He Appointed Twelve

Mark 3:7-35

Key verse:  3:14, 15 – 14He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach 15and to have authority to drive out demons.

In the previous passage, Jesus revealed that he is the bridegroom of God who came to fulfill God’s promise to Israel that she would be married to him forever.  He would make her his beautiful bride by being taken away.  Jesus’ death is the beginning and life of his bride.  Similarly, Jesus himself is the true Sabbath of God.  In him, God and man come together and are united in worship of God.  Thank God for Jesus who has come, who is our Bridegroom and our Sabbath.  May God continue to bless our study of Mark that Jesus may always be alive to us.  Amen.
In today’s passage, it is evident that Jesus’ ministry has expanded at a rapid pace.  Not only did people from Galilee come to him, so did others who traveled from the surrounding regions.  According to verses 7-10, “7Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from Galilee followed. 8When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.”  Up to this point, there is no record that Jesus ever set foot outside of Galilee.  He had traveled and preached in the nearby villages of Galilee.  However, the news of Jesus went out even to far regions like Idumea, Tyre, and Sidon.  The kingdom of God continued to advance.  God continued to call his own to enter his kingdom.  He is calling people from all regions.  When the people heard Jesus, nothing else mattered.  Whatever cultural, economic, or personal barriers they had no longer hindered them from coming to a Jewish area.  All they wanted was to see and hear Jesus.  All they desired is Jesus’ healing.  So, the one who caused them to come to Galilee is Jesus himself.  Jesus became the center, the heart of the crowd, of each person.  Amen.
What did Jesus do at this time?  “9Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from crowding him. 10For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him.  11Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, "You are the Son of God." 12But he gave them strict orders not to tell who he was.”  Jesus didn’t turn away the crowd because there were so many of them.  He freely offered himself to heal those who were sick and cast out evil spirits from those who were possessed.  At the same time, he didn’t let them overwhelm the situation either.  He had his disciples prepare a small boat so that the people don’t crowd him.  As is the case in the previous passages, Jesus was there to preach to the crowd.  He never forgot that is why he has come even as the numerous individuals pushed forward to touch him.  He was there to preach.  What is that?  Based on Mark’s gospel so far, Jesus’ preaching is the revelation and realization of the kingdom of God on earth.  His preaching was not mere ideology or words.  His preaching made the nearness of God a reality.  He awakened the people to the living God who has come and he reigns in the forgiveness of sins.  He made this truth obvious to everyone when he healed the sick and cast out demons from the possessed.  He made the kingdom of God a reality on earth in which the paralyzed walk, the blind see, and the sinner is forgiven of his sin.  That is Jesus’ preaching.  He brought the power, authority, and salvation of God to man.  Amen.  No one could deny this reality, not even the evil spirits who had to submit and confess who Jesus is.  They were at the mercy of Jesus’ command.  At Jesus’ preaching, the kingdom of evil spirits crumbled while the forgiveness of sin ruled.  May God help us to preach as Jesus did that the nearness of God becomes a reality to people.  Thank God who is continuing to do so by Jesus Christ through his own.  Amen.
What happened after this?  13Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him.  14He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach 15and to have authority to drive out demons.”  Based on the growth of Jesus’ ministry so far, it was good to choose disciples who could assist him.  The twelve Jesus appointed could be his ambassadors to all the regions doing as Jesus did.  But what else is revealed here?  Jesus’ appointment could be taken as the wedding between the bridegroom and his bride.  Again, Jesus called to himself those he wanted just as he did by the Sea of Galilee.  They all came to him.  He drew them to himself as the bride would be drawn to the bridegroom.  There, on the mountainside, he wed them by designating the twelve as apostles that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.  So, Jesus’ designation of them as apostles signified that Jesus and his own became one in marriage.  He would always be with them and they would always be with him even when he was taken from them.  Nothing and no one could separate them.  When Jesus wed his disciples, they became the new in God.  They became his suitable helper as Eve was for Adam and Sarah was for Abraham.  They, too, preached by demonstrating with authority and power the nearness of God as Jesus did.  They healed the sick and drove out demons.  They proclaimed the good news of God.  Many witnessed and confessed the kingdom of God through them.  The apostles became just like Jesus.  No one could distinguish the difference between the bridegroom and his bride, between Jesus and his apostles because they are one.  When the people witnessed the apostles, they thought of and were convicted of Jesus.  That is the marvel of Jesus when he appointed the twelve as his apostles.  His glory became their glory.  His beauty became their beauty.  Amen.  
Mark noted here the Apostles’ new identity in the following verses.  “16These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter 17James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder 18Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot 19and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.”  When Jesus wed them, Simon became Peter.  James and John became Boanerges.  He made them all his suitable helper.  He did so even with Judas Iscariot.  Jesus designated Judas as well.  Jesus wed Judas.  But this marriage did not become barren because of Judas’ betrayal.  Rather, as a result, Jesus suffered and died; his death bore much fruit to God.  The forgiveness of sins is forever established through his blood.  When Jesus was taken away, the apostles did not remain as the bride but grew to be the faithful wife of Jesus.  And through them, he bore even more fruit to this day.  Jesus rose from the dead and is the ever new Husband for us all.  Thank God for the beautiful Jesus who was on the mountainside, who called his own to him.  Thank God for the beautiful Jesus who has made the marriage between God and man beautiful.  Amen.
What did Jesus do after he called and designated his own?  “20Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat.  21When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, "He is out of his mind."  22And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, "He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons."  Jesus only had a short time to be alone with his disciples before another crowd came to him.  The honeymoon didn’t last very long.  This time, the crowd that came to him was so large that Jesus and his disciples were not even able to eat.  Not only so, Jesus’ own family was on their way to get control of him.  They thought he was crazy for having caused such great commotion.  Furthermore, the teachers of the law were accusing Jesus of being possessed by Beelzebub.  There is a sharp contrast here between those who were with Jesus and those who disapproved or even opposed Jesus.  But again, at the heart of the matter is Jesus.  They were all there because of him.  Because of Jesus, the people, whether his own family or even the religious leaders, could not just settle down.  They had to confront their reality before God.  They could no longer ignore Jesus and his preaching.  Their truth was revealed because of him.  Both Jesus’ family and the teachers of the law showed that they were empty of God.

