The love of God

Romans chapter 7 and 8

Key verse  8: 37~39

“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any power, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Dear Heavenly Father!

Thank you for awakening me to your gospel truth and to your life given to me.

Lord! May you have mercy on me and help us to know the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Through Romans chapter 6 and 7, we came to know the new life, the eternal life given to us through our Lord Christ Jesus. From the very place of our sin, temptation, and frustration, God blesses us to hear the gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ and come back to God with repentance. Through this, we are brought into the realm of life and receive the new life in Christ Jesus. We hear God’s voice. As God’s own, we praise him and worship Him who is ruling over everything through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Through Apostle Paul’s testimony, we could see the dimension of our God given life. 

In chapters 7 and 8, Paul testifies to the love of God in Christ Jesus. In the fullness of God’s love, he proclaims the love of God to all people and testifies that we are more than conquerors over all things because of God’s love. 

May God bless our Romans bible study. Bless us to see what Paul saw through our Romans study. May we confess the love of God as Paul did and abide in His love. Bless me to testify only your truth and your glory. 

Part I, The love of God in Christ  (Chapter 7:1 ~ 8:28)

In chapters 7:1 through 8:28, Paul describes the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

What is the love of God in Christ Jesus? Where can we find the love of God? How were our lives changed after we received his love through Christ Jesus? Let’s think together with Paul and find where we can see the love of God.

First, we are released from the law of sin and death (7: 1~6)
Let’s look at verses 1 through 3, “Do you not know, brothers-for I am speaking to men who know the law that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives? For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage. So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man.”

Paul uses the illustration of marriage to teach us how we have been released from the law of sin and death. The law of marriage has authority over a woman as long as her husband lives. However, once a husband dies, a woman is released from this law. Even though she lives and is the same person, the marriage law which bound her and influenced her no longer has any hold over her. Through the illustration of marriage, Paul testifies simply that someone’s death can have influence over others. In terms of the gospel, Paul testifies that we are released from the law of sin and death through the death of Christ Jesus.

He describes how we died to the law of sin through the body of Christ.

Let’s read 7:4-6. “So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.” 

When a husband dies, the widow comes to be considered as a new woman by the law of marriage. Likewise, now, through the body of Christ Jesus, we have been released from the law of sin and death. By dying to what once bound us through Christ Jesus, we are united with him in His death and resurrection. Through the body of Christ, God set us free from the law of sin and death. Through the body of Christ, we brought into the new life in God. We bore the fruit of sin in our old marriage to others rather than to Christ. However, we now bear fruit to God in this new marriage to the risen Christ with one body. 

Second, we confronted the law of sin and receive the law of Spirit (7:7~7:25)

Paul continually testifies that we died to the law through the body of Christ Jesus. Before he started his reasoning, he makes us think about God’s law given to His people. Let’s look at verse 7 ‘What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what 

coveting really was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.” ’ 

Paul then testifies that we would not know what sin is if God didn’t give His law to His people. God Himself gave His own law to His people and blessed His own to know Him and come back to Him every time. God made the people of Israel to be His own through His own covenant as well as His own law. Through the law given to them, the Israelites could discern between good and evil based not on their own ideas but based on God’s   perspective. Under the influence of sin, we did not know what sin was. We were not conscious of sin at all. However, through the law of God, we came to be conscious of sin and also be conscious of holy God.  In addition to that, through following the law of God, the Israelites could identify themselves as the people of God. They also were identified by other nations as the people of God who upheld God and His holy name. 

However, when God’s people received His law, it made His people utterly sinful. The law accused and condemned them with the death sentence. Look at verses 9 through 12 “Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death.” 

The law came from God for His people.  However, when His people received God’s law and his commandments, the law and the commandments of God judged His people and brought death to them.

When we studied the Pentateuch, we came to see that God made His people to know who he was through making the covenant with them and through all the commandments and law. They needed to know God and to acknowledge God as the Lord. Through the law and commandments, God was not only preparing his people to enter the Promised land but preparing them to enter His realm of life. Indeed, they are not just regulations and requirements which shackle the lives of His own but His righteousness and holiness that transforms them to be his own. They were part of God and His holy and glorious creation work for his own people.

However, when we read Romans and think of the product of God’s law which is condemnation and judgment, it seems God’s law represents God’s failure.

God’s law seems to be worthless and looks fundamentally contradictory to the gospel of God, because the law brings condemnation and judgment while the gospel brings the righteousness of God and the life. It seems because God failed with his first option he eventually needed to prepare a second option for his people. We might conclude God’s law and the failure of man represents the failure of God.

