The Kingdom of God is Near

Mark 1:14-34

Key verse:  1:15 – “The time has come,” he said.  “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!”

1. vs.  14, 15.  What happened to John and why did Jesus begin his ministry at this time?  Where did Jesus go and what did he proclaim?  Why is it the good news of God?  What time has come?  What is the significance that the kingdom of God is near?  Why should we “repent and believe the good news” instead of “believe the good news”?

2. vs.  16-20.  Where was Jesus and who did he see?  What did he say to Simon and Andrew?  Why are the words “I” and “me” significant?  What was Simon’s and Andrew’s response?  Who else did Jesus see and what happened?  What do you learn in the calling of the first four disciples?  About your personal calling?

3. vs.  21, 22.  What did Jesus do next?  Why did he wait for the Sabbath and choose to teach at a synagogue?  Why were the people amazed?  What does this show about Jesus and his authority?

4. vs.  23-28.  What happened during their synagogue meeting?  What do you learn from the fact that a man with an evil spirit was in the synagogue on the Sabbath?  Why did he cry out?  What did Jesus say and what happened as a result?  Why were the people amazed?  What does this show about Jesus?  What happened to the whole region of Galilee?

5. vs.  29-34.  Where did Jesus go and what happened there?  Why did the disciples come to Jesus with this problem?  What does this show about Jesus?  Who else came to Jesus and what happened?  What do we learn about the kingdom of God here?

