God help us to come to Jesus when we caught in the storms of this world, I pray in Jesus name, Amen.  
II.  Jesus Frees a Man Possessed by Evil Spirits (5:1-20) 
 Jesus and his disciples arrived at the eastern side of the lake as they had intended. The area they arrived in was the area of the Gerasenes.  This was Gentile territory as is testified to by the fact that there were many pigs feeding on a nearby hill.  This was a place where Jesus could spend time alone with the disciples without having to worry about large crowds gathering around him.  Yet it seems as if Jesus came to this area to do more then spend time with his disciples.  Verse 5:2 reads, “When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him.”  Perhaps it was a coincidence that Jesus met this man when he and the disciples when arrived from the other side of the lake.  Or perhaps it was intentional on Jesus’ part.  Either way it was important to Jesus that this man be healed from his evil spirits.   What do we know about this man?  From what Mark tells us we know that he was not an ordinary demon possessed man.  Unlike the demon possessed man from chapter 1this man was feared and rejected by his own people.  He could not blend in with those around him.  Because of this they feared and rejected him.  They feared and rejected him so much that they restrained him with chains on his hands and on his feet.  But the man tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet.  He took up residence among the tombs and lived alone. Day and night he cut himself with stones and cried out.  Even though he was strong and free in the sense that he had no one to answer to he was tormented inside.    
Yet out of all the people in the nearby town, it was this man who met Jesus.  Verse 6 says, “When he saw Jesus from a distance he ran and fell on his knees in front of him.” 
What’s strange is that after this man ran to Jesus he shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won’t torture me!”  The Bible says that this man said this because Jesus said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!"  Jesus did not waste time.  He understood this man and knew his problem.  So he told the evil spirit to come out of the man. 
However the man had been possessed for so long, he feared what the evil spirits feared.  So Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”  Jesus reminded him that he was not an evil spirit.  Even though he had lived among the tombs and cut himself he was still human.  Who before Jesus had done this?  The people in the area had tried to restrain the man by chaining him. But Jesus did not bind him. Jesus did not rebuke or condemn him. Jesus asked him, “What is your name?  He established a relationship with the man.  Verse 9b reads, “My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many."  We see in this answer that the man no longer spoke for himself.  The word Legion was the name for the main Roman military unit.  The men in a Legion were the soldiers who were on the front lines.  In this context the word refers to the demons who occupied the man like Roman soldiers occupying enemy territory.  They made it their own and ruled as if they owned it.  They answered for the man and did not want to let him go.  The man begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.  In this begging we can see the power of the evil spirits over the man.   

 Eventually they asked to go into the pigs feeding on the nearby hillside. Jesus granted them permission to do so. What can we learn here? Jesus did not wrestle with what should be done with the evil spirits.  Instead Jesus focused on freeing the man from the evil spirits.  When Jesus gave permission, The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.   Jesus freed the man and enabled him to live a normal life but in the process two thousand pigs were destroyed.  After this happened those who had been taking care of the pigs ran off and told those in the town and countryside what had happened. The pigs were probably an important source of income for the people living in the area. What Jesus did cost someone a lot of money.  So the people came out to see what happened.  When they did so they saw the demon possessed man in his right mind. He was not like they had remembered him. He was no longer breaking chains, crying out, or cutting himself with stones.  He was a living testimony to Jesus and his healing power.  How did the people react?  The people were afraid. The eyewitnesses gave an account of what had happened, both of the demon possessed man and also about the pigs.  Verse seventeen says, “Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region. Despite the testimony they were still in fear. Perhaps they were concerned about their other pigs- what would Jesus do next? 

      So what did Jesus do? He got into his boat as the people asked. He did not stay where he was not welcomed. The man who had been healed of the evil spirits wanted to go along with Jesus. He wanted to physically be with Jesus, his savior. He did not want to be among the people who bound him with chains.  But Jesus told the man, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” We can see two things here. The first is that Jesus did not abandon the people who had rejected him.  He left them with a continual testimony to what the Lord had done. This would later bear fruit. (Mark 7:31). The second thing we can see is that Jesus immediately blessed this man to be one of the first missionaries to the Gentiles.  Verse 20 says, “So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.” The man did not stop at just telling his family. The Decapolis was a name for ten cities founded by the Greeks in the Palestine area. They were Gentiles who were united in their Hellenistic culture and beliefs.  Yet they would become Christian and serve as centers for the early church after they learned about what Jesus had done through this one man.  
      In our passage today we saw Jesus calm the storm, and we saw him drive out powerful evil spirits from a demon possessed man. In both cases Jesus displayed his awesome power, and in both cases the people who witnessed this power become fearful.  However the response of the disciples was different from the Gerasenes in that they remained with Jesus.  They did not ask him to leave them.  This was how they were able to learn from him and grow as disciples.  They might not have know who he was at first but they learned that he is the Son of Man who has power over this creation and everything in it.  That he is more powerful then anyone can imagine.  Powerful enough to save us from a mighty storm and calm the winds and waves.  May Jesus’ presence be with us and cause us to grow to be like him who has a faith in God that is at rest even while the storm keeps raging. May his presence raise us to be his missionaries who are witnesses of God’s mercy to the people who reject him. In Jesus name, Amen.
