*-Study 1- The Coming of the Good News




Mark 1:1-2:22

Part 2- Good news of the forgiveness of sins  (2:1-22)


KV:1:1; 2:10

1.  Where did Jesus go and how was he received? (2:1-2) Why did the people of Capernaum consider that Jesus had come home? (1:21-39) What did Jesus do there?  How did he preach the word to them? 

2.  What did some men do? (3-4) What faith did Jesus see in their actions?  How could he see faith?  What happened when Jesus saw their faith? (5)  What do these words mean?  

3.  What problem arose in the minds of teachers of the law? (6-7) How did Jesus challenge them and their godless thinking? (8) Why had Jesus said, “Son, your sins are forgiven,” to the paralytic? (9-10) How did Jesus demonstrate his authority to forgive sins? (10-12) What does this message and demonstration mean and/or imply?
4.  Where did Jesus go and what did he do?  After teaching, what did Jesus do? (13-14) Why did Jesus tell Levi, a well-known sinner to follow him?  Who came to eat with Jesus and why? (15) What question did the teachers of the law bring up? (16)  What is Jesus’ truth about eating with sinners? (17) 

5.   What was unusual about Jesus’ disciples? (18)  How did Jesus respond to this comparison? (19)  Who are Jesus’ disciples?  Why is Jesus the bridegroom to his disciples?  What will happen to the bridegroom? (20) What will his disciples do at that time? 
6.  What does everyone know about unshrunk cloth? (21) What does everyone know about new wine? (22)  What was Jesus talking about?  What do you learn about the Son of Man and his preaching? 
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“The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God...

But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...”

In chapter one Jesus came as the good news of God.  The coming of his kingdom is what we perceive in his own coming.  He is the beginning of the gospel and in him is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  From 1:15 we see what John spoke of as a hope, Jesus proclaims as reality in the Son of Man.  He has authority on earth to forgive sin and make a sinner completely healed. He is the bridegroom who makes us new.  This is the power of his preaching.

 After healing the man with leprosy on his journey throughout Galilee, Jesus came back to Capernaum.  It was considered a homecoming of sorts and people gathered densely around the house where he stayed.  Perhaps it was Simon’s home, where one evening after Sabbath Jesus had healed various diseases and cast out many demons from all their sick and demon-possessed.  “So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and [Jesus] preached the word to them.” (2) 
“Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.  Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.” (3-4) Jesus saw faith in their actions.  They wanted to get their friend to Jesus.  They had made a great effort just to bring him there.  They probably were not from Capernaum.  It took 4 strong men to bring him.  When they got there, they encountered difficulty because it was impossible to bring him to Jesus because of the crowd.  They overcame the situation by digging through Peter’s roof.  It was an act of vandalism.  But Jesus saw their faith to bring this man to Jesus.  Lately I have complained about the methods people employ in hopes to bring someone to Jesus.  I don’t want to make mistakes and sometimes I don’t want to get dirty.  But that is where Jesus saw faith.  

This extraordinary faith brought extraordinary words from Jesus’ mouth.  “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’”  Jesus did not do the expected thing; instead, he declared a new thing.  He would introduce the world to the forgiveness of sins.  I had to think about what Jesus means here.  I thought about the meaning of forgiveness.  Each of these words, like righteousness in Romans, has its particular meaning, though I sometimes clump them together in ignorance.  Forgiveness has the meaning of excusing a wrong or an offense.  It declares freedom from blame, anger, and resentment.  From this view, Jesus was welcoming the paralyzed man as a son of God the Father, freeing him from guilt and blame due to sin.  We think how could God be angry with a helpless paralytic?  We do not see sin and we do not see faith.  But Jesus sees faith and he declares forgiveness of sins.  Praise Jesus!  I learn here that I haven’t known forgiveness in Jesus.  I’ve been harboring bitterness and resentment.  I haven’t excused many certain things that bothered me.  I pray that Jesus may introduce me to the world of faith and forgiveness, the kingdom of God.

“Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, ‘Why does this fellow talk like that?  He’s blaspheming!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?’  Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, ‘Why are you thinking these things?  Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?”  Jesus was so attentive to matters of the heart.  Men’s hearts were like transparent bottles to him.  He was disturbed in his spirit by their thinking because they had no room for the forgiveness of God, truly.  They studied the law and held themselves and others to it, but practically had no hope or faith in the goodness of God.  Their minds were angry at the declaration of forgiveness.  
Jesus made up his mind to help them--to testify to the truth of forgiveness in God.  Jesus declared, “But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”...He said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”  Jesus compared the impossibility of the forgiveness of sins to the impossibility of the independent walking of a paraplegic man.  Jesus helped them to know the power and the authority by which he was working and healing.  The word authority has its root in author.  Jesus is the author of the forgiveness of sins.  He is the author and restorer of life in each of its forms: spiritual, mental, physical, and whatever other form there may be.  Also as we could see in his baptism, Jesus is the Son of God, who has placed everything in his hands.  The teachers of the law might have been deceived that there is no authority on earth for the forgiveness of men’s sins, but Jesus declares that the kingdom of God has extended to the realm of the earth through the Son of Man.  At Jesus’ words, the man “got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all.  This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this.’”(11,12)
“Once again Jesus went out beside the lake.  A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach them.  As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow me,’ Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.”  Why would Jesus call a well-known sinner like Levi to follow him?  Maybe the fisherman disciples asked that same question.  Even if they had no hard feelings toward Levi, what was Jesus doing?  
Evidently Levi was very happy for Jesus’ call.  He invited Jesus, all his disciples and lots of his friends who were other well-known sinners to dinner at his house.  I can imagine a kind of loud happy party atmosphere.  Possibly over the loud music, the teachers of the law who were Pharisees asked his disciples why their master was eating with tax collectors and ‘sinners.’  “On hearing this, Jesus said to them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.’”  Jesus answered this nagging question about his choice of company.  However, it was not just a choice of company, or an act of tolerance, but as the Son of Man he had come to bring forgiveness of sins and healing for sick sinners.  Jesus compares his work to that of a doctor, whose life’s work it is to heal the wounded and ill of their sickness.  The work of preaching the kingdom of God demanded Jesus to call and heal actual sinners.  He makes a distinction between those who are sinsick and those who are already righteous.  He is the Son of Man who restores sinners to health and the kingdom of God who loves them.
“Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting.”  They were prohibited by devotion from eating joyfully with Jesus and his disciples.  “Some people came and asked Jesus, “How is it that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not.”  Some people wanted Jesus’ disciples to fit the mold of a disciple, but they didn’t.  It was disturbing to see them laughing and eating and fellowshipping with the sinners that Jesus welcomed, while the John’s and the Pharisees looked sad and hungry.  There was a genuine freedom and joy among Jesus’ disciples.  Why were they like that?  Jesus responded to the comparison of the sets of disciples this way:  “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them?  They cannot, so long as they have him with them.  But a time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast.”  

Jesus the Son of Man is the bridegroom.  A bridegroom is lovely.  He is also in love with the bride.  He makes the bride beautiful and glorious because of his love.  We say groom.  A groom is also one who takes care of someone or some animal.  He cares for them and loves them, and though he is more valuable and worthy, he takes care of the one he loves as if they are more worthy.  He brings joy.  He includes his friends in his joy and invites them to celebrate his love.  Jesus disciples are united with him in spirit and their life is bound to his.  That is why they cannot rejoice while he is with them.  However, for Jesus’ disciples, a time would come to mourn and fast because Jesus would be taken from them.  Jesus is the one who sacrifices himself for the bride to give her life and make her beautiful.  The bride must rejoice and also mourn because of Jesus her bridegroom. 
Jesus illustrated his relationship to his disciples in 2 slightly off-beat parables.  “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment.  If he does, the new piece will pull away from the old, making the tear worse.  And no one pours new wine into old wineskins.  If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined.  No, he pours new wine into new wineskins.”  These illustrations show that Jesus people are new.  They are new because he makes his people new.  They will never be conventional, half-one thing and half another.  They are created to be brand new and flexible vessels of Jesus, the new wine.  They are wearing only Jesus, the new garment.  They are never a salvaged mix of old and new, but a new creation in the Son of Man, the author of forgiveness of sins.  Jesus is the beginning of the new creation. 

.  
