This is the Account of the Heavens and the Earth
Genesis 2:4-4:26
Key verse:  3:15 - 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."
The passage begins, “This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created”.  What proceeds from here and throughout Genesis, even the whole Bible, is the account of all of God’s creation.  This grand, vast perspective gives readers quite a different aspect of life.  It is not you or me centered.  Rather, the account of the entire heavens and the earth is given.  Thus, God’s work of redemption starting even here is for his whole creation.  As is testified in Romans, “For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”  The salvation of the children of God is directly tied to the liberation of the creation itself.  Thus, God is working for the redemption of all of the heavens and the earth.  May God open our eyes to the account of the heavens and the earth, of which we are a part by God’s grace.  God is calling his children for the liberation of the whole creation.  Amen.

In the transition from chapter one to chapter two, the account of the heavens and the earth focuses on God’s creation of man.  Verse 7 says, “7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”  The designation of God as Elohyim in chapter one has now changed to YHWH Elohyim as the shift of the account has changed.  As is testified in chapter one, Elohyim is the One and Only.  He has no beginning and he has no end.  He is self-living, self-dependant.  He is the one who created all things.  He is the Supreme, the Almighty.  He who made himself known as Elohyim has now revealed himself in chapter two as YHWH Elohyim, or the LORD God.  He, the Alpha and the Omega, is the one who personally, tenderly sculpted the body of the man out of the dust of the ground and lovingly breathed his breath into the man who then became a living being.  The intimacy here is like that of a mother giving birth to her baby.  YHWH Elohyim is the One who is with man, who came and dwelled with man.  The beautiful image of Christ, the Immanuel, is portrayed here.  Amen.
What did YHWH Elohyim do next?  He placed the man in the garden of Eden where all kinds of trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food grew out of the ground.  There, he also placed the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  “15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."”  There have been a number of explanations given for why YHWH Elohyim planted the tree of knowledge of good and evil in the garden and why he commanded the man not to eat from it.  But what helps to shed light here is what YHWH did with Abraham who became the Adam of the nation Israel.  YHWH commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac on one of the mountains of Moriah.  Reaction to this command is as controversial and heated as the command YHWH Elohyim gave to Adam.  However, YHWH revealed his will as to why he commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac.  YHWH said to Abraham in Genesis 22:12, “"Do not lay a hand on the boy, …  Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."”  This is the culmination of the more than 25 years YHWH had been raising Abraham.  This was Abraham’s “final exam”.  What was at the center, the core of Abraham?  Was it Abraham or his only son Isaac?  YHWH was very pleased that he is the foundation, the core of Abraham and joyfully confirmed the covenant he made with Abraham.  Abraham indeed feared him.  So, too, YHWH Elohyim gave Adam the command not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil that the core of Adam may also be God himself.  Each time Adam saw the tree or he remembered God’s command, he would fear and worship Elohyim YHWH as the Supreme, God over all, from whom he came.  This command to Adam actually made him alive to God.  Amen.
In the remaining chapter, YHWH Elohyim commented that “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.”  There is a saying that father knows best.  But the truth is that God the Father knows best.  He knows the man more than the man knows himself.  He knows because he designed, willed, and created the man to not be alone, to have a suitable helper.  The man himself didn’t know that he should have a suitable helper.  Thank God that we are as he has pre-determined, according to his perfect will.  As YHWH Elohyim brought all the animals to the man for the man to name them, no suitable helper could be found.  “21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man."  24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  This is the first marriage YHWH Elohyim created.  The passage comments that a man and his wife becomes one flesh.  They become one in complete unity.  They are each individually God’s unique creation.  But their union became yet a new creation, different than when the man and the woman were by themselves.  When the two become one, they are new again.  There comes new beauty.  This marriage is the beautiful new creation of God.  As the gospel testifies, God is working to bring complete unity between himself and his own.  This first marriage between the man and his wife reveals the will of YHWH Elohyim that God and man are to be united in the gospel marriage.  As Paul himself testified in Romans, when that happens, there comes the “how much more” which even he could not fathom.  YHWH Elohyim himself will make his own completely new.  He will make all of the heavens and the earth new.  There will be overflowing glory and joy because of him, the bridegroom.  YHWH Elohyim will be all in all of the heavens and the earth.  Amen.  The last verse says, “25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.”  The man and his wife felt no shame because they were clothed with YHWH Elohyim.  They were now co-workers with God, stewards of the heavens and the earth.  They were very good in God’s sight.  YHWH Elohyim dwelled with them in the garden.  The whole creation was at rest in him, complete in their vast array.  There was no shame to be found anywhere.  Amen.
