Jesus teaches about the kingdom of God
Mark: 3:1 – 4:41

Key Verse:  4:11 

“He told them, ‘The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you.  But to those on the outside everything is said in parables.” 

In last week’s passage Jesus taught and healed many.  He appointed the twelve and taught what it means to be a family.  In today’s passage Jesus teaches the people in parables by the Lake of Galilee.  In these parable Jesus teaches that he is the farmer who sows the seed.  He teaches us that the seed is the word of God and that the people are the soil.  May Jesus plant the word of God in our hearts through this message I pray in Jesus name, Amen.

I.  The Parable of the Sower (1-20) 

Look at verse 1. “Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge.”  Jesus liked to teach by the lake of Galilee.  Mark doesn’t say why this was, but if we imagine the scene then we get some idea.  The lake shore provided a good place for the people to gather and listen to Jesus words.  The water provided a natural barrier between the people and Jesus so that they were forced to listen to him.  And best of all it was free.  It was a great place for Jesus to teach the people.
Verse 2a says. “He taught them many parables.” Why did he teach in parables? From the context of this passage, Jesus taught in parables because of the people in the crowd.  The people were probably from all over and had come for different reasons.  Some wanted to be healed from their disease while others wanted to be freed from evil spirits.  Still others wanted to see something exciting or entertaining.  Only a few came to learn about the kingdom of God.  So Jesus taught in parables.  It is our truth that we want everything but the kingdom of God.  Thankfully Jesus was really serious about the kingdom of God.  When he began his earthly ministry he said, “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.”  This is where we always get lost.  This was why many in the crowd were ignorant of the true meaning of Jesus parables.  Verse 12 says, “so they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!”  Unless a person repents and remembers that the kingdom of God is near he or she will never understand Jesus.  He or she will only get lost in themselves.  This is why Jesus speaks in parables.  It reveals the kingdom of God to those who are ready to repent while it keeps others hard until they are completely ready to come to Jesus and believe the good news.  There is no middle ground.  So the word of Jesus demands our attention.  Especially when he says, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  For those who have ears to hear Jesus teaches the secrets of the kingdom of God as much as he or she can understand.  May God open our ears so that we can learn about his kingdom, I pray in Jesus name, Amen.      

In the first parable Jesus teaches that farmer scatter the seed on four different types of soil.  The first kind is the path where birds come and eat the seed up.  The second kind is rocky soil where the seed cannot take root.  The third kind is thorny soil which chokes the seed.  And the fourth is good soil which produces a crop.  After hearing this many of the people probably thought that they could do a better job then the farmer.  After all the smart thing to do would be to scatter the seed on only good soil.  However the farmer was not interested in saving seed, at least not as much as he was in producing a crop.  Verse 8 tells us, “Still other seed fell on good soil, It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times.” The words, “Still other seed fell on good soil” reveal that the farmer wanted to produce a crop. Jesus taught the most important thing is producing a crop.  
After Jesus taught this parable the disciples came and asked Jesus what it meant.  Jesus rebuked them and asked, “Don't you understand this parable? How then will you understand any parable?”  He explained that the farmer sows the word.  He also explained that the different kinds of soil stand for different kinds of people.  The first stands for those who hear word and have it immediately taken away by Satan.  The second stands for those who hear the word and rejoice but have no root.  They joy does not last long because it cannot withstand any kind of trial.  The third stands for those who hear the word but have it choked by the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things.  The last kind of soil stands for those who hear the word, accept it and produce a crop.  I remember when I first studied this passage I thought to myself, “Wow, I’m glad that my heart is the good soil.”  Everyone probably thinks this.  The truth is that everyone has got some of each kind of soil.  What is truly amazing is that even to me Jesus gave his word in hopes that it would be accepted and produce a crop.  He didn’t think like the crafty people in the crowd who probably thought they could do a better job in the farmer.  He gave his word to all the people whether or not they had good soil or bad soil.  Thank you Jesus for your grace and mercy.  He saw that there was good soil. We wonder where this good soil comes from. When we look around we don’t see it. From Genesis, we learn that God saw all that he had made and it was very good. Jesus saw the marvelous work of God in creating the good soil. When we look to Jesus, we see the marvelous testimony of the good soil. From verse 11, we can say that the good soil are those who have been given the secret of the kingdom of God. Paul the Apostle understood the grace of God when he said, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of Man, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20) The good soil is the new creation of God. They are God’s elect who hear the word and accept it and produce a crop. It is impossible to find anyone free of thorns, rocks, or birds. We will always labor to pull out our thorns and empty our lives of the rocks that get in the way of making us unfruitful. But we must recognize their existence in each of us and come to God seeking his forgiveness. We must pray for God’s grace to create good soil in us.   