Is this true? Did God’s law fail? Didn’t the law also come from God himself? If then, did God fail? 

By no means!! God and his law never fail. Paul testifies that the law is also from God and the part of God’s holiness and his work.

It is the God who started his holy creation work for his people with the law. It is the same God who also completes his glorious creation works through His son Christ Jesus. With the law, God started his glorious salvation work. God’s work through the law is to make people know God and introduce his gospel to His people. Paul gave us his own example as a clear testimony of what God has done through his own law and his son Christ Jesus. 

Let’s read verse 9 through 13 together. “9 Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. 12 So then the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. 13 Did that which is good, then become death to me? By no means! But in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it produced death in me through what was good, so that through the commandment, sin might become utterly sinful.”

With his own struggles with sin, Paul recognized deeply that the law helps us to recognize sin as sin. The law exposes sin in us and helps us to know what our situation under sin is. The law makes us to realize that we are helpless sinners, because we already clearly saw the huge gap between the requirements of the law and our reality through the law. 

From 18 to 20 Paul says “18 I know that nothing living in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For what I do is not the good I want to do-this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.” With knowing himself, he confesses 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?”

As Paul describes himself to us, we see how the law helps us to admit we are helpless sinners and turn our eyes to God where salvation comes from. If somebody knows the law, he will know that he is a sinner and he will struggle with sin. Then, he will encounter his helpless situations through the law and eventually his all attention will turn to God who is the salvation. The law makes us come to God depending only on his mercy and grace. It makes us acknowledge that God is the only salvation for us. Without the law, we don’t know we need Jesus. So, the law is the tool that introduces us and brings the complete salvation to His people. We find God’s love in His law and in His judgment of sin.

God knew that sinful human beings cannot receive his complete salvation. When Adam failed, God prepared his complete salvation from the beginning. When His people Israel failed again and again, when the law was weakened, God promised His complete salvation for them. He promised that He will reign with His almighty power. Indeed, the law led all people to the Christ who is the end of the law.

Without the law, we wouldn’t know the gospel. “As Galatians 3:24 says So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24).

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!!! Thanks be to God and his dominion.

Praise God who makes us whole through His creation work. Praise God for the revelation of His glory in His law and salvation.

Third, we live our life according to the Spirit (8:1~17)

Paul summarizes his message in verses 1 through 4. He says those who are justified are those who are in Christ Jesus. They were in sin and under the law, but now they are in Christ. We still live in our mortal bodies which are controlled by the law of sin. But now we have the complete unity with God through Christ Jesus who met the all the requirements of the law.

Let’s read verse 5 and 9~11 “5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10 But if the Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.”

Jesus’ death and resurrection brought unity with God and helps us to know the love of God. Through Jesus Christ, God came to us. Through His Son and His Holy Spirit, God lives in us and we know His love. God blesses us to be in Him and to be one with Him as His heirs. He came to us with the Spirit of God and we came to be controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit.

Impossible things have happened. In Genesis chapter 6:3, God said ‘My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal. Men have had men’s spirit without God. But, now, the Sprit of God is given to us through our Lord Christ Jesus. The Spirit of God enables us to accept Jesus as the Christ and enables us to listen to God and his words. Even though we are mortal and under the law of sin, the Spirit testifies our lives are controlled by the Spirit each moment.
Through the Spirit of God, we come to be the witnesses of God and His almighty power throughout our lives. With our mortal bodies, we come to be living testimonies of God and his majestic glorious creation work.

Fourth, we were called to participate God’s restoration work of whole creation. (8:18~27)

Let’s look at verse 18 through 23. “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”

Paul testifies that we came to be led by the Spirit, and through the same Spirit, we were called to participate in God’s glorious restoration work. Even though the power of sin and death are in our mortal bodies and we have been groaning as in the pains of childbirth even at this moment, the Spirit leads us to know God and join God’s salvation work in the hope of God. When we are groaning and even don’t know what to pray for, the Spirit helps us in our weakness and He himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.

Through the Spirit of God, we can give glory to God with our mortal bodies and to accomplish God’s will. That is what God planned in His creation work.

This is what all the Prophets saw and anticipated. In Isaiah 55, we can see what Paul is testifying to. Let me read Isaiah 55:10~13 “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater. 11 So in my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it 12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tress, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign which will not be destroyed.”

May God bless us to give glory to God with our mortal bodies. May God guide us with His Spirit and help us to participate His holy gospel work.

