On the gift of life which comes through the righteousness (chapters 5-6)

Issue: In the study last week we could recognize that the righteousness is real as we said that was what made Jesus different from other men. From that perspective we could equate the righteousness with the life in Jesus. In the examples of David and Abraham we learned that that life was in them as well as in those who believe in the One who raised Jesus from the dead. In 5:1 and 6:23 Paul says the gift of life which Jesus had brought to us is eternal in dimension. The righteousness, which is the Life, can be more real to us as we examine the dimension of it. 

1. 5:1-8. What does being justified mean in our relationship with God? What is the hope given in the new relationship? What is “the hope of the glory of God”? (cf. 3:23; 4:20). Why does this hope never disappoint us? How the hope and faith and God’s love are inter-related?

2. 5:9-11. We can convert verses 9-11 as follows: his blood+ sinner=justification. God’s enemy+ the death of the Son=reconciliation. The reconciled+ the Lord Jesus Christ=joy in God! Can you say how much more is expected? The following is the explanation of how much it will be.

3. 5:12-14. How powerful was the effect of Adam breaking his relationship with God by breaking God’s command?

4. 5:15-17.  How powerful is the gift of life through Jesus Christ?

5. 5:18-21. What will be the reign of grace like according to verse 18-21? How powerful the gift of eternal life like according to 5:15-21?

6. 6:1-10.  What is the truth of our existence according to the gospel? (We should keep in mind that Paul is talking about the truth of our life from the gospel perspective. Many people experience difficulty in this section because they are not sure if they died to sin.)

7. 6:11-14. How can we live up to our existential truth?

8. 6:15-18. How can we become slaves to obedience? What is the relationship between being a slave to sin, a slave to obedience and a slave to righteousness?                        

(slave to sin + whole hearted obedience to the form of teaching=slave of righteousness and the gift is eternal life.)

9. 6:19-23. How can we who are weak in our natural selves become slaves to righteousness? (ref. 5:1). 