II.  The Lamp on a Stand (21-25) 
Look at verse 21. “He said to them, ‘Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don’t you put it on its stand?” The lamps of Jesus’ day were like kerosene lamps; they would burn with fire until they were put out.  No one put one under under a bowl or a bed.  Jesus spoke of a lamp to help us understand what he gives us in the gospel. Jesus is the lamp. He did not call us into hiding but to be exposed before God. Each of us has a unique testimony of God’s grace given to us in the gospel. We must not hide it. We must repent if we live double lives in the world. For someday we will all have to stand before the judgment seat of God. Look at verse 22. “For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open.”  The gospel exposes our sin and brings our lives into the open. Jesus sowed the word so that his grace may be evident to all through us. Jesus wants to make himself known to others through us. Though Jesus gave the meaning of the parables to his disciples privately, it was his intention of making them known to each of us. 

      Look at verses 24-26. “Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the measure you use, it will be measured to you---and even more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.” Jesus teaches us that what we hear does us no good unless we consider it and use it for the glory of God. As we struggle with him in the gospel, he will deal with each of us. Just as Jacob wrestled with God, we to must learn to wrestle with God and his word. God’s grace will multiply in us as we struggle to listen to his word.  

 III.  The parables of the seeds (26-34)  
These parables teach us how to view the kingdom of God.  Look at verses 26-27. “He also said, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.” The farmer does not make the seed sprout and grow. It does this all by itself until it produces a crop.  Its easy to take this for granted unless you consider how something valuable comes from nothing.  Jesus saw the disciples and the people who received God’s word in this way.  He saw the growing kingdom of God in the hearts.  

The kingdom of God is expanding everyday. If we accept the word of God, the word of God defeats the power of sin in us, and the kingdom of God grows. It grows gradually; first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. When it finally comes to perfection, it is harvested. Verse 29 says, “As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” Jesus will eventually gather each of us for the harvest, as wheat is gathered in the barn.  

      Finally, the parable of the mustard seed. Look at verses 30-31. “Again he said,  
”What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.” Jesus again compares the word of God to a seed.   Only this time it is the mustard seed the smallest of all garden plants.  The gospel work starts off very small.  At first it was confined to a few believers among a certain type of people in a small part of the world.  Today it is the largest religion with the most believers.  Just the fact that we are gathered here today, some 2,000 years after Jesus preached the gospel to hear Jesus word testifies to the truth of this parable.     

           “With many similar parables he spoke the word to them.” Verse 34 says, “He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.” Jesus will explain everything to us as well. We must learn to hear his word and come to him. 

          Until then we must continue to come to Jesus and ask him what his parables mean.  When his disciples did this he explained the parables to them and in this way they became good soil.  I don’t know that much about farming but I know that good soil is not something that happens on its own.  The farmer has to work hard to prepare the soil before it can produce a crop.  This is what Jesus did when he died on the cross.  He prepared the hearts of the disciples and those who were never learning and always distracted by the thorns, rocks, and birds.  We must pray for God to recreate us to be good soil for his work. 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for your son who made it possible to receive your word.  May you help us to hear your word, accept it and produce a crop 30, 60, or even 100 times what was sown.  I pray in Jesus name, Amen.

One word:  Jesus plants the word of God

