Jesus is Lord even of the Sabbath
Mark 2:18-3:6

Key verse:  28 – 28So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath."
In today’s passage, Jesus is questioned by the Pharisees on two accounts.  In the first about fasting, Jesus testifies that God has come because the bridegroom has come.  Then, when the Pharisees accused Jesus’ disciples of doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath, he again reveals God who made the Sabbath for man so that man may worship God.  The Son of Man has come so that he may be the true Sabbath for man.  May God help us to see Jesus who is extending his arms to welcome us to marry him.  Amen.
Verse 18 says, “18Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, "How is it that John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?"  This particular event may have also occurred during the dinner at Levi’s house.  The teachers of the law had asked Jesus’ disciples why Jesus was eating with tax collectors and “sinners”.  Now, there were some others who were perplexed by their actions.  Jesus’ disciples were happy eating what Levi had to offer.  However, this was happening at a time when both the Pharisees’ and John’s disciples were fasting.  Mark doesn’t say why they were fasting but they were likely doing so due to the law or their tradition.  So, naturally, some of the people who saw Jesus and his disciples asked Jesus why his own disciples were not fasting.  They thought that since it was the law or tradition, then Jesus’ own disciples should fast as well.  They needed to obey, to conform.  However, Jesus turned their attention elsewhere.  “19Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. 20But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast.”  Jesus turned their focus on fasting to God who has sent his bridegroom.  The time of fasting is over.  The whole purpose of fasting was for a person to repent before God in hope that God would forgive his sins, that he may once again dwell with God.  But God has come for he sent his bridegroom.  How beautiful is God!  How beautiful is his bridegroom!  The people of Israel know the prophecy of Hosea.  There, God prophesied that though Israel had been unfaithful, like an adulterous wife, he would betroth her to himself for he says of Israel, “19 I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in [d] righteousness and justice, in [e] love and compassion.  20 I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the LORD.  21 "In that day I will respond," declares the LORD—"I will respond to the skies, and they will respond to the earth; 22 and the earth will respond to the grain, the new wine and oil, and they will respond to Jezreel.  23 I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called 'Not my loved one. [g] '  I will say to those called 'Not my people, [h] ' 'You are my people'; and they will say, 'You are my God.'"  Hosea is testifying to the day when God and his people would be united forever, when God will turn from his fierce anger against Israel’s continual adultery against him.  He would forgive the sins of Israel and she would become his wife.  While the people were watching Jesus and wondering why his disciples were not fasting, their hearts were far from God.  But Jesus revealed that God has sent his bridegroom.  Today is the day.  The bridegroom has invited many of his guests in preparation for the wedding between himself and the bride.  This is the joyous occasion of all time.  What does fasting have to do with the bridegroom, his bride, or the guests?  The bridegroom is the good news of God.  He has come to betroth his own, to usher in the union between God and man.  He has made his bride ever new.  He becomes her Life, her Righteousness.  In Jesus himself is the beautiful picture and testimony of the union between God and man when God the Son came to earth in the image of man.  Jesus, the bridegroom, is testifying to the glorious wedding that would certainly take place because he is now here.  Amen.  What else is Jesus testifying here?  The fasting will take place when the bridegroom will be taken away from the bride and his guests.  The bride and the guests will mourn for him.  He becomes their fasting.  On that day, they will repent and long for the one who was taken away because of their sins.  On that day, the wedding will take place.  The death of the bridegroom is the beginning of the bride.  On that day, her sins will be forgiven, never to be remembered again.  That is the day the bridegroom forever becomes the husband.  The Israelites were waiting for their Bridegroom because of God’s promise through Hosea and the other prophets.  They waited and waited.  That was all they could do.  Jesus came at the cost of his own life to marry them and become their husband forever.  As they were, those who insisted on fasting, he became their glorious husband.  Amen.  May God help us who are still waiting for the bridegroom, who are still waiting to be betrothed, who are living a life of fasting.  May God open our eyes to the heavenly marriage we are in.  Thank God for Jesus who is now and forever our Husband.  Amen.
Here, Jesus also taught, 21"No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull away from the old, making the tear worse. 22And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new wineskins."  No one knows for sure if Jesus spoke this teaching of the new cloth and new wine alongside his teaching of the bridegroom.  However, his testimony is one and the same.  Throughout history for the Israelites, the new wine meant joy, abundance, the new harvest.  For them, it meant hope and the restoration of Israel.  According to Jesus’ teaching, God has come.  He is the Husband.  He is pouring new wine into new wineskin.  He has done so through God’s wedding.  Jesus is the new wine.  He is the Hope and Restoration now and forever.  He is new and therefore, the wineskin is new.  When the new wine expands, the new wineskin also expands.  They are already one.  This is the hope of God that Jesus, who is poured out as a drink offering, is the new wine, the forever new wine of his own.  He is the Joy, the Abundance, the New Harvest.  Amen.

