The Kingdom of God is Near
Mark 1:14-34

Key verse:  1:15 – “The time has come,” he said.  “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!”

In the previous passage, God is declared as the One who sent his messenger ahead of the Christ.  He is the one who has been preparing the way for the Lord from the beginning, through Adam and Seth, all the way down to Isaiah and John.  They are included in the beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  The preparation continued with John’s message of baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, the baptism of Jesus, the descending of the Spirit on Jesus, and the temptation of Jesus in the desert for forty days and forty nights.  All these took place before Jesus ever spoke a word about the gospel.  The more important an event is, the more preparation is done for that event.  Think of a wedding and how much preparation goes into it and how many people are involved because of that wedding.  So much goes into it because it is so important.  Thus, the long, patient waiting, suffering, and preparation of God and his people throughout the thousands of years reveals the height, the depth, and the breadth of the gospel about Jesus Christ.  How significant is the gospel to us?  Thank God who has baptized us into the beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ the Son of God.  May he help us to meet the gospel newly face to face that we may each personally confess how long, how wide, and how deep is the gospel.  Amen.
After Jesus returned from the desert being tempted for forty days and forty nights, Mark did not mention anything about Jesus taking a rest or going on vacation.  Rather, what did happen?  “14After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.”  John’s imprisonment was the turning point and the start of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  It was not the bad news which made Jesus to counteract it with the good news, nor did Jesus ignore John’s imprisonment.  No, by God’s grace, John’s assignment was complete.  The messenger of the Lord has proclaimed the message and many have received it with repentance.  Now, it is time for the one spoken of in the message to take center stage.  It is time for Jesus to proclaim the good news of God.  He is the one everyone has been waiting for, including John.  What did Jesus proclaim?  The nearness of God.  Why is that good news?  God was missing and now God has come near.  God is the source and he brings joy and healing.  When God comes, there Life appears for God is the Life, therefore hope is given to man.  It is the new heavens and the earth to which those who hear the good news are called.  God becomes the beginning for those who have the good news of God.  God was near when John was sent.  Now he was nearer.  Everyone must repent and prepare themselves to meet him.

Without hesitation or delay, Jesus continued.  15"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"  Jesus is proclaiming that now is the time to the people of Galilee who are not mindful of the time.  To them, it is the time to live as they always have.  There was no difference from one day to another.  But when Jesus appeared, now is the time.  It is the time of God.  It is the time in which the kingdom of God is near.  Amen.  Who is mindful of the kingdom of God?  Thank God for Jesus who appeared, who declared the reality of the kingdom of God to us.  So then, what is the kingdom of God?  Because of medieval stories, we are influenced to think of knights and kings who live in castles.  However, what makes the kingdom of God different, independent of these things, even beautiful?  Jesus is the first one in the Scriptures who ever declared that the kingdom of God is near.  The message of John gives us a clue.  God sent him to prepare the way for the Lord, or in other words, to prepare the way for the forgiveness of sins.  The truth that the kingdom of God is near has to do with the forgiveness of sins.  Amen.  That is testified when the kingdom of God is near to sinners.  It is the impossible and yet, the concrete evidence.  God who has come reigns in the forgiveness of sins. Its glory, which has always been there, is revealed to us when God declared the forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ.  It is where man meets and knows God intimately, where there is no more separation but the complete union.  We witness this wonderful union in Jesus Christ where God and man are one when we witness those who are healed by the gospel of Jesus Christ. They are those who are created in the image of Jesus. God is filling his kingdom with people like Jesus.  How glorious!  Amen.  What do we see today? Do we see something like John’s imprisonment? Or is the kingdom of God glorious to us because he reigns in the forgiveness of sins?  May God help us to appreciate him and so live this reality. Amen.
In the second half of vs. 15, why did Jesus say “Repent and believe the good news”?  Why didn’t he just say “believe the good news”?  There is a lot of discussion and focus on faith or as Jesus said, believe.  But why repent?  And why was John’s message the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, also with the emphasis of repentance as the preparation for the forgiveness of sins?  Repentance and belief go hand in hand.  You cannot have one without the other.  Both are needed for the good news.  Believing the good news without repentance is like pouring new wine into old wineskins.  The result is that both are ruined.  Repentance welcomes God with open arms and praises.  There is no identity crisis.  Are we Christian or are we not?  Are we Peter 1 or Peter 2?  When repentance comes, the self-centered individual is no more.  God is at the center of that person.  Then, the gospel is joyfully, gladly received as the good news because that person is of God as the gospel is.  The gospel, the language of God, becomes the language of that person.  He lives the gospel.  The one awakened to God is the one who lives the continual repentance before him.  Why is the life the continual repentance? Because the one who is awakened to God lives on earth; he turns to God and turns away from all these.  Such a person is ripe for the good news.  May God help us to live these words of Jesus, “Repent and believe the good news.”  Amen.
