In the Beginning God Created the Heavens and the Earth
Genesis 1:1-2:3

Key verse:  1:1 – 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis is the first book of the Bible because it records the beginning of all creation.  1:1 testifies to the beginning of the beginning.  It declares, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  In this one verse came the rest of world history.  From this one verse spanned the whole book of the Bible.  Verse 1:1 declares resolutely that there is one who is God.  He and he alone was in the beginning.  He is by himself.  He has no origin and no end.  He does not depend on anyone.  Rather, as the verse states, he is the beginning of all things, of the heavens and the earth.  He is the Creator Almighty.  That is why John could declare, “3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”  Or what Paul proclaimed in Romans, “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.”  These bold proclamations are based on 1:1.  There is nothing outside of God’s reach.  There are no accidents, no aberrations outside of God’s control.  He completely, fully rules over all, the Supreme.  He is the foundation upon which the covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob is established.  He is the foundation of the nation of Israel through their roller coaster history.  He is the foundation even when the nation disappeared.  He is the foundation of the gospel of the forgiveness of sin.  When individuals like John and Paul are awakened to and live by God who is, praises and glory of God overflow through them.  They join God in all eternity, in the fullness of God.  Nothing in all creation can separate them from him.  Thank God who was in the beginning.  Thank God for his wonderful revelation that he is the Creator, that he created the heavens and the earth.  Amen.  Because he is, we are.
What was the state of things in the beginning?  “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  No one knows for sure what the earth being formless and empty is like.  No human experienced the darkness that was over the surface of the deep.  However, that was the state of the earth before God interceded, before he spoke, before he blessed.  It was empty, without life.  But now, the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters of the earth.  “3And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.”  By the power of God’s word alone, light came into being.  Before he spoke, there was no such thing as light and no one knew what light is.  But God created light and revealed his light to us.  4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.”  The light God created is good because he deemed it as good.  The value of the creation is whatever the Creator declared it to be.  It is based solely on his judgment.  It is with that same authority of God the Creator that he has declared us righteous through the gospel.  His judgment stands.  Here, God says what is day and he says what is night.  He declares that the passing of the evening and the morning is the first day.  Amen.  What we have come to know as day and night did not come from some scientist or scholar from centuries or millenniums ago.  Rather, even our recognition of light, day, and night is the testimony of God who called them as they are, the day is day and the night is night.  It is the testimony that he is the Creator of the heavens and the earth.  Days and nights come and go because he says so.  Amen.  Praise God that he is God.  Praise God that he gave us the day and the night to be awakened to him.
What did God do in the remaining six days?  God created the sky on the second day, the land, seas, and vegetation on the third day, the sun, moon, and stars on the fourth day, all sea creatures and birds on the fifth day, and land animals and man on the sixth day.  God made everything as he has pre-determined according to the manner and time he chose.  He gave every care and detail.  Just how much?  Jesus said, “29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. 30And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”  Even more than a mother and her child, God knows and cares for his creation intimately, personally.  He even knows how many hairs are on our head at all times.  And nothing happens without his will, not even a sparrow falling to the ground.  Thus, God created each day with all his being, with his wisdom that is beyond all understanding.  He has made the creation inseparable from him, like a baby in a mother’s womb.  Thus, the mind and heart of God are revealed.  That is why the Lord Jesus showed such intensity and fervor in his life and in his death on the cross to redeem his own.  That is also why the same intensity and fervor are testified throughout the covenant history.  As surely as God is, the heavens and the earth belong to him and him alone.  He takes the full burden and responsibility for his creation because he is the Creator God.  Amen.
Throughout the passage, the words “God saw that it was good” are repeated several times.  In each day, God declared what he created as good.  God bestowed his goodness in his creation.  And indeed, each day is good.  There are no better or worse days.  Rather, each day is filled to the brim with God’s goodness.  Each day is the full blessing of God.  In the sequence of God’s work, he made the six days to belong to one another and all of creation to belong to all the other.  Each day and the creation that followed are not isolated from the others.  Rather, God made all the days and all of creation as one.  There is the relationship that is seen between the light on the first day and the sun, moon, and stars on the fourth day.  The sky on the second day relates to the birds which fly in it on the fourth day.  The land and vegetation created on the third day were needed by the land animals and man created on the sixth day for shelter and food.  However, without light, life would cease to exist on land and in the sea.  Without vegetation, the same result would happen.  So there is interdependence among all the creation.  Every aspect of creation is related to all the other.  It is like the body in which each day and each creation has its function and purpose to serve the whole.  And all together, they testify to the glory and beauty of the One who created it.  As one, they bring praises like a universal chorus to him who is God over all.  Amen.  
According to verse 26, God created man in his image.  What is the significance of that?  26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."  These verses reveal God’s hope when he created man in his image.  What is God’s image?  This image is perfectly reflected in Jesus Christ.  We see in him what a man in God’s image is like.  He testifies to God’s glory.  His life is a fragrant offering to God.  So, when God created man in his image, God’s hope is to fill the earth with those who reflect his glory and beauty.  He blessed Adam and Eve to be fruitful and increase in number that God’s Life may fill the earth, that God’s image may encompass the whole world, that all of creation may rejoice in the glory of God.  Amen.  He wanted mankind to rule over the earth as he does, as the steward and caretaker of all.  He desired man to present the whole creation before God as a wonderful offering to him.  This reality seems to be the past reality because of sin.  Not so.  It is the present reality because of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Because of him, we live with the image of Christ.  We live for his glory, for his name’s sake.  We are ministers of Christ Jesus to the world with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that all people might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  God’s hope expressed in the beginning is alive and well Today.  Because of the gospel of Christ Jesus, the creation has become a fragrant offering to God.  Amen.
Chapter 2 verses 1 through 3 mark the crowning on all of God’s work of creating.  “1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.  2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.”  At this point, the writer of Genesis was thoroughly overwhelmed by God.  As he wrote, “the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array”, he prostrated before God in awe.  When he saw the countless stars, the heavens which have no end, he was struck with the power and fear of God Almighty, the Creator Supreme.  God wonderfully and fearfully revealed himself, the display of his Majesty and Grandeur in the vast, varied array of all creation.  Based on some scientific studies, there are 1.4 million known species of animals on the earth.  Scientists estimate that 20 million species are still unknown, though the number could be as high as 100 million species.  And yet, this is not the most amazing part.  What did God do on the seventh day?  He rested from all the work he did in the first six days.  This seventh day is also known as the Sabbath to the Israelites.  This day is God’s gift to man.  What is the significance of this day?  The first six days involved God’s work of creating and all of his creation.  They are filled with the stars, animals, vegetation and many other things.  However, God set aside the seventh day, the Sabbath, only for himself as he rested.  There is no noise from the birds and livestock.  There are no distractions.  The Sabbath is completely God’s day.  It is set apart from the other six days as God himself is independent, apart from creation.  God has made this day holy as he himself is holy.  It is set apart as the day that man may enjoy God fully, may rejoice and worship in his glory.  It is the true rest, the complete unity with God.  This is the Sabbath promised even from the beginning to the patriarchs and to the Israelites, that they may enter his rest.  It is the same promise given in the gospel to all who believe that they may enter the same rest.  Amen.  Thank God who rested on the seventh day and set it apart as holy.  Thank God who has invited his own into his rest, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Thank God who is the Creator of the heavens and the earth.  “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.”