What happened now that Jesus taught the people the good news of God?  Did their questioning stop?  No, instead, the Pharisees followed and scrutinized Jesus.  “23One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?"  Apparently, the Pharisees were intensely focused on Jesus’ every move even on the Sabbath when they themselves should be resting from their work of spying on Jesus.  But they had no room in their mind for God who gave them the Sabbath.  Rather, they immediately found something to accuse Jesus.  The disciples were picking some heads of grain, perhaps to pass the time or to have a snack.  But whatever the case may be, to the Pharisees, they were doing what was unlawful on the Sabbath.  So they confronted Jesus.  “25He answered, "Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need? 26In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions."  Jesus reminded the Pharisees of their own beloved king David whom God praised as a man after God’s own heart.  He is held in high esteem by God and by man.  In his journey through life, David was always hungry and in need.  Those were his companions.  In his early years, Saul pursued him and wanted to kill him.  In his later years, he was running from his own son Absalom who also wanted to kill him.  The only refuge he had was God himself.  By the grace of God, he learned that God is his true rest, his Sabbath.  No matter what situation he was in, even when he sinned against God by killing Uriah and taking Bathsheba for himself, he repented and went to God, who forgave his sin.  In this way, David himself discovered that God is his true Sabbath.  Jesus revealed here that David’s whole life is a testimony of this truth.  Here, the disciples themselves learned this very truth as well.  They were freed from the rules and regulations which the Pharisees imposed on themselves and others at the expense of God.  They became like David who trusted and depended on God who accepted them in the forgiveness of sins.  They became happy like David because God is their Husband.  Amen.
At this point, Jesus “… said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  God made the Sabbath for man, that man may come to him in worship as David did.  He becomes man’s true rest.  But to the Pharisees, man was made for the Sabbath.  They piled on their fellow Israelites with their rules and traditions, making them prisoners to their Sabbath.  But Jesus came that the true Sabbath is once and for all established.  The marriage with him is our Sabbath.  As Jesus said, “So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”  David himself rejoiced at this day.  Jesus came that the Sabbath is God’s Sabbath.  He came so that he alone is the true Sabbath for man.  He did so on the wedding day.  Thank God for Jesus who came that God’s Sabbath is forever established.  Thank God that Jesus has become the Sabbath for us, who is the Rest and the Worship.  Amen.
According to vs. 1 through 3, “1Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 2Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath.”  As was often the case, Jesus went to a synagogue on a Sabbath that he may teach those who were there.  Apparently, the Pharisees were waiting for him.  They did so that they may find something to accuse Jesus.  They had him under surveillance.  Since a man with a shriveled hand was also in the synagogue, they watched to see if this was their chance.  They wanted to see if Jesus would heal the man on the Sabbath, doing what was unlawful in their eyes.  That was all they were thinking about, that is, to somehow get rid of Jesus.  Know this, “3Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, "Stand up in front of everyone."  4Then Jesus asked them, "Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?" But they remained silent.”  Jesus knew what was in the hearts of the Pharisees so he confronted them.  What were they mindful of on the Sabbath?  Were they mindful of doing what was lawful before God?  Were they mindful of God’s presence among them?  What would please God?  The answer is obvious, to do good, to save life.  Here standing before them was a man with a shriveled hand.  Many people who saw him must have thought that either his parents or he sinned that he became like this.  Even Jesus’ own disciples thought this way when they saw a cripple while walking on the street.  The man’s whole life was plagued with judgment by others and self-condemnation.  He couldn’t help but also think that he was under God’s judgment.  But Jesus came that the man may know God who is good, who saves life, the same God who made the Sabbath so that he could now know God.  Jesus waited for the Pharisees to respond to his question.  But “5He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 6Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.”  The real problem here was not that the man had a shriveled hand.  The Pharisees showed that they had shriveled hearts against God.  They remained stubborn to the end.  Jesus was angry and deeply distressed.  Why?  He was distressed that the Pharisees’ hearts were filled with evil and killing.  They had no room for God.  This was evident when the Pharisees began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.  They were driven by it.  But Jesus, at the cost of his own life, saved the man.  He had the man stretch out his hand and it was completely restored.  More significantly, Jesus restored the man himself to God.  He honored God on the Sabbath.  He revealed God in the midst of stubborn hearts.  God is near.  He desires good.  He desires saving life.  Those who come to God in worship know this truth.  The Sabbath testifies this truth.  Jesus is indeed the Lord of the Sabbath.  He is the Good.  He is the Salvation of life.  And the people would know this truth when Jesus went to the cross at the hands of these very Pharisees and Herodians.  He offered his life for them, as well as for the man.  By offering his life on the cross, he revealed that he is the glorious Lord, the Lord even of the Sabbath.  He is the Bridegroom who became their Husband, our Husband.  Amen.  May God help us to rejoice because of Jesus, who has married us.  Thank God for Jesus who is the Lord of the Sabbath, who is our Sabbath.  May God continue to bless our Mark’s gospel study that we may rejoice because of the glorious Jesus.  Amen.
Let’s pray.
Where, how – we got the invitation but how do we marry him; I’m here, not there

Historically confirmed by his coming, by his death; 

The Pharisees were waiting for the bridegroom to come – Jesus made it clear the bridegroom has come – David himself knew it, he married God (forgiveness of sins already), Jesus revealed that he is the bridegroom – they could not deny it

The disciples knew something the Pharisees didn’t know – they rejoiced at the bridegroom, they knew forgiveness of sins has come to them, they trusted the LORD – they plucked the grain like David who ate the bread so the disciples trusted God who would accept them – God is at the center, they trusted God

To Pharisees, they committed sins, but ignored Sin; Jesus spoke to them at the cost of his own life; he married them – so he is the husband, who has married us, I rejoice he has married me – thank God for that – can share this good news with others who are also imprisoned 