Chapter three details the encounter between the woman and the serpent who tempted her to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  The serpent challenged the command God gave.  4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."   6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.”  The serpent’s words reveal the root of the temptation.  The woman and the man wanted to be like God and the fear of YHWH Elohyim who is the Supreme, who is their Almighty Creator, was gone.  Instead, the desire to be like God entered them.  They became the center of their lives.  After they ate, they realized that they were naked and became ashamed.  They were no longer clothed by YHWH Elohyim.  The shame signified the sin which entered the world through the man.  With the account of the heavens and the earth in mind, this sin affected all of creation.  The man and his wife did not live to themselves alone.  No, they are a part of the heavens and the earth, like members of one body.  What they did affected all the rest.  May the Lord help us to know that our lives are not limited to ourselves but affect even the whole heavens and the earth.  Amen.

As if almost instantaneous, the man and his wife heard the sound of YHWH Elohyim as he was walking in the garden.  He called to the man “Where are you?”  What transgressed earlier happened in the presence of God.  YHWH Elohyim did not go away and then come back, surprised at what happened.  He was there when the conversation between the woman and the serpent took place, when the man and his wife ate from the tree.  When he immediately called for the man after they ate from the tree reveals his gracious reach out to them, that he was there with them.  He did not leave them to their downfall, letting them be imprisoned by their shame.  Rather, he took the entire responsibility for what happened.  He did so because he is the Creator and Owner of the heavens and the earth.  He did so because he is YHWH Elohyim, who made himself inseparable from his creation.  For him to deny the very creation of his hands would be to deny that he is YHWH Elohyim.  He cannot betray himself.  And so, he would bear the burden, the suffering for what happened for millenniums to come, even at the very cost of his life.  Here, in the garden, YHWH Elohyim made the promise.  “15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  And thus, the redemptive work of God for the heavens and the earth began.  He would call Abraham and through him call the nation of Israel to co-work with him for the salvation of his creation.  As is testified in the gospel, the culmination of this work happened when the Lord Jesus was crucified, buried, and rose from the grave on the third day.  Those who trust in him will never be put to shame.  They are once again clothed with YWHW Elohyim, with Christ.  Amen.  It seemed that the coming of Christ was so far from this time but the promise of YHWH Elohyim was already actively working, already life-giving.  “Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.”  Adam and Eve just underwent God’s judgment.  He would banish them from the garden.  Yet, what Adam saw was not sin and death.  Rather, he saw YHWH Elohyim’s hope through the promise that there would be the living.  God would continue to create the living through them.  He would continue to give life.  Thank God who is YHWH Elohyim, who took the entire suffering and burden of the heavens and the earth to fulfill the living promise.  To him be all praise and glory.  Amen.
In chapter four, YHWH Elohyim gave descendants to Adam and Eve.  He first gave Cain and Eve thanked God, “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.”  YHWH Elohyim then gave Abel.  Later, both Cain and Abel brought offerings to him.  YHWH Elohyim looked with favor on Abel’s offering but did not look with favor on Cain’s offering.  Here, the hope of YHWH Elohyim is again revealed.  He raised Abel as a man of God.  Hebrews praises Abel as a righteous man whom God commended when he spoke well of Abel’s offering.  Thus, YHWH Elohyim began his work to create his own, the living.  At the same time, he did not ignore Cain who did not gain his favor.  He spoke directly to Cain to do what is right to be accepted, to do what is right to master sin.  YHWH Elohyim wanted Cain to come to him as Abel did.  He did not prefer an offering of livestock over crops.  Rather, as is testified in Romans, what set Abel apart is that he believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.  YHWH Elohyim wanted Cain to come to him in faith like Abel did, that is, with full trust that God would accept him.  Instead, Cain attacked his brother Abel in the field and killed him.  As a result, YHWH Elohyim put Cain under a curse, to live as a restless wonderer.  When Cain pleaded with God for fear that someone would kill him, YHWH Elohyim placed a mark on him to protect his life.  Later, Cain settled in the land of Nod and was allowed to build up a city.  Here, two civilizations seemed to thrive – one was very musical; the other had advanced tools made of different metals.  A question comes to mind as to whether YHWH Elohyim actually punished Cain or not.  He and his descendants seemed to have done well.  Instead, the truth is that Cain and his descendants are part of the heavens and the earth.  They are not separated from that.  YHWH Elohyim is still the Creator and Lord of all.  In taking the full responsibility and burden of all his creation, he also included those of Cain and his descendants as well.  As he is doing so, he also restored the new line he started with Abel.  Verses 25 and 26 say, “25 Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, "God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him." 26 Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. At that time men began to call on the name of the LORD.”  Neither Adam’s nor Cain’s sin could hinder the promise YHWH Elohyim gave.  He would continue to create the living.  He would continue to set apart his own in the line of Seth, those who would call on his name.  Amen.  He did so and continues to do so for the redemption of all creation, of the heavens and the earth.  Thank God who is creating the living, in the line of Seth, in the line of Christ.  Amen.  May God raise 120 who are offered for the liberation of the heavens and the earth.  Amen.  May God bless our study of Genesis, that we may be awakened to more than his world salvation work, to his heavens and earth salvation work.  May they dwell in YHWH who is the Beginning, who is the End.  Amen.
Let’s pray.