What did Jesus do in light of the demanding circumstances as he was accused by his own family and the religious leaders of Israel?  He addressed and taught the crowd.  “23So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: "How can Satan drive out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 27In fact, no one can enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house.”  At the center of the accusation by the teachers of the law is the absolute rejection of God who is actively revealing himself to them.  Truly, as Jesus taught, anyone who is against himself cannot stand.  The end has come.  If Satan is driving out Satan, how can his rule last?  But what is actually testified here is that someone who is stronger than Beelzebub has come.  The strong man is no match.  He is tied up and his possession is carried off.  Who alone is stronger than Satan?  The answer is obvious.  That person must be God alone.  Therefore, God has come and he has tied up Satan, dethroning him from his earthly rule.  The new reign is here.  It is the kingdom of God established on the forgiveness of sins when God sent Jesus Christ to this world to bear the very rejection of the teachers of the law.  The nearness of God meant the new beginning, the new hope for sinners.  So what is so serious about the accusation of the teachers of the law?  Jesus said, “28I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 29But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin."  30He said this because they were saying, "He has an evil spirit."  What Jesus did, by freeing God’s people from evil spirits, is the testimony of God’s work.  Though no one could see the Holy Spirit, they could see Jesus through whom the Spirit was revealing himself.  Wherever Jesus is, there also is the Holy Spirit.  But to the teachers of the law, they accused the Holy Spirit as an evil spirit.  They blasphemed God when they accused his Spirit as being that of Beelzebub.  Since they claim that the Spirit of God is evil, then who is their God?  There is no hope left for them.  Who else would be their salvation?  They have cut themselves off from the one and only God, from Life himself.  Still, there was Jesus standing before them.  There, the Holy Spirit is among them.  The forgiveness of their sins is still the everlasting reality.  Even now, God was waiting for them to repent and come to him.  The teachers of the law would persist in denying the presence of the Holy Spirit, that God is near.  So what would God do to end this vicious cycle of rejection?  God would nail their very sin, their utter denial of him, on the cross of Jesus.  Amen.
After Jesus spoke this parable, what happened?  “31Then Jesus' mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, "Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you."  Since such a large crowd had gathered at the house where Jesus was, his mother and brothers could not get inside to take charge of him.  They waited outside while someone gave Jesus the message to come out to meet his family.  Perhaps Mary and Jesus’ brothers were embarrassed at all the attention Jesus had.  After all, they were carpenters who lived a modest life.  What would the neighbors gossip about them?  They needed to protect their family name and reputation.  They considered Jesus as one of them and so should behave and talk conforming to their standards.  After all, he is a part of their family.  But what was Jesus’ response?  33"Who are my mother and my brothers?" he asked.  34Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother."  Amen.  Jesus is seeking and gathering his family but it is not one based on DNA or the same last name.  He was looking at his disciples who sat in a circle around him.  They are his family.  According to Jesus, their family tie is based on doing God’s will.  What does Jesus mean?  First, Jesus himself is doing God’s will.  What he has been doing, preaching, teaching, healing, driving out evil spirits, is God’s will.  He came in obedience to God to gloriously illustrate God’s presence among them.  He bore all the rejection and ignorance of the people on himself.  He lived the life of the cross.  When Jesus designated his disciples as apostles, they became his family.  They joined Jesus in doing God’s will, to reveal God who is ever present to a people who have either stopped waiting on him or who rejected his presence as the teachers of the law did.  The apostles joined Jesus in the life of the cross.  That is the beauty Jesus emanates and those who belong to his family emanate the same beauty.  He is opening his arms welcoming people into his family, the family of God.  Even Mary later joined Jesus’ family.  Thank God for Jesus who is welcoming and creating the beautiful family of God.  Thank God for Jesus who is the head of this family.  Our last name, our family name is Christ.  May God continue to graciously bless our Mark’s gospel study that we may live as members of Jesus’ family.  Amen.
Let’s pray.