Part II, We are more than conquerors 8:28~39

With the help of Apostle Paul, we came to see the love of God in Christ Jesus. In the last part of chapter 8, Paul wholeheartedly proclaims the love of God in Christ Jesus more. 

Let’s look at verse 31 through 36 “31 What, then shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died-more than that, who was raised to life-is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

Paul proclaims that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

I have been studying Acts with Peter and we have one lesson left. Throughout my bible study of Acts, I can tell Paul’s life a life of consecutive sufferings.  He was stoned, beaten, put into prison, and eventually killed. His life was a restless life.  As he says in verse 36, his life is just like the life of a sheep waiting to be slaughtered. By a human perspective, his life seems miserable.

However, throughout the gospel of Acts, as much suffering as I saw, I could also clearly see the undeniable and unbreakable relationship with Christ Jesus throughout Paul’s life. Even though he faced death every day, in all situations, I could see the living God and His Spirit in Him. In God’s love and in the complete unity with God, he preached the gospel of God boldly and without hindrance.  

When we think of Paul’s life, his confession of the love of Christ is heart-moving. When I read verses 31 through 36, I cannot but say he was a great servant of God. Yes, indeed, he was a great servant of God. 

What is the secret of his life? How could he live his life as a great servant of God? How can he know and follow God and His will whole heartedly? His answer to our question is the love of God.
The love of God reigned over his life and enabled him to stand firm on the gospel truth.  In the midst of suffering and persecution, the love of Christ Jesus showed him the life of Christ Jesus. In life threatening situations, the love of God brought him the peace in His love. In the middle of trials, the love of God made him give praises to God for what He has done.

In suffering and persecution, the love of God makes us whole before Him. The gospel of Jesus helps us to know and abide in the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Let’s look at verses 37 through 39, “No in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor any thing else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul testifies that by the love of God which is with us, we have become more than conquerors. When we think of conquerors, we are reminded of people who conquer the world. Therefore, we see that Paul is not simply saying that we will overcome our suffering in this world. He is not simply saying we will conquer the life of suffering in the love of God. If then, what does he mean? What does he mean that we are more than conqueror?

All the conquers wanted to gain and posses the world. Therefore, those who are more than conquerors gain more than the world. When Paul came to know the love of God, what did he gain? 
Through the love of God, Paul was brought to God and inherited God who create all creation. In the love of God, He could have God and abide in God in all situations.  Even in his suffering and persecution, He came to know God and inherit God.

While writing my message, I came to think of what God is doing in my life and my family’s life.

I never faced a life and death situation before. However, because of my mother’s cancer, my daily life became full of tension each day. I came to think of death every moment and felt that death is very near me. I also came to think of my mortal body which is weak, powerless and will decay. However, interestingly, as much as I perceive my mortal body and my current situation, God helps me to see the love of God and the work of the Spirit. In my frustration and fear, God blesses me to hear the groaning of the Spirit through His words. In my helpless situation, I didn’t know clearly what I need to do and what I ought to pray for. However, the love of God enables me to see that God has been with me from the beginning and enables me to see that the Spirit himself intercedes for me with groans that words cannot express.

Under the power of death, He helps me to see His life and the creation work through this passage. Under the power of fear, He blesses me to 

I wanted to learn from Paul who could boldly say that we are more than conquerors.  I want to learn from Him and want to defeat the power of fear and death as a conqueror. I want to gain enough power to help myself and my mother. I want to have the secret from Him. That was the reason for me to struggle with chapter 7 and 8. However, through meditating chapter 7 and 8, God helps me only to see the work of God in us and among us through the Spirit. 

And, in my struggle, I realized that I have been brought to God with my troubled heart and He has blessed me to abide in the love of Christ Jesus with prayer. Even though I wanted to get the special tips, God helped me to see what I received. He blesses me to see His love and to hear his calling upon my life.

He blesses me to see His almighty creation work in us and for the whole world. May God bless me to call your name in all circumstances. May God bless me to praise Your holy name.

Lord, please bless me and my mother to hold on to the love of God in Christ Jesus. Bless us to confess the love of God from our heart. Bless us to inherit God and reveal God’s glory as Paul did in all situations.

Through Christ Jesus, We received the same gospel as Paul did. The love of God is also given to all of us. In the love of God, we received God and inherit God. May God bless us to abide in His love. May God bless us to testify His love. May God bless us to participate in His holy creation work. We pray in Jesus’ name.