What did Jesus do next?  16As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  17"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  Jesus was declaring the good news; the kingdom of God is near.  It was the time.  What were people beside the Sea of Galilee doing at this time?  Those who were there were busy doing what they did every day.  They were making a living to survive.  The coastal side was bustling with commerce.  Simon and his brother Andrew were also busy doing what they did best.  They were casting a net into the lake.  Their profession was fishing.  They were doing their job as they had been doing for years.  But this day was different.  Jesus came and he saw them.  How wonderful that Jesus saw them!  How wonderful that Jesus came to them!  Jesus saw what no one else did.  He saw two men who were called to the kingdom of God, for whom the time has come.  He saw the new beginning for Simon and Andrew.  Without any introduction or explanation, Jesus simply said to them, “Come, follow me… and I will make you fishers of men.”  With these few words, Jesus turned Simon’s and Andrew’s attention from all these things to himself.  The emphasis here are the words “me” and “I”.  He is the one who called them.  He is the one whom they would follow.  He is the one who would make them fishers of men.  He called them to belong to him, that he becomes the why they breath, eat, see, speak, think, and feel.  He invited them to join him and dwell in the good news of God.  What was their response to such a seemingly abrupt instruction from Jesus?  “18At once they left their nets and followed him.”  Again, no explanation was given here.  How can Simon and Andrew just leave everything behind and follow Jesus?  And they did so without any hesitation.  We can’t say step by step why and how this happened just like we can’t explain the healing of the leper or the opening of a blind man’s eyes by Jesus.  But we see here that it is God’s signature.  His hand has been at work in Simon and Andrew even before this time.  He was preparing them as well for the beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ the Son of God.  Even before their birth, their creation on earth, the prophecy of Isaiah was a beacon of light for them, to point to the coming of the Lord.  Though Simon and Andrew did not know even at this point but their inner being was yearning for their Lord as they came in and out of the Sea of Galilee casting their nets.  Jesus breathed into them the breath of life when he appeared and called them.  Amen.  This glorious new beginning happened for two others as well with the same signature of God.  “19When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.”  Amen.
What are we reminded of when we read this account of Jesus calling Simon, Andrew, James, and John?  Virtually all the time, we take our “Christian life” for granted.  In the few precious moments in which we are awakened to the Lord, we thank God who has appeared to us in the person Jesus Christ, who has included us in the beginning of his gospel.  We know that we had no life before him.  We were existing in ignorance and rebellion against God.  We were godless.  But the glorious Jesus appeared to us like the morning dew and has made us alive to God.  He saw us like he saw Simon, Andrew, James and John.  Truly, we were never the same again when Jesus appeared to us.  He became our beginning.  Amen.  For me personally, the existence in the past had been in utter darkness and hopelessness.  There was nothing beautiful in this world.  But the Lord Jesus appeared to me and by his grace, I saw beauty for the first time.  I now know what beauty is for that is Jesus himself.  This same world in which there was only ugliness to me is beautiful because he has come.  May the Lord Jesus appear to many more, even 120 to follow him.  Amen.
When Jesus had gathered his first four disciples, what did he do?  “21They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach.”  Jesus had a specific reason in going to Capernaum.  He did not steam roll his way into Capernaum and then the synagogue preaching the kingdom of God as we may think.  Rather, he did not do anything there before the Sabbath came.  He waited and when the Sabbath did come, he went to the synagogue to teach.  Jesus shows here that he purposely taught during the Sabbath and at a synagogue.  He went to where the people were, those who were hungry and thirsty for God’s word.  They came to the synagogue because that is their place of worship.  It is where the reading of the law took place, where the teachers of the law taught the people.  Jesus went to them on the Sabbath that they may no longer be hungry or thirsty again.  It is the day that they may rest in and worship the God of Israel.  He came to restore the Sabbath and the true worship of God.  Amen.
What happened when Jesus taught the people?  “22The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.”  Those in the synagogue immediately responded to Jesus’ teaching.  It wasn’t anything they heard before.  They witnessed that Jesus is different.  They could see very clearly that he has authority.  What they witnessed is the Owner speaking, not the hired hand imitating the Owner.  The Owner has command of the word because he authored the word.  The word became alive when Jesus spoke.  Until this time, what was happening in the synagogue must have become a routine.  No matter what the teachers of the law read or taught, it was all the same to the people.  They may have even fallen asleep during the worship service.  But when they heard Jesus and his teaching, they became alive.  They were awakened from their slumber because they heard the Owner’s voice who has returned.  Jesus’ teaching became the beginning for them, the healing of their worship of God and honoring the Sabbath as holy.  He came that man may once again dwell with God in worship of him.  Amen.
