The Gift of God is Eternal Life in Christ Jesus our Lord
Rom chs. 5, 6
Key verses:  22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Even now, this righteousness matter is confusing.  After I wrote my message last week, I asked, what am I talking about?  Only one week has past since the message, but it seems like a year ago.  I went fishing on Friday with Msn. Caleb.  I felt helpless as one student after another declined my offer for Bible study.  One student in particular asked me if I believed that homosexuality is a sin.  I was surprised at his question as no one has ever asked me that before.  Only later did I realize that he is gay.  He, too, declined Bible study.  So many people have hardened their hearts against God.  I was drowning in a sea of the rejection of God.  Lord, where are you?  Where is the power of your righteousness here or even this eternal life in the present time when so many suppress the truth?
According to Romans, Paul himself clines with his very life to this righteousness from God revealed in the gospel of Christ Jesus.  This righteousness is his foundation, his life.  He himself knows in excruciating detail about all the wickedness and godlessness of this world.  He suffered a great deal because of man’s sin.  Yet, the words “But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify” introduces the dawn of a wonderful beginning, of the new hope.  A righteousness from God himself has come into the world through the person Jesus Christ and this righteousness is here to stay.  We cannot say it looks like this or feels like that or it has a certain scent.  Only in the gospel of Christ Jesus is this righteousness continually testified to us, continually challenges us to meet God eye to eye while in the very midst of all these things.  This very Life is reserved not only for people like Abraham and David.  Rather, through this righteousness, eternal life has come to us.  According to 6:22 and 23, “22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  These two chapters contain many fancy words and arguments but Paul’s simply saying, look, you are now bound to Christ Jesus once and for all in righteousness.  His grace is your grace; his hope is your hope; his Life is your Life.  Amen.
The matter of eternal life is as abstract as righteousness.  But Romans describes the real dimensions of this Life.  It is not simply life that never ends.  It’s not that cheap.  Rather, to those who believe, we have inherited the Life Jesus lived and demonstrated while he was in this world.  Jesus lived a very different life than anyone else.  He was constantly persecuted and accused from all sides.  The Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, and even his own family did not believe him.  His mother wanted to take charge of him because she thought he was crazy.  But he overcame them all.  He was never enslaved to their demands or even hatred of him.  He bore the ignorance and shortcomings of his disciples.  Through him and for his name’s sake, his disciples became apostles who preached the gospel of God to the ends of the earth.  In every situation, at all times, Jesus revealed and testified God to the people.  No one could suppress the truth in him, not even by killing him.  He indeed reigned in life and even in death.  He was full of joy and hope.  His Life is truly beautiful.  He gave glory to God as God and thanked God for being God from the beginning of his earthly life to the end.  He did so even on the cross and the living hope burned in him that his offering is the power of God for the Salvation of everyone in the world.  His Life showed this beauty and truth, unmatched anywhere else, for all to see.  His Life on earth will be remembered with such beauty and truth for all eternity.  He showed in completeness and fullness what eternal life is and what a man created in the image of God should be.  Amen.
This was God’s intent when he created the world and Adam, the first man.  Adam was to live a life like a fragrant offering to God.  His praises would come from God.  Yet, because he disobeyed God’s command not to eat fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, sin entered the world.  As a result, death came.  The whole world was completely messed up.  Even though God judged the world with a flood, sin persisted through Noah and his family and again spread throughout the world, wherever man is.  Man became instruments of sin.  No matter what he did, he could not change the fact that he was a slave to sin.  Whatever attempt at good only resulted in more evil because that’s all he could do.  He was a sin factory.  There was only judgment and condemnation which followed for everyone.  Sin was the master.  But when Jesus Christ came, the gift of God came in the very midst of the sea of wickedness and transgression.  As is written, “The gift is not like the trespass.”  Jesus is not like the man Adam.  The tidal waves of transgression could not overcome him.  Rather, Jesus overwhelmed sin and death with the how much more of his righteousness and grace.  They had no chance, were no match against Jesus.  He lived as an instrument of righteousness as is so evidently revealed in the four gospels.  He emanated righteousness and those who followed him, namely his disciples, received that same righteousness.  They, too, became instruments of righteousness.  They became like Jesus in Life and in death.  Their lives are beautiful like Jesus’.  The book of Acts is the concrete testimony of this.  What happened after Peter, James, and John were beaten and put in prison for preaching the gospel of Jesus?  When they were released, they rejoiced and praised God that God considered them worthy to suffer for his name’s sake.  God used them as his instruments of righteousness.  They rejoiced in their sufferings.  Their lives knew no defeat or shame.  They only dwelled in victory and glory in Jesus.  They soared high on eagle’s wings with Jesus.  At that very moment, they tasted the Life of Jesus and it is very good.  Amen.
So then, what about this blessed Life when we ourselves are indeed weak in our natural selves?  When we are buffeted by the demands to survive?  God has given us the wonderful privilege to live as his instruments of righteousness.  He has even guaranteed the fruit of holiness with such a Life.  In the past, we could only be slaves to sin and we were indeed ashamed of that existence.  But now, we are in the new Life through Christ Jesus.  Living this new Life is not a mystery.  God has clothed us with the righteousness of his Son.  He has given us the Life of his Son.  And so, we live that Life.  The only way we would know that Life, remain in that Life, is to actually live that Life.  That doesn’t happen with us sitting around and using our brains to analyze what righteousness or eternal life is.  We only become philosophers and slaves of ourselves.  We live the Life worthy of Christ by offering the parts of our bodies for God’s righteousness, to bring glory to him.  Like Peter, James, and John, we proclaim the name of Jesus in the midst of the rejection of God.  In the case of the Mustard Seed Fellowship, Msn. Sam asked us to aggressively pursue fishing and one to ones.  We will suffer a lot.  There’s no question about that.  I had to again swallow one rejection after another from students.  I’m still hurt because my past two students, Benjamin and Jonathan, left though they were both very happy with Bible study.  I saw firsthand what it meant that they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God.  And yet, there is that Life which Jesus lived, which Peter, James, and John lived which reigned in the world.  We don’t just have life testimonies from 2000 years ago.  Dr. Samuel Lee lived that Life along with many other life testimonies in our present time.  By the grace of God, each time I become downcast, there is the beauty and glory of Christ Jesus which compels me to move forward, to seek him, to seek his righteousness, to seek his greatness.  I pray that the Mustard Seed Fellowship may taste the Life of Jesus and know it is indeed very good.  Thank God for the Lord Jesus who showed a beauty and glory in his Life not found in all the universe.  Thank God that we are given the privilege to dwell with him in Life, in that beauty and glory everlasting.  He makes us beautiful in life, in death.  Lord Jesus, truly how beautiful and glorious you are.  To him be the glory.  Praise be to the One and Only true God.  Amen.
Let’s pray.