What else happened when Jesus was in the synagogue on the Sabbath?  “23Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24"What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!"  When Jesus entered the synagogue, he was like a lamp put on a stand which lit up the entire place.  He exposed that among the people were even the demon possessed.  Before Jesus came, this man could blend in with all the others.  The evil spirit kept quiet and inconspicuous.  This may have happened for a long time as the presence of this demon possessed man profaned God’s place of worship.  He showed how degenerated the spiritual condition of the entire nation was.  The teachers of the law were helpless to do anything and they themselves did not even know about this demon possessed man.  But when Jesus entered, the evil spirit could no longer hide.  It had to cry out when it saw Jesus.  It had to confess that Jesus is the Holy One of God.  Here is the vivid picture of God’s judgment against sin through Jesus Christ.  This is also representative of what will happen when God judges the whole world by the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Isaiah 45:23 says, “By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked:  Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear.”  Jesus’ authority is revealed in a different light here.  His authority is innate, a quality he possesses.  He did not have to speak to the evil spirit to reveal his authority.  Rather, when the evil spirit saw Jesus, it saw the Authority who is to be feared, before whom every mouth will confess The Holy with trembling.  That is the fearful testimony of the same Jesus.  
Here, what did Jesus say?  25"Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" 26The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.”  Jesus did not allow the evil spirit to disrupt the worship service nor imprison the man one second longer.  He commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man and it obeyed.  The event seemed quite dramatic as the man let out a shriek and was shaken violently because of Jesus’ word.  The witnesses there must have been overwhelmed.  And indeed they were.  27The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him." 28News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.  The people were doubly amazed.  First, they were amazed at Jesus’ teaching.  Now they were amazed that even evil spirits obeyed him.  Nothing like this ever happened before.  There were probably several versions of this account of Jesus at the synagogue spreading throughout the entire region of Galilee.  Nonetheless, this specific account became the catalyst for the whole region of Galilee to hear about Jesus.  What started as a single event in a synagogue in Capernaum on the Sabbath has now caught the attention of all the people in the area.  So we see here that Jesus also had in mind to target all of Galilee with his teaching, preparing them for the message of the Lord.  The time has come for these people to repent and believe the good news.  Jesus’ teaching at the synagogue was the beginning of the Galilean ministry.  Amen.  May God bless our prayer for the student ministry led by student shepherds, that it may be the beginning of the gospel work for all of UC, even Miami University.  Amen.
After such commotion and immediate rise to fame in Galilee, what did Jesus do?  “29As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew.”  It is true that Jesus knew news about him would travel all over the area.  In fact, he is the one who initiated it.  So then, why did he rather separate himself from them now by staying at the home of Simon and Andrew?  We again see that Jesus did not just act in response to the situation.  He did not go out throughout the region right now to proclaim the good news of God while his name was being spoken of everywhere.  He did not take advantage of the circumstances nor was he driven by it.  Rather, he again waited as he did in Capernaum before the Sabbath came.  He waited on God.  That is how he initiated. In other words, he did not act according to his own will but according to the will of the Father.  
In the meantime as he waited, 30Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her.”  Apparently, Simon’s mother in law was so sick with the fever that she was bed ridden.  In the past, they had to wait for the fever to go away.  They were helpless.  But now, Jesus’ disciples came straight to him with this problem.  They were at the synagogue when Jesus taught and cast out the evil spirit.  They, too, witnessed Jesus’ authority.  As a result, now, their immediate response to the fever is to come to Jesus.  They were no longer helpless.  They could have hope.  The entrance of Jesus into their lives was already transforming them.  He is the one they come to; he is the one they seek.  Verse 31 says, “31So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them.”  In this particular case, there was no dramatic healing of Simon’s mother in law.  There was no shrieking or shaking.  Jesus simply took her hand and helped her up.  In this way, Jesus healed her.  Jesus was intimate and personal.  The one who rebuked an evil spirit is also the one who gently heals a sick woman.  She was fully healed from the fever as is evident in the fact that she began to serve Jesus and his disciples.  Jesus’ personal touch became the beginning for Simon’s mother in law.  
“32That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33The whole town gathered at the door, 34and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.”  The seed Jesus planted at the synagogue began to bear much fruit.  Not only did his disciples come to him, now the whole town did.  He healed the sick and cast out demons.  All the townspeople witnessed for themselves that what they heard was not just a rumor or gossip but the good news of God about Jesus Christ.  What they witnessed was not just good news of their well being. When they saw Jesus, they discovered that the kingdom of God is indeed near.  They knew Jesus is responsible for that reality.  Through Jesus, the kingdom of God was advancing, ever so nearer.  He gave the people hope which is based on the good news that God has come. He gave them his name, which is Life.  Amen.  Thank God for Jesus who is the first to ever proclaim the kingdom of God to this world.  Thank God that he made the kingdom of God near to us.  May God continue to bless our Mark’s gospel study that we may think, know, and testify like Mark.  Amen.
Let’s pray.

